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STATE OF WYOMING. 
Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction, 

Cheyenne, Wyoming, January i, 1901. 
To His Excellency, 

DeForest Richards, 

Governor of Wyoming : 
Sir: — I have the honor to transmit herewith the biennial 
report of this office for the two years ending September 30, 
1900, setting forth the condition of this department, as re- 
quired by law. Very respectfully, 

THOMAS T. TYNAN, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
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REPORT. 



Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction, 

Cheyenne, Wyoming, January i, 1901. 

In compliance with the provisions of Section 180, Re- 
vised Statutes, I have the honor to submit herewith the bien- 
nial report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction for 
the period of two years, ending September 30, 1900, showing 
the condition and progress of the public schools, the receipts 
and disbursements of the school funds, state, county and 
district, during that period, with such other statements, facts 
and statistics as are deemed of interest to the public. 

In the report of my predecessor is made mention the fact 
that apologies, have been offered heretofore for the delay in 
the appearance of the report and for inaccurate statistics, and 
that he had no desire to depart from a custom that had such 
an established sanction. The same difficulties attendant then 
being attendant now, I, too, desire to follow the established 
precedent. The same effort has been made a^ suggested and 
the same result as to delayed and inaccurate reports followed. 
The main cause, I find, is the failure of the District Clerks 
to report promptly to the County Superintendents. While I 
attach no blame to the Superintendents, when using a certain 
amount of diligence, still I believe that, if they would exercise 
their full authority, this difficulty might be overcome. We 
can only hope that the voters will come to realize how much 
the district suffers by the election of incompetent trustees. 

The information in this report is mainly composed of 
material furnished the office by the several County Superin- 
tendents and other officers and teachers of the State. Many 
of these have responded to every request for information, in 
addition to submitting their annual reports. In some instances, 
however, reports have been so long delayed that the work 
has been' completed over great difficulties. 

By comparing the tables of statistics with the former re- 
ports of this office, you will see that the State is endeavoring to 
keep pace with the educational advancement of the day and 
our schools were never in a better condition. One thousand 
four hundred and seventy additional pupils have enrolled since 
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the last report of this office. : •FM attendance is reported from 

all quarters as mugh, oettrr, and an intelligent interest in the 

system is being 'l^^^ by teachers and parents, as well as by 

the pupilS-j X'Y/^ bt the counties, to my knowledge, have estab- 

lishqAtre^.kin^rgartens, and in three of the small towns a 

. spt?ci^J.te'^cher of music is employed. Private kindergartens 

.*ari maintained in several cities and towns, and it is to be hoped 

• that these will be supplanted by public institutions. 

In districts where several schools are held, pupils are often 
enrolled in more than one school, and, in consequence, dis- 
tricts have an apportionment on a greater enrollment than 
there are pupils in a district. To remedy this, I would suggest 
that clerks reporting to the Superintendents avoid counting 
pupils who appear on the rolls more than once. 

The public schools of the State have done good work for 
the past year or two. The great hindrance in the past has 
been the lack of money in districts of limited valuations. The 
moneys now derived from the leasing of school lands have 
placed the schools in nearly all districts in a better financial 
condition, and districts that formerly conducted schools barely 
three months out of the year are now able to provide six and 
nine months' terms. 

The spirit pervading the schools as a whole is excellent, 
and the members of the teaching staff, with few exceptions 
here and there, are intelligent in their aims and energetic in 
the performance of their duty. The general quality of class 
work has been maintained, and, although in some schools 
there has been a falling off in important branches by placing 
too many studies on the course, still in other schools this has 
been compensated by substantial progress. The great diffi- 
culty in maintaining a high grade of class work in our advanced 
graded schools, I believe, is due to a superfluous course of 
study — we are not content with having the children know a few 
things and know them thoroughly. The present system tends 
toward making the pupils' work superficial, and introduces 
that very obnoxious system called cramming. The youth of 
that age where merit is one of its ambitions, finding himself 
unable legitimately to cope with the amount of work set out 
for him, invariably resorts to this method, and the result in 
the end is disastrous to his fund of knowledge. 

As statistics show that the great majority of pupils in 
our public schools do not go any further than the seventh 
and eighth grades, I believe that more attention should be 
given to the primary and intermediate departments of our 
schools. It is more important to have sufficient room and 
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good teachers for the primary and intermediate classes, than 
to have expensive high schools. 

The past two years, and especially the last year, have been 
busy ones in the educational affairs of the State. All depart- 
ments of education, from the University to the rural schools, 
have felt the influence of the great business life and activity. 
Perhaps the schools were the last to suffer business depres- 
sion, and suffered the least, but they have by no means been 
the last to feel the enthusiasm and encouragement that comes 
with true business prosperity. 

The most noticeable increase in all of the statistics fur- 
nished is in the number of volumes in the school libraries. 
Two years ago but 4,240 volumes were reported, and for the 
present year 15,210 volumes are reported.. 

The treasurers of school districts had on hand at the close 
of the fiscal year 1900 something over ninety thousand dollars, 
while at the close of the fiscal year 1899 there was but fifty 
thousand dollars on hand. 

The Rural School. 

The greatest number of our pupils receive their education 
in the rural schools, and, for this reason, these schools should 
command our closest attention. I am inclined to believe that 
the Districts Boards are alive to that fact, as their efforts to 
obtain better and more capable teachers indicate. These 
schools are at a great disadvantage. While the movement is 
forward, they still have to contend with many serious draw- 
backs. Long distances cause small children to become tired 
on reaching school ; bad weather prevents regular attendance ; 
many of the buildings are wholly unsuited for the conduct of 
school ; but the greatest obstacle is the irregularity of attend- 
ance and the small number enrolled in many of them, thus 
preventing proper grading. Yet, in spite of these serious ob- 
stacles and disadvantages in the small rural schools, the people 
feel compelled to and do favor them. 

How can it be expected that our country schools will keep 
improving when the brainiest and most competent teachers 
are lured to the town schools, or other lines of employment, by 
salaries commensurate with the work performed ? The aim of 
the law as to the certification of teachers and attendance at 
institutes should be to make better the corps of teachers we 
have, and to create a public school sentiment that will pay 
good teachers what they deserve, not to grind out a new grist 
of teachers. 
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High Schools. 

Many of the counties have established high schools at the 
county seats, and it is to be hoped that all counties in the near 
future will be able to have at least one district high school. In 
order that pupils may derive as much benefit as possible from 
the high school courses, principals and teachers should see 
that the work in the primary and intermediate grades is made 
thorough, in order that pupils taking up higher work may 
have a good foundation. 

The State University. 

The State University has had a fair attendance — much 
better than formerly. Reference is here made to the report of 
the President of that institution, that you may have a full and 
clear idea of its condition. School officers throughout the State 
feel grateful to the Trustees of the University for making an 
appropriation which has enabled the President to visit the 
institutes and schools in the larger towns, thus doing much 
to arouse interest in the University and keep the people in 
touch with our own institutions. 

The Text Book Law. 

The law in regard to free text books seems to have met 
with universal approval. The expenditures under this law for 
the past two years have amounted to $29,596.88, a greater ex- 
pense in establishing the system than will probably be incurred 
for a number of years to come. However, the Common School 
Land Income Fund, from which expenditures for text books 
are made, amounted, during the same period, to $68,871.90. 
Though the law does not bring about State uniformity, yet 
State uniformity is possible by having the counties come to- 
gether and agree on the books to be used. Some counties have 
secured uniformity by representatives from each district meet- 
ing together and agreeing on the adoption of certain text books. 
This, I am informed, was done without the aid or knowledge 
of publishers of text books, or their representatives,* so that 
the business interests of these concerns were not furthered, 
but the people's interest alone considered. 

The following named publishers have complied with the 
law in filing bonds and price lists: 

American Book Company. 

Butler, Sheldon & Co. 

Werner School Book Company. 

Silver, Burdett & Co. 

Houghton, Mifflin & Co. 
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County Superintendents. 

For the advancement of education and the good of our 
public school system, the salary of the County Superintendents 
should be raised. It is false economy to pay a small salary to 
officers who cannot afford to devote much time to the work, 
and I cannot urge that more duties be imposed unless the 
salary be increased. It is only by having better and closer 
supervision that we can hope to raise the standard of our coun- 
try schools. 

I would recommend that the salaries of County Superin- 
tendents be fixed on a basis of $800 per annum for every county 
having a voting population of one thousand or less, and that 
$200 be added for every additional thousand votes in the county 
until a salary of $1,200 is reached. The County Commissioners 
should be prohibited from paying traveling expenses, but 
should provide an office and furnish the same with postage, 
stationery, etc., as in the case of other county officers. 

In order to assist the County Superintendents in securing 
more prompt and accurate reports from district officers, I would 
recommend that this office be authorized to have printed simple 
forms of account books, vouchers, receipts and warrants, and 
to require the use of the same by district officers. In many 
districts the officers at present do not have the proper facil- 
ities for keeping systematic accounts. In addition to this, the 
County Superintendents should have authority to audit the 
accounts of district officers at least once in every fiscal year, 
and, should any irregularity be found, to call on the State Ex- 
aminen to make an examination at the expense of the district. 

The County Superintendent should be required to keep in 
her office a record of the visits made to each school once in a 
term, as required by law, said record showing name of teacher, 
total enrollment, subjects taught, etc. The teacher's term 
report should also be filed with the County Superintendent, as 
well as with the Clerk. The reports of the District Clerks 
should be checked with those of the teachers, to see that no 
pupil is reported enrolled more than once in the same district. 

County Institutes. 

The institute work in this State for the past two years has 
been very successful, and attendance better than at any time 
in the history of the State. Reference is made to the annexfed 
reports of the County Superintendents for special accounts of 
the work in the several counties. The arrangement of insti- 
tutes has been made by the County Superintendents to con- 
form to the requirements of the law for the examination of 
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teachers, and this has prevented the State Superintendent from 
visiting all the institutes, although an effort was made to be in 
attendance at least one day in each county. The result was 
that nine institutes were visited during the year 1900, and, 
from the visits made, I was gratified at the work accomplished 
at each of these, and was sorry that I could not have attended 
all of them. 

The arrangement and management of the County Insti- 
tutes are probably two of the most important and perplexing 
questions with which we have to deal. I have taxed my mind 
to the utmost to offer suggestions that would be beneficial 
along this line, but feel that I am unable to offer suggestions 
that would strengthen the law as I desire. I am certain, how- 
ever, that more money should be authorized or raised in some 
way, the institute held for a longer term, and a penalty im- 
posed for non-attendance. Our institutes have, no doubt, 
improved very materially during the past two years, but it is 
due to the great interest taken by the teachers, who are anx- 
ious to keep up with the movements of the day, and not the 
money expended by the county. Now is the time for the adop- 
tion of some strong measures to meet the demand of new 
times and new conditions in a comparatively new State. Some 
organization of the nature of a traveling Normal School, or 
corps of instructors, which all of the counties would combine 
to pay, might be practicable. 

Teachers' Associations. 

An effort is being made by the teachers of the State, with 
the assistance of the County Superintendents, for the organi- 
zation of a State Teachers' Association. The first evidence of 
this work is now manifest by teachers in several of the coun- 
ties forming local associations. Reports received from teach- 
ers attending the association meetings give good accounts of 
the work performed. Were it not for the difficulties in trav- 
eling, through lack of railroads, which do not reach three- 
fourths of the territory forming our State, the time would be 
ripe for such an organization. 

STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS. 

After the passage of the act of the State Legislature pro- 
viding for the establishmeat of^ State Board of Examiners, I 
appointed as members of said board, Prof. C. B. Ridgaway 
of the State University, Prof. J. O. Churchill, Superintendent 
of Schools, Cheyenne, and Prof. F. W. Lee, Superintendent 
of Schools, Laramie. Reference is made to the report of said 
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board forming a part of this document. The board has not 
had much encouragement in its work, for the reason that it has 
been working without an appropriation for printing, or for 
traveling expenses, Smd will be able to do more effective work 
when not handicapped in this manner. 

I desire to especially recommend that the law as to the 
examination and certification of teachers be amended, so as to 
provide for certificates for longer terms. While it is well to 
limit a teacher to one third-grade certificate, still that should 
be made for a sufficient period to encourage them to try for 
something better. I also think that the law as to State and 
Professional certificates should be amended so as to authorize 
the granting of these certificates to those who are expierienced 
and qualified primary and grade teachers, as well as to high 
school teachers. 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 

The laws passed at the last session of the Legislature pro- 
vided for a great deal of additional work in this department. 
First, we were beseiged with inquiries from publishers and 
school officers regarding the new text book law. After ex- 
plaining the law and giving all the information possible, the 
amount of bond to be given by the several publishers desiring 
to enter into business was fixed, the bonds received and filed, 
together with price lists and sworn statements. Certified 
copies of these price lists, with blanks for making contracts 
with publishers, were sent to each County Superintendent for 
distribution to the district clerks in his or her county. The 
preliminary work took up a great deal of time and led to much 
correspondence. 

The next problem confronting the office was as to the law 
for the examination and certification of teachers. Here was a 
law directing that certain acts be performed, yet making no 
provision for carrying the same into effect. Furthermore, 
there were numerous questions as to the power left to County 
Superintendents under th'e new law. After due consideration, 
the members of the State Board of Examiners were appointed, 
and have been carrying on the work laid down in the law, 
trusting that the coming session of the Legislature will make 
provision for the expenses incurred. 

Owing to the number of changes in the school laws, there 
has been a great demand for copies of the law, revised to date. 
It was, therefore, found necessary to have printed, in pam- 
phlet form, a thousand copies of the school law. These have 
been distributed as carefully as could be, and the supply is 
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now almost exhausted. As the new law required teachers to 
be examined in the Constitution and Civil Government of the 
State of Wyoming, and thus, indirectly, required the subject 
to be taught in the schools, it Was found necessary to have 
printed a thousand copies of the Constitution, and these pam- 
phlets have been distributed among the teachers of the State. 

These unexpected demands upon the contingent fund of 
the office have prevented us from having our report printed, 
as had formerly been done, and yet we feel that, for the good 
of the State, some appropriation should be made for printed 
matter to be distributed in answer to inquiries. Should it be 
deemed inexpedient to allow this office a larger contingent 
fund than any other department of the State, could not a spe- 
cial appropriation be made for printing expenses, such as ac- 
count books, report blanks, copies of the school laws, and a 
State course of study ? 

On account of the limited appropriation, I was prevented 
from visiting all of the counties of the State during any year 
of my incumbency. In 1899 I visited two counties in my 
official capacity, and this year, 1900, I was enabled to visit 
nine counties, devoting one day's time to each of eight coun- 
ties. These brief visits did not enable me to gain much prac- 
tical information, nor give me the acquaintance with the 
actual school work, which the State Superintendent should 
have. 

COMMON SCHOOL LAND INCOME FUND. 

On March 31, 1899, ^^^ following amounts were distrib- 
uted from the Common School Land Income Fund : 

County. Enrollment. Apportionment. 

Albany 1,276 $ 2,552.00 

Big Horn 509 1,018.00 

Carbon . 1,292 2,584.00 

Converse 628 i ,256.00 

Crook 700 1,400.00 

Fremont 565 1,130.0a 

Johnson 452 904.00 

Laramie 1,846 3,692.00 

Natrona 299 598.00 

Sheridan^. 1,198 2,396.00 

Sweetwater i ,012 2,024.00 

Uinta 2,832 5^664.00 

Weston 433 866.00 

Totals 13,042 $26,084.00 
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On March 31, 1900, the above mentioned fund was dis- 
tributed as follows : 

County. Enrollment. Apportionment. 

Albany 1,070 $ 3,464.32 

Big Horn 576 1,864.91 

Carbon Ii30i 4,212.22 

Converse 623 2,017.08 

Crook r 780 2,525.3^ 

Fremont 597 1,932.90 

Johnson 514 1,664.17 

Laramie i>9i7 6,206.63 

Natrona 286 925.98 

Sheridan 1,244 4,027.67 

Sweetwater 960 3,108.17 

Uinta 3»047 9,865.21 

Weston 448 1,450.48 

Totals 13,363 $43,265.13 

The statements given below will enable you to form some 
idea of the manner in which this fund has grown from one fiscal 
year, ending September 30th, to another : 

1892 $9,193.52 1895 $7,384.86 1898 $13,140.83 

1893 6,651.19 1896 9,590.38 1899 34,145.87 

1894. . . . 7,211.13 1897. . . . 9,979.44 1900. . . . 52,870.56 

It is expected that on March 31, 1901, we will have on hand 
an amount of $65,000 to distribute. Though the enrollment has 
increased to a greater degree the past year than in any former 
year since the enactment of the law requiring a distribution of 
the Common School Land Income Fund, yet the amount per 
capita is greater than ever before, showing that the system 
now in vogue of leasing lands is of greater benefit to the 
schools than revenue derived from any other source, and is 
undoubtedly less burdensome to the people. 

COMMON SCHOOL PERMANENT FUND. 

The Common School Permanent Fund, which consists of 
moneys derived from the sale of school lands and the five per 
cent, of sale of all lands paid to the State by the United States, 
amounted on September 30, 1900, to about $48,000. This 
money can only be invested in state, county or district bonds, 
under the direction of the Governor, Treasurer and Attorney 
General. At the present time the amount of $21,000 is invested 
and yields interest, which forms a part of the Common School 
Land Income Fund. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF WYOMING. 



Hon. Thomas T. Tynan, 

State Superintendent : 

Dear Sir: — I take pleasure in submitting the following 
report of the University of Wyoming, in accordance with 
your request : 

The University gives more evidence of real progress at 
the present time than ever before. The generosity of the last 
Legislature, that gave us the appropriation for a Science Hall 
and Museum, has also given us a new lease of life. The fact 
that the campus since has been doubled in size, and that the 
new Science building is now in course of erection on the eleva- 
tion north of and in line with the other buildings, shows that 
the outlook for the University has broadened and has grown 
more hopeful. The State is putting more faith in the en- 
terprise. Naturally the return of more prosperous times to 
the State has had its influence on the University. Parents 
are in l>etter condition financially and are feeling more able to 
spare their sons and daughters from home, and can better af- 
ford to send them away to college. In consequence, our at- 
tendance the past year has been the largest in the history of 
the institution. 

The Courses OfiFcrcd by the University. 

The University of Wyoming is founded and maintained 
for the purpose of being as useful as possible to the people of 
Wyoming. To this end, and that the young men and women 
of the State may not be compelled to leave its borders in order 
to obtain a business education, the Board of Trustees has 
recently established a commercial department, with a two 
years' course, at the University. So that the University at 
the present time includes the following departments: 

I. The College of Liberal Arts. There is first the Col- 
lege of Liberal Arts, giving in four years what is commonly 
known as a **college education." In the first two years of this 
department all the studies are prescribed, although the stu- 
dent has a choice between classical, literary and scientific 
courses. In the last two years almost all studies are elective. 
By this arrangement it is believed that a sufficiently broad and 
thorough course is insured, and at the same time the tastes 
and needs of the individual student are allowed free scope. 
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II. The Preparatory School. Since there are many parts 
of the State not yet provided with high schools fitting for the 
University courses, a Preparatory School, with a course of 
three years' work, is maintained. 

III. The Graduate School. This department affords an 
opportunity to those who wish to carry their studies beyond 
the limits of the college courses. 

Then, for the benefit of those who cannot devote so much 
time to a general education, but who wish to be trained for 
some special profession, there are four technical schools pro- 
vided, viz.: 

IV. The Normal School. 
V. The School of Mines. 

VI. The School of Agriculture; and 

VII. The College of Mechanical Engineering. 

These courses all require less time by two years than the 
College of Liberal Arts, and are designed to give a thorough 
and practical preparation for those professions which are more 
particularly demanded now in Wyoming. 

VIII. The Business College. The more recently or- 
ganized Business College offers two years' training in com- 
mercial methods and practice. 

Our University Extension Work. 

Besides the instruction of students in residence, the Uni- 
versity is coming to extend its educational advantages to a 
considerable extent to the people of the State generally, both 
by lectures and correspondence. The professors of the Uni- 
versity are often called on for lectures and addresses before 
schools, clubs and Teachers' Institutes, and are always glad 
to meet such demands as far as their time permits. In this 
connection a word may be said concerning the publications of 
our Agricultural Experiment Station. It has been decided 
to make the bulletins that are published for distribution more 
popular and educational in their nature, and such as will meet 
the demands of our own farmers by giving them practical in- 
formation. Already this change seems to have met with gen- 
eral approval. The more popular bulletins published thus far 
by the station have been as follows: 

No. 28. First Report on the Flora of Wyoming, Aven 
Nelson, Botanist. 

No. 31. The Worst Weeds of Wyoming and Suggested 
Weed Legislation, Aven Nelson, Botanist. 
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No. 33. The Composition of Prepared Cereal Foods, E. 
E. Slosson, Chemist. 

No. 34. Fruit Growing in Wyoming, B. C. Buffum, Hor- 
ticulturist. 

No. 38. Cultivated Shade and Forest Trees, B. C. Buf- 
ium, Horticulturist. 

No. 40. The Trees of Wyoming and How to Know Them, 
Aven Nelson, Botanist. 

No. 42. Some Native Forage Plants for Alkali Soils, Aven 
Nelson, Botanist. 

No. 43. Alfalfa as a Hay Crop, B. C. Buffum, Agricul- 
turist. 

No. 45. Artesian Basins of Wyoming, Wilbur C. Knight, 
Geologist. 

Any of these bulletins will be sent free upon request to 
residents of the State. No. 40, "The Trees of Wyoming and 
How to Know Them," has been in demand particularly among 
the schools of the State. Another bulletin that will interest the 
young people will soon be published by Professor Wilbur C. 
Knight on "The Birds of Wyoming and How to Know Them." 

St. Matthew's Hall. 

Especially the parents who have been sending their daugh- 
ters to the University have long felt the need of a dormitory in 
connection with the institution. They would not ohly lessen 
thereby the expense of room and board, but they have also been 
anxious to have the more strict supervision of a matron over 
their daughters while away from home. St. Matthew's Hall is 
a young ladies' dormitory, belonging to and under the control 
of the Episcopal Church in Laramie, without any official con- 
nection with the University, and which has been opened this 
year for the first time. Their intention has been to make of it 
a Christian home, not only for Episcopalians, but for young 
ladies of all denominations who may attend the University. 
While the students are expected, of course, to keep the rules of 
the institution, yet they are left entirely free to attend their 
own church services. They are able this year to accommodate 
very satisfactorily about twenty young ladies at $18 per month, 
which seems very reasonable. 

Heretofore we have suffered oftentimes from a lack of co- 
operation on the part of the churches. It is a good sign, how- 
ever, when they begin to interest themselves in opening dor- 
mitories in connection with the University. And I do not 
know why it isn't possible thus through co-operation with the 
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churches to make this arrangement take the place of the de- 
nominational college. 

The Vesper Services. 

In our anxiety that the University shall be above criticism 
in all matters touching religion, we must guard against giving 
the impression that religion is ignored altogether in our institu- 
tion. During the past year the University Vesper services, 
held regularly in the Chapel at 4 o'clock on Sunday afternoons, 
have proven very popular, and have been well attended by the 
students and townspeople. They have consisted largely of 
music furnished mostly by the students, and of short addresses 
by whatever talent we have happened to have at our command. 
While everything looking toward sectarianism has been strictly 
barred out of these services, still they have been from the first 
more or less of a religious nature. And the feeling is unanimous 
that the results have been only beneficial to the University. 
The services have afforded an opportunity to the faculty and 
their families also of meeting personally and shaking the hands 
of the students for a few moments at the close of the exercises 
every Sunday, a feature of the service which has not been with- 
out its good effects. Yours respectfully, 

ELMER E. SMILEY, 

President. 



24 Biennial Report 



STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS. 



Hon. Thomas T. Tynan/ 

State Superintendent of Public Instruction : 

Dear Sir: — The State Board of Examiners has the honor 
to submit the following brief report of its work during the past 
two years : 

The board met in the City of Laramie, June 22, 1899, and 
organized by electing C. B. Ridgaway President and J. O. 
Churchill Secretary. In order that the powers and duties of 
the board, under the law, might be definitely understood, the 
Secretary was instructed to submit questions, covering dis- 
puted points, to the Attorney General of the State for an opin- 
ion. A copy of this opinion, we believe, is on file in your office. 

The second meeting was held in Cheyenne, June 29, and 
to save expense all subsequent meetings, five in all, have been 
held in Laramie Ci.ty. There being no money available to pay 
the expenses and transportation of the board, our work has 
been with the expectation that some provisions will be made 
by the coming Legislature by which our obligations may be 
met. 

We have formulated rules for examinations, and prepared 
for the use of County Superintendents sixteen sets of questions. 
These questions are int^entionally elementary in their nature; 
but from all counties, with one exception, the board has learned 
that they were considered sufficiently difficult for the applicants 
who desired certificates. We have examined thirty-three ap- 
plications for State or Professional certificates ; recommended 
sixteen, and declined to recommend seventeen. Many of those 
applicants, who were not favorably recommended, are success- 
ful primary or grade teachers, but they were not able to comply 
with that section in Chapter 70 of the Session Laws of the Fifth 
Legislature, which requies all applicants for this certificate to 
show themselves competent to teach all of the subjects usually 
taught in high schools of the State. 

From our experience as a board, we desire to recommend — 

First — That the law governing examinations be amended 
and made definite in regard to the powers and duties of the 
Board of Examiners and its relation to County Superintendents. 

Second — That it be specific in regard to the qualifications 
of applicants for teachers' certificates, or else leave that matter 
to the discretion of the Board of Examiners. 
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Third — That certificates for primary and grade teachers be 
issued for a longer term than one and two years. 

Fourth — That there be stated times for teachers' examina- 
tions. 

The law at present provides that one examination must be 
held at the close of the County Institute. The County Institute 
may be called at the discretion of the County Superintendent, 
and it has frequently happened that the board has not been able 
to learn from the County Superintendents just when the insti- 
tute would be held; and, consequently, it has not been able, 
without much difficulty, to furnish suitable questions for those 
County Superintendents. 

Fifth — That provision be made for closer supervision of the 
ungraded country schools. 

Sixth — That County Superintendents be required to fur- 
nish evidence of ability to grade papers of applicants for cer- 
tificates. 

Seventh — That School Boards, in districts which employ 
Superintendents, who devote at least half of their time to super- 
vision, be authorized to issue district certificates, under such 
rules and regulations as they may deem necessary. 

Eighth — That, if the work of the State Board of Examiners 
is valuable, an appropriation should be made to cover past ex- 
penses and provide for a cash payment of future expenses. 

The members of the board will be pleased to meet the Edu- 
cational Committees of the Legislature, and render any assist- 
ance in their power, whenever they desire to consider the 
revision of the school laws. 

Very respectfully yours, 

C. B. RIDGAWAY, President, 
J. O. CHURCHILL, Secretary, 
F. W. LEE, 

State Board of Examiners. 
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Reports of County Superintendents. 



ALBANY COUNTY. 

Laramie, Wyoming, October 20, 1900. 
Mr. Thomas T. Tynan, 

State Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
Cheyenne, Wyoming: 

Dear Sir : — ^^I am pleased to submit the following report of 
school work in Albany County for the school year ending Sep- 
tember, 1900: 

At the close of the school year a very successful institute 
was held, forty-seven teachers in attendance. The instructors 
recognized the real heed of the teachers, and explained and 
taught the common branches in the broadest sense. The chief 
purpose of an institute is to inspire the teacher to gain a 
broader and deeper understanding of the common branches. 
Those are the subjects to be taught. Teachers were shown how 
to make the worn-out and never understood subject of United 
States history, the various and almost wonderful processes of 
presentation of fractions, etc., interesting. The time is too 
short for the discussion of the subjects in which the teachers 
should be helped and instructed. No instructor should be em- 
ployed to teach in an institute who is not a teacher in actual 
practice. I am sorry the law is such that it provides for only 
four days of institute work. 

The suggestion was made that no teacher be given more 
than thirty-five pupils, and that when our young teachers have 
had two years of efficient and successful teaching they be paid 
the same wages as the more experienced teachers. 

The instructors in institute work were Professors Roberts 
and Ridgaway, Mrs. D. C. Royer, Miss Ida Gerig and Mr. 
Matheny. 

The teachers expressed themselves by a vote of thanks to 
all who had helped to make the institute so helpful and the 
most profitable of any they had ever attended. 

The records show that from eight to ten new teachers are 
needed each year to supply the demand of the schools of our 
county. The patrons are anxious their children should be given 
that which produces a well formed character — an education. 
This fact has caused a marked improvement in attendance. 
Last year I issued "Rank Class Certificates'' to each pupil in our 
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county schools, on which the average in each study was required 
to be marked by the teacher, klso the grade. It has been a 
great help to the teachers this year. They were able to place 
the pupils where they belonged without taking a w^ek or longer 
to know in what gfade they should be. This year I have re- 
peated the experiment of last. The general standings of the 
schools are much improved from last year. They are now in 
good condition financially, with one or two exceptions, and 
most of the districts are well equipped with apparatus. We 
have some excellent teachers in this county. They are striving 
for better, more systematic and fruitful work. In the majority 
of districts the parents are aiding in many ways the endeavors 
of the teachers, never questioning but that she has the best 
interest of their children constantly in mind. Most of the 
schools have purchased the books required and have had ex- 
cellent results. Weeks have been spent in traveling to and 
from and in visitation of the schools of the county. So far every 
school except three has been visited once and many twice. 
During these visits I have made'a study of the schools as I 
found them, have advised with the teachers as to discipline, 
methods used in teaching, etc. In some schools of last year the 
discipline was found very weak. It is pleasing to note this year 
there is much improvement. In the twenty-one months I have 
been engaged in the work as County Superintendent of Schools 
I have traveled nineteen hundred and ninety-two miles, written 
seventeen hundred and fifty-nine letters, sent out three hundred 
and ten circulars and notices, kept in touch with the teachers, 
receiving from the teachers in the county a monthly report of 
their work. 

There is great need of the children being taught practical 
education — moral, industrial and economical. I would recom- 
mend that school savings banks and manual training be intro- 
duced into our schools. For school legislation, I would recom- 
mend that the County Superintendent be furnished as good an 
office as the Clerk or Treasurer, and supplied with all modern 
conveniences for saving labor, for systematic work and for ex- 
pediting business. That he or she should be as qualified (a) for 
teaching as the teacher in the schools; (b) for business as the 
average business man of the county; (c) should have judgment 
enough to carry out the spirit of the law without seeming to 
violate the letter of it. He should be held responsible to a de- 
gree in proportion to the measure of his authority — lay off, alter 
or abolish school districts ; provide for transfer and transporta- 
tion of pupils, always with due regard to the right and best 
interest of pupils and school patrons ; visit schools and audit 
all records of school officers. He should receive a straight sal- 
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ary from one thousand to twenty-five hundred a year, according 
to the qualificatrons and work required. 

I would also recommend that the State Board of Examin- 
ers be given authority to arrange a State Reading Circle course, 
which would be optional with the teachers, but the board could 
give the teachers credits for work done. The teachers of sev- 
eral counties have passed resolutions favoring such action. The 
County Superintendent should be given power to revoke cer- 
tificates of teachers who refuse to attend the institute, who 
prove to be inefficient and who are immoral — the teacher hav- 
ing the right to appeal to the State Board of Examiners, whose 
decision shall be final. 

The law giving teachers pay for attendance at the ses- 
sions of the institute should be made more definite. There is 
no uniformity in interpreting law, and in many places the in- 
terpretation has been made to the detriment of the teacher. 

Yours respectfully, 
MRS. CAIRA M. SIMPSON, 

County Superintendent of Schools, 

Albany County, Wyoming. 



BIG HORN COUNTY. 

The schools of Big Horn County are progressing in a 
gratifying manner. The revenue for school purposes has more 
than doubled during the four years of the county's existence. 
The first year after the county was organized every district 
was short on funds to pay teachers with, and either closed 
school or made obligations for future payment. Now, with 
very few exceptions, all outstanding warrants have been paid, 
and there is a good cash balance in the hands of the district 
treasurers to commence the year with. This increase in rev- 
enue is noticeable in longer terms of school, better school 
houses and better equipped school rooms. 

The enrollment has increased fully fifty per cent, in the 
past four years, and at the present rate of settlement the ratio 
of increase will be much greater. 

The Free Text Book law has been quite largely complied 
with. In a few instances where the districts were well sup- 
plied with text books new books have not been purchased. A 
list of text books was selected and recommended to the school 
boards. This list has been adopted, with four or five excep- 
tions, where the school boards had ordered books before the 
list was prepared, and as a result we have nearly a uniformity 
of text books in the county. 
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The annual Teachers' Institutes have been attended by a 
large per cent, of the teachers, and much benefit to the teachers 
and schools derived therefrom. At the last institute eighteen 
teachers were enrolled, the largest attendance of any institute 
yet held in this county, and we believe everyone present was 
worthy the name of teacher, and will do good work in the 
school room. A visit from the State Superintendent was a 
feature of the last institute highly appreciated by the County 
Superintendent and teachers. 

In issuing certificates, an honest endeavor has been made 
to raise the standard of qualifications of teachers, as contem- 
plated by the recent law on that subject. Only in rare cases 
are old certificates endorsed. Applicants are required to earn 
their certificates by public or private examination upon a list 
of questions prepared by the State Board of Examiners. 

In conclusion, I am pleased to state that improvement has 
been accomplished in every line of school work, and the outlook 
for the future is hopeful. W. O. LESTER, 

County Superintendent. 



CARBON COUNTY. 

The schools of Carbon County are in a very flourishing 
condition, and the enrollment has increased steadily during the 
past two years. Two new districts, having about seventy chil- 
dren, have been organized at Encampment and Battle Lake, 
in the copper region, and a third will soon be established there, 
at Rudefeha. Seven applications for schools have been filed 
within two months. The Ferris district, set apart in early 
days in the northern part of the county, has just been aban- 
doned, as it lacks the number of pupils required by law. The 
remaining schools of the county are increasing instead of losing 
in size. We have nine country schools of between twenty-five 
and sixty pupils, and the smallest enrollment in any district is 
thirteen. Fewer small districts and larger enrollment in exist- 
ing districts is working to the betterment of our schools. 
Money expended in holding perhaps three months' school in 
a year, all that is possible in small districts, is practically 
wasted. By weeding out these small districts, the larger 
schools are enabled to have longer terms and do work that is 
really beneficial. Of course, effort is made to place the larger 
schools where they will draw from a wide country, so that 
few children will be deprived of an education. 

Some complaint reaches us that country districts having 
the same enrollment now as in 1898 are receiving less money, 
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and one taxpayer has requested an explanation. This condition 
of affairs is accounted for by the fai;t that the enrollment in the 
county is increasing more rapidly than are the funds for school 
purposes, thus decreasing the pro rata of apportionment. Al- 
most every school in the county has increased its enrollment in 
the last year except Rawlins, where the establishment of a 
thriving Catholic parochial school has interfered considerably 
with the attendance at the public school, taking out at least 
one-fifth of the children. 

Saratoga has in course of erection a handsome brick school 
building, which will cost, when completed and furnished, in the 
neighborhood of six thousand dollars. It is expected that it 
will be ready for occupancy in January. Encampment and 
Battle Lake are also arranging for frame buildings. 

The State Land Income Fund has provided text books for 
the schools of the county, and nearly every district has in that 
fund a surplus, which is generally transferred and used in the 
payment of teachers. People who have naught to do with the 
public schools, and who are not in a position to know their 
sources of revenue, can hardly realize the great benefit derived 
from the leasing of public lands in Wyoming. The school rev- 
enue from this source alon^, in th^s cQunty, has increased from 
$1,312.81 in 1898 to $4,212.12 in 1900. This land fund, in a few 
years more, will contribute a sum larger than we care to un- 
dertake to estimate for educational work in the State, and re- 
duce taxation very materially. 

Institute work in Carbon County has been raised very 
much in standard during the past three years. The services 
of a competent and experienced conductor from the University 
of Wyoming, one who has at heart the advancement of educa- 
tional interests in our State, have brought about a change for 
the better, and it is a matter of regret that the fund at our dis- 
posal is too small to admit of the employment of several such 
leaders, so that the work might be divided. Our institute pro- 
grams have been based upon the lecture plan, and the lectures 
and discussions have been largely upon methods in teaching 
and discipline. Teachers who have been deprived of normal 
training find the plan especially valuable, while it awakens in 
others an interest in discussions not attainable in anv other 
way. Many teachers have expressed themselves in favor, of 
these institutes, and have urged us to continue the programs, 
and endeavor again to secure the able services of Prof. C. B. 
Ridgaway, who has given us three highly successful sessions. 
His range of subjects is wide, adding variety and interest to the 
meetings, and many years' experience in teaching enables him 
to treat each in a masterly manner. Note books are freely used 
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by the teachers, and the discussions and "experience meetings'* 
following the lectures have been general and profitable. 

Some provision for increasing the institute fund should be 
made by the Legislature, either by fixing an enrollment and 
examination fee, or by larger county appropriations. The pres- 
ent small appropriation is wholly inadequate and a heavy han- 
dicap to eflfectual work. 

GERTRUDE M. HUNTINGTON, 

County Superintendent. 



CROOK COUNTY. 

Sundance, Wyoming, October 13, 1900. 
Hon. T. T. Tynan : 

.Dear -Sir: — I have the honor to submit to you the follow- 
ing report of the schools of Crook County, Wyoming, for the 
past two years : 

This county is divided into fourteen districts, maintains 
fifty-three schools and has an aggregate of 856 pupils. Most 
of the districts are in a prosperous condition, and, with one or 
two exceptions, will be on a cash basis after the first of the year. 

Our teachers, on the whole, are well qualified, earnest and 
painstaking; and the School Boards, for the most part, per- 
form their duties in a prompt and impartial manner; still the 
work accomplished by the pupils in our schools seems hardly 
commensurate with the amount of money expended. This 
seems to be chiefly the result of two causes — the frequent 
change of teachers and the irregularity of attendance on the 
part of many of the pupils. It is true that in most of our dis- 
tricts the length of term is only six months, and, while this is 
not so long as we could wish, still, if every pupil would make 
an honest, earnest effort to be present every day, the result 
would soon be apparent. 

When the "Free Text Book" law went into effect repre- 
sentatives from each District Board met in the County Super- 
intendent's office and adopted uniform books for the county. 
At the same time a committee was chosen, who outlined a 
course of study, based upon the State course and especially 
adapted to the new text books. The teachers have tried to 
follow this course as far as practicable, so, though but one year 
has passed since its adoption, there is no school in the county 
that is not graded to a certain extent. 

We have held one Teachers' Institute during each of the 
past two years, and were fortunate enough to secure for each 
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a thoroughly able, energetic and agreeable conductor. These 
two gentlemen, Prof. J. A. McNaught of Sheridan, Wyoming, 
and Prof. C. H. Miller of Wahoo, Nebraska, I can most heartily 
recommend to any Superintendent in need of a conductor. At 
our last institute we were also fortunate in having a visit from 
our State Superintendent. Although many of the teachers 
had long distances to come, the attendance was excellent, only 
five teachers being absent during the two years. 

I visit each school at least once a term, and where there is 
a change of teachers I usually go a second time. These visits 
are an agreeable part of the work, as the patrons of the various 
schools make my stay among them so pleasant. 

Throughout my two years in office I have been greatly in- 
debted to the State Superintendent, School Boards, teachers, 
patrons and the local newspaper for kindness and aid in my 
work. Respectfully submitted, 

BESSIE MOODIE, 
County Superintendent, Crook County, Wyoming. 



FREMONT COUNTY. 

Hon. Thomas T. Tynan, 

State Superintendent, . 

Cheyenne, Wyoming: 

In compliance with your request, I herewith furnish you a 
report of the conditions of the schools of Fremont County : 

First — There has been a marked improvement in grading 
among the schools of this county during the past two years. 
The Lander public schools, at this time, are under a very com- 
plete system, their course of study being one of the best and 
most complete and practical courses of study I have seen. It is 
arranged for work in twelve grades, each grade covering a 
space of nine months. To take time and space to mention the 
work of all the different grades in this report would make too 
extensive an article. 

If there are any schools wishing a copy of the course of 
study of the public schools of Lander, they could, I am sure, 
secure them of the School Board or at the Superintendent's 
office. 

In speaking further of this grading work, there are some of 
the districts of this county which, through the earnest efforts 
of some of our teachers, with the co-operation of the School 
Boards and County Superintendent, are doing most excellent 
work in that line. Districts Nos. 2, 4, 5 and 8, as well as some 
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Others, are making very good progress. The only drawback 
in the wav of more extensive work in this line is a lack of funds 
to continue the schools a proper length of time to cover the 
requisite amount of school work for each grade. Those schools 
which are in session only three and four months of the year 
cannot make good progress in grade work, or in any manner of 
study, for that matter, there being nothing so detrimental to 
successful school work as short terms and frequent change of 
teachers. Some of our schools suffer through these condi- 
tions — short terms through lack of funds, change of teachers 
from the same cause. No teacher can live upon the wages 
earned in a three or four months* term of each year. They 
must seek employment elsewhere, leaving the School Board to 
secure whom they can. This cause also forces the School 
Boards to hire incompetent teachers, for it is a case of neces- 
sity — "poor teachers or none," as a good teacher will seek 
schools with longer terms and better wages. 

Second — The average attendance of the pupils after their 
enrollment is, as a rule, good ; but as every rule has exceptions, 
there are some instances which are governed mostly by local 
surroundings, where the children are not compelled by the 
parents to attend regularly at school. The laws of Wyoming 
are rigid enough in this respect, and where cases of this kind 
occur the School Board should do their duty and compel at- 
tendance. I find very frequently, if this matter of non-at- 
tendance is. presented in the right manner to the parents and in 
a proper light, they almost invariably comply with the law 
without further trouble. 

Third — There are but a very few of any children of a school 
age within the county, who have access to schools, that do not 
attend nearly if not all of their respective school terms. I know 
several instances where children walk six miles to and from 
school each day, their homes being three miles distant from 
the school house : still they attended regularly during the most 
severe winter weather. On the whole, there has been during 
the past school year a very fair attendance, on an average of 
over ninety-five days per pupil. 

The schools are in a fine progressive state, there being a 
better public sentiment with regard to teachers and the stand- 
ing of their schools. The voiced sentiment is, as to teachers, 
**the best are none too good for us," and as to schools, '*We want 
our schools to rank among the best in Wyoming." With this 
general feeling, there must be progress in an educational line. 

Our institutes for the past two years have been of a very 
high grade, and much good work has been done. In the month 
of September of i89<) vvc held a two weeks' institute, Prof. A. 



34 Biennial Report 

H. Martel being the instructor. The attendance of teachers was 
small, but those who attended were well pleased with the in- 
structions and benefits derived. This work was handled in the 
form of a summer school, instructions given daily in the latest 
normal methods. In nearly all the high school branches a spe- 
cial line of mathematics was also introduced, for the benefit 
of the teachers who would be teaching that branch. 

The County Institute for the year 1900 was held during 
the week commencing September loth, and was a "red letter 
week" to all who had the privilege of attending. It was under 
the supervision of Prof. Frank H. H. Roberts of the Wyoming 
University. There was also in attendance President Smiley 
of the University and the State Superintendent, Hon. Thomas 
T. Tj^nan. With so many illustrious guests and educators, 
there could be but one result — a grand success for the institute. 
There was an enrollment of thirty-two members, with an av- 
erage attendance daily of twenty-nine, besides a great many 
visitors, who were with us every day. The best methods in 
teaching and school government were presented and discussed, 
also many most excellent lectures delivered by all three of these 
educators, making the week all too short. The teachers with 
one accord declared the institute to be the very best they had 
ever attended. 

If we could only have more of these rousing institutes our 
teachers would find there was something more in the world of 
teaching than a mere name and position. It would awaken new 
thoughts and aspirations, which would increase with their daily 
labors. They would strive to be first in their profession, not 
simply machines, performing their daily work in. a listless, aim- 
less kind of manner. 

I fear that I have not given as good and thorough report 
as you wished. I know that I have trespassed too long upon 
your time. And wishing you success in your aim for a better 
and higher standard in the schools of Wyoming, I respectfully 
submit this report to your inspection. 

Very respectfully yours for the best welfare of the schools 
of Wyoming, (Mrs.) MARY A. MASON, 

County Superintendent. 
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JOHNSON COUNTY. 

It is with pleasure that I submit my second biennial report. 
The last two years have been years of progress in educational 
work. The general conditions of the schools and the increasing 
fitness of teachers are matters of pride to all concerned. The 
public is zealous in promoting the welfare of the schools, and 
it is a very rare thing to find children who do not attend school 
during the greater part of the time that the schools are in 
session. An effort has been made to grade the schools of the 
county. 

Nearly all of the teachers have purchased copies of the 
Illinois State Course of Study and are making it the basis 
of their work. 

A five-day institute has been held each summer, and an 
endeavor has been made to render it as helpful as possible to 
young teachers. I find in almost every school room visited that 
teachers are making practical applications of the principles dis- 
cussed. Only in a few instances have the teachers failed to 
attend. 

The Buffalo schools are in a very prosperous condition. 
They are well disciplined and graded, and offer a good, thor- 
ough three years' high school course. At present an addition 
to the school building, costing eleven thousand dollars, is being 
constructed. 

I suggest that requirements for teachers' certificates are 
sufficiently rigid at present, but that the laws regulating the 
granting of the same should be amended in a number of 
instances, and that teachers should be required to pay an 
examination fee. I think it would be unwise to have all ex- 
amination papers marked and graded by the State Examining 
Board. County Superintendents know best the conditions 
in their respective counties, and should exercise the power of 
granting or refusing certificates. Again, there always will be 
cases of emergencies where County Superintendents can at- 
tend to matters at once without the delay attendant upon 
matters brought before the State Board. 

I think it would be of advantage to have included in your 
report statistics from the graded schools of the State. Per- 
haps nothing would do more to unite work and advance the 
interests of the schools of the State than a State educationaf 
paper. CORNELIA SNIDER, 

County Superintendent. 
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LARAMIE COUNTY. 

Hon. T. T. Tynan, 

State Superintendent, 

Cheyenne, Wyoming: 

Dear Sir : — In compliance with your request, I take pleas- 
ure in submitting to you the following report of the work done 
in this county during the past two years : 

There are in Laramie County eleven regularly organized 
school districts. The total number of schools taught during 
the past year was one hundred and fourteen, the total number 
of pupils in 1900 being 2,088. 

The aggregate value of school property in this county is, 
in round numbers, $150,000. Most of the l?uildings are owned 
by the districts, and are substantially built of brick and stone, 
well furnished with modern seats, books, maps and charts. In 
all of the districts free text books are furnished, and they have 
been a great help to both teachers and pupils. 

During the past two years two institutes have been held, 
^ach during the last week in August, followed by the teachers* 
examination. Two instructors were employed for each, and 
the attendance was considered very good. At the last one 
hundred and five teachers were enrolled — a larger number 
than ever before. A good degree of interest was manifested by 
the teachers, and all seemed to feel that the institutes had been 
very instructive. 

An effort has been made to grade the county schools, so 
that pupils can enter the high school after completing the 
eighth grade. We hope to reach a greater success than has 
yet been attained. It is our aim to gradually raise the standard 
of our teachers, and improve the schools each year as much as 
possible. A greater interest is being taken by the parents in 
the schools, and we hope to attain better results in the next 
two vears than ever before. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ELIZABETH S. HAWES, 

County Superintendent. 



NATRONA COUNTY. 

Hon. Thomas T. Tynan, 

Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
Cheyenne, Wyoming: 
Dear Sir: — I have the honor to submit to you the follow- 
ing report on the condition of the public schools under my 
charge in Natrona County, Wyoming: 
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The population of Natrona County is small, owing to tlie 
fact that there is but one town in the county, and that much 
of the county is occupied by sheep herders, who necessarily live 
far apart, and, as a rule, have no families. It is difficult to pro- 
vide adequate school accommodations for children living in 
these sparsely settled districts; yet, in every instance where 
the required number of children could be gotten together, we 
have organized and maintained schools. These smaller schools, 
however, are not always permanent : the removal of two or 
three families from a community sometimes causing the re- 
moval of the school. We have been obliged during the past 
two years to discontinue two districts, and in some instances 
have had the location of schools changed. One new district 
has been organized. Nearly all of the country districts are 
building better school houses, purchasing good apparatus and 
providing for longer terms of school. 

The Casper schools have made marked progress. The 
present principal is an able and scholarly man, and we feel 
certain that under his management the Casper schools will 
soon be ranked among the very best of the State. Ranchmen 
are already beginning to send their children here to school. 
Fifty more pupils have been registered since September than 
were enrolled last year. A professional vocalist has been en- 
gaged to teach music in, all of the grades. The kindergarten, 
which existed heretofore largely in an experimental state, has 
been set aside by itself, given a separate teacher and provided 
with proper kindergarten materials. The attendance of en- 
rolled pupils has been good. In one case I prosecuted for non- 
attendance. 

After the passage of the law providing for free text books, 
I recommended a list of books to be used in the county. This 
list was generally accepted, giving us at least county uni- 
formity. 

In regard to the State school funds, I wish to call your 
attention to the fact that almost one-tenth of the whole amount 
came from Natrona County, and yet in the pro rata apportion- 
ment she received less than one-fortieth of the whole amount. 
I am not prepared at the present time to suggest any remedy, 
but such a proportion seems unjust to our county. But little, 
if any, relief would be given by making a census of the district 
the basis for the pro rata apportionment, instead of the school 
enrollment ; yet we cannot see why the same basis should not 
be used for the distribution of money which is used for the 
formation of districts. At present a school may be demanded 
in a district where the children live too far apart to be able to 
attend, and for whom no State money is received. 
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. We have held two successful Teachers' Institutes, under 
the management of Prof. Frank H. H. Roberts of the Uni- 
versity of Wyoming. These institutes have been both inter- 
esting and instructive, and were well attended by the teachers. 
To supplement them we are forming a Teachers' Association. 
The object of the association is to provide lectures and discus- 
sions, for the good of the public, as well as the teachers, and to 
bring parents and teachers into close connection with each 
other. It seems to us, also, a practicable way of promoting 
University extension. 

We are pleased, on the whole, with the recent law in regard 
to teachers' certificates. It has helped in producing a higher 
standard of competency among teachers. If any change were 
to be made in the law, we would suggest only that a longer 
time limit be given to first and second grade certificates, and 
that the examinations be held at least four times each year. 
It makes comparatively little difference whether the County 
Superintendents or the State Board correct the papers. It has 
been my custom to use my own judgment as to whether or not 
an applicant is old enough to teach, but it would seem better 
to have this authority expressed rather than implied in the 
school laws. Provision should be made that certificates be not 
issued to applicants under a certain age. 

The accounts of district officers have not always been as 
well kept and accurate as we should wish. We would suggest 
that the manner of keeping these accounts be simplified as 
much as possible. The Teachers' Fund and the School House 
Fund may be transferred and retransferred to an extent that 
might puzzle any inexperienced bookkeeper. Proper blank 
books with simple directions would assist greatly in keeping 
the accounts straight. We should like to see such books fur- 
nished from the State office to all School District Treasurers 
and Clerks, and also to the County Superintendents. 

We believe that an annual meeting of the County Super- 
intendents would result in much benefit to the school system. 
Such a meeting, under the direction of the State Superin- 
tendent, would undoubtedly assist in producing more intelli- 
gent, enthusiastic and uniform work throughout the State. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JAMES LOUIS CRAIG, 
County Superintendent of Schools. 
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SHERIDAN COUNTY. 

The country schools have all been graded and classified, 
first, according to the State course of study prepared by Miss 
Reel, and, later, when the course of study was changed in the 
city schools, it was also done in all country grades, as so many 
country children move into Sheridan for a part of the year, it 
was thought best that they be made to correspond. I find that 
the grading of the pupils and the regular visits of the County 
Superintendent have proven a great incentive to both teachers 
and pupils, and a great help toward constant and regular at- 
tendance. The attendance is good throughout the county, ex- 
cept in about three districts. Some children are obliged to ride 
seven and eight miles to school, and many children walk as far 
as three and four. About one and one-half years ago I investi- 
gated the matter all over the county to find how many families 
were not sending their children to school, and found that there 
were seven families who did not send at all, but, upon calling 
on them, I found that five out of the seven were intelligent, 
educated people and were teaching the children at home in 
preference to sending so far on horseback. 

There have been two new districts formed where badly 
needed, making in all about ten schools added to the county. 
Ten new school buildings have been built, two of them being 
of the native rock, and the last one being modeled after the 
modern plan, being seated, lighted and ventilated according 
to best and latest methods. 

We have a complete change of text books, making county 
uniformity, and the new text book law is giving almost uni- 
versal satisfaction. 

We have an excellent attendance at our County Institute, 
all teachers and prospective teachers except two being in con- 
stant attendance. Our Teachers' Association meets occasion- 
ally, and we have a program, after which a social is held. 

Although we have had a scarcity of teachers, wages have 
come up but very little. The County Superintendent should 
be paid as much at least as the best teachers get, as the work 
that a Superintendent must do, if she does her duty, is far 
beyond the salary paid. 

The five mills' levy allowed is not enough when the valua- 
tion is small, and either this should be raised or the railroad 
tax should be uniform throughout the county and divided 
equally among the districts. 

The law in regard to the number of months a child should 
be kept in school should be raised to six instead of three. 

MARION DILLON, 
County Superintendent. 
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SWEETWATER COUNTY. 

I have the honor to submit the following report of the 
schools of this county and the work done in their behalf during 
the past two years: 

In 1898 there were five school districts in Sweetwater 
County, in which seventeen schools were taught. We now 
have nine districts, with twenty-three schools. 

Four districts have graded schools — Rock Springs, Grejen 
River, Sweetwater and Granger. It is only lately that an at- 
tempt has been made to grade the last two named, but with a 
sincere effort on the part of the teacher and the support of the 
School Board, there is no reason why it should not be a success 
and a permanent thing. All of the teachers have the State 
Course of Study, published by Miss Reel in 1897, and I have 
instructed them to follow it as closely as the prevailing condi- 
tions will allow. 

I have found all of our School Boards interested and will- 
ing to co-operate with me in any measure which will improve 
their schools. With a uniform course of study, records and 
report cards adhered to by every Superintendent in the State, 
it would be possible to grade all of the schools in the State, and 
thus bring our standard much higher. This cannot be done, 
however, without a closer organization of the educational 
forces of the State. 

In all of the old districts the enrollment has increased and 
the attendance is unusually good. In the larger schools there 
has been a marked decrease in attendance as the grades ad- 
vanced, many boys and girls seeking wage-earning employ- 
ment before they are through the fifth or sixth grade. 

During the past two years a strenuous effort has been 
made by our City Superintendents and teachers to overcome 
this condition, and, through an increased interest, to keep all 
pupils in school until the course is completed. 

Much credit is due City Superintendents Conner and Dun- 
bar of Rock Springs for the work they have done in this respect. 
The attendance here has steadily increased, until this month, 
October, 1900, shows an attendance of 94.3 per cent, of the 
pupils enrolled. 

I have noticed a marked improvement in the general stand- 
ing of all the schools of the county, while the patrons and the 
pubilc in general have shown a renewed interest. 

There is a growing sentiment in favor of employing only 
teachers who have had professional training, or its equivalent 
in successful experience. The Directors of District No. 4 have 
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passed a resolution that they will employ only such, and it is 
hoped that more schools in the county will follow their example. 

We have a County Teachers' Association, which meets 
twice a year. This organization has done much toward keeping 
alive that professional enthusiasm so necessary to the success- 
ful teacher. We are indebted to President Smiley, Prof. Ridg- 
away and Prof. Slosson of the Wyoming University for assist- 
ance at our association meetings. 

Two successful County Institutes have been held. The 
first was conducted by Prof. J. F. Conner. McMurray's Method 
of Recitation was used as a text book on methods, and the 
session proved unusually beneficial. Prof. J. L. Fleming con- 
ducted the institute of 1900. With but one exception, all the 
teachers of the county were in regular attendance, taking part 
in all the discussions and displaying more than ordinary interest 
in the subjects before them. The question of school legislation 
was considered at length, and a number of resolutions passed 
recommending several changes in the laws regulating the 
granting of certificates. 

I regard the law providing for a State Board of Examiners 
an excellent one, but am in favor of a salary being paid them, 
and believe that they should correct all examination papers. I 
believe there should also be a strict criminal law on the sanita- 
tion of all school buildings in the State. 

MRS. AGNES L. DAVIS, 

County Superintendent. 



UINTA COUNTY. 

Hon. T. T. Tynan, 

State Superintendent, 

Cheyenne, Wyoming: 

Dear Sir: — In reply to your request contained in your 
letter of the 20th inst., I herewith hand you the following 
statement : 

First — Some improvement has been made in the grading 
of the district schools during the past two years. A complefe 
revision was made in the graded course of study of our 
Evanston school, both in the primary and intermediate grades, 
also in the high school work. Some effort has been made to 
establish a graded school at Afton, in Star Valley, though plans 
are not yet completed. A new building is at present being 
erected there. 

Second — The attendance of pupils after enrollment is gen- 
erally good throughout the district schools, while in our town 
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schools the attendance is not so good. Such non-attendance, 
it is thought, is due mostly to the negligence of the parents. It 
does seem as though something might be done toward com- 
pulsory education of the boys and a few girls, who run the 
streets during school hours. The present law seems to be of no 
avail. 

Third — During the past two years the number of schools 
has increased from fifty-nine to sixty-eight, and the general 
standing throughout the county, with one or two exceptions, 
shows a gfradual improvement. 

The thirteenth annual session convened at Evanston in 
September, 1900, with an enrollment of forty teachers actually 
engaged in teaching in the county, and twelve who are pre- 
paring themselves for teachers, making a total enrollment of 
fifty-two interested' members of our County Institute. The 
work was again conducted by Prof. Roberts, who is an excellent 
instructor. He presented the several subjects handled in a very 
interesting and helpful manner. Especially gfrateful were the 
teachers for the many hints given on the methods of teaching, 
and the suggestions offered on "How to Prepare for Exam- 
inations." 

During the session we were pleased to have with us Presi- 
dent E. E. Smiley of our State University, who favored the 
teachers with an address on the subject of "The Dignity of the 
Profession of Teaching," and kindly offered suggestions in re- 
gard to the formation of Teachers* Associations, which met 
with the hearty approval of the teachers. 

A call from our State Superintendent was gfreatly appre- 
ciated by the members of our institute, and the remarks made 
by him in regard to teachers' certificates suited the needs of 
the teacher and were particularly well received. In fact, the 
manifest interest on the part of our State Superintendent in the 
educational welfare of Uinta C^ounty was much appreciated by 
both teacher and parent. 

The teachers expressed themselves as being greatly bene- 
fited by the advantages and privileges furnished for their ad- 
vancement, and voted the entire session a success. 

I wish, as does also nearly every teacher in Uinta County, 
that the limited number of four days' institute be extended. 

Yours very truly, 

NELLIE PEPPER, 

County Superintendent. 
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WESTON COUNTY. 

Hon. Thomas T. Tynan, 

Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
Cheyenne, Wyoming: 

Dear Sir: — I am in receipt of your communication, in 
which you desire a general report of the advancement made in 
our schools. 

We have adopted a course of study embracing two years of 
strictly high school work, and for the first time will graduate 
a class of six this year . 

Since January, 1894, I have had charge of the schools of 
this county, and can honestly state that there has been some 
improvement in that time. In 1894 we had : 

At Newcastle, 3 teachers ; attendance, 145. 

At Cambria, 2 teachers ; attendance, 95. 

At Merino, i teacher; attendance, 21. 

At Dry Creek, i teacher ; attendance, 10. 

At Plum Creek, i teacher ; attendance, 8. 

At Skull Creek, i teacher ; attendance, 10. 

In 1900 we have: 

Eighteen schools in District No. i ; attendance, 367. 

Two schools in District No. 2 ; attendance, 28. 

Three schools in District No. 3 ; attendance, 66. 

We have several new buildings at a cost of $250 each. 

The average attendance of pupils is all that could be de- 
sired, but there are about a dozen children of school age who 
are not in school ; some of the number because they are obliged 
to work, others from neglect. 

In the six institutes which have been under my supervision, 
we have had two teachers who did not attend — one in 1896, the 
other in 1900. Other than these two cases, the attendance has 
been perfect, and their work and school spirit most excellent 
and helpful. We have employed instructors for all save one 
institute : but our principals and assistants have done at least 
half of the instructing, which work was quite as beneficial as 
that of the former. 

As institutes furnish a means of distributing enthusiasm, 
we organized a County Teachers' Association, to meet every 
month at various places, and have for several years conducted 
these on much the same plan as our institutes, having papers 
read, study of White's School Management and reading and 
number methods exemplified. These meetings have been a con- 
tinual source of help to teachers and schools. 
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I know of no change in the school law that would benefit 
us so much as having a two weeks' institute. We also need 
some penalty attached to enforce attendance at institutes and 
public examinations. Making school months of twenty days 
each would simplify matters somewhat. I believe there are no 
other States where they teach calendar months. 

Very respectfully, 

EMMA P. BOWMAN. 
County Superintendent. 
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STATE OF WYOMING. 
Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction, 

Cheyenne, Wyoming. 
To His Excellency, 

DeForest Richards, 

Governor of Wyoming: 
Sir: — I have the honor to transmit herewith the biennial 
report of this office for the two years ending September 30, 
1902, setting forth the condition of this department, as required 
by law. Very respectfully, 

THOMAS T. TYNAN, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction. 



REPORT. 



Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction, 

Cheyenne, Wyoming. 

In compliance with the provisions of Section i8o, Revised 
Statutes, 1 have the honor to submit herewith the biennial re- 
port of the Superintendent of Public Instruction for the period 
of two years ending September 30, 1902 : 

As usual, the precedent long established in the appearance 
of this report is still in order, and the same apologies are to be 
supplied. An extra effort has been made, without resorting to 
the stringent measures of the law, to induce the school of- 
ficers supplying the principal statistics for this report, and who, 
under the law, are required to supply such data at a stated time, 
to use every endeavor to comply with the law in this respect. 
Still the same results obtain, and, in fact, gfreater and more seri- 
ous delays have been made than ever before. It means now that 
the statutes covering these difficulties, imposing penalties in 
case of dereliction, must be resorted to if a change is to be ef- 
fected, in order that this report be made up and filed with the 
executive on the date prescribed by the statutes. 

In addition to the statistics herein enumerated, I have in- 
corporated such other subject matter as I believe to be of most 
general interest to the people of the State. Aniong the subjects 
to which special attention is directed are. Consolidation of 
Schools, Introduction of Report Cards to Parents, Complete 
Daily and Term Registers in the Country Schools, ^Adoption 
of the State Course of Study, Free Text Books, County Insti- 
tutes, County Superintendents, State University, State Board 
of Examiners, and Districts Officers and Their Ability to Keep 
Accounts. An attempt is made to give as nearly as possible 
full information concerning the condition and progress of the 
public schools, the receipts and disbursements of the school 
funds. State, County and District, and other data concerning 
the educational interests of the State. The basic matter con- 
tained in this report is primarily reported from the district, 
and any district failing to supply this information in the time 
required by law delays the issuance of this report. The district 
officer reports to the County Superintendent of his respective 
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county, and in turn the County Superintendent reports to 
this office. 

A comparison of the tables in this report with those con- 
tained in former reports shows conclusively a steady advance- 
ment of the schools throughout the State. Much work has 
been accomplished in an educational way, and more money 
is being expended yearly in the support of the same. The 
spirit pervading all of the schools indicates a progressive and 
healthy growth. The enrollment has increased 3,000 since 
the last report ; the average attendance is much better, and 
more interest is being manifested by the parents and teachers^ 
and the work of the pupils is much more satisfactory. 

Many towns in the several counties have established 
kindergartens in connection with the schools and all counties 
are provided with high schools. 

The increase in the moneys derived from the leasing of 
school lands has enabled many of the districts to provide longer 
terms, hire a greater number of proficient teachers, and build 
more and better school buildings. The apportionment of 
money from this source for the two years covered by this 
report is $56,573.13 greater than for the two years covered 
by the last report. Notwithstanding the great increase in the 
enrollment of pupils, hereinbefore mentioned, the apportion- 
ment has increased to the extent that the distribution per 
capita is greater by $1.05 in 1902 than in the year 1900. 

The unprecedented prosperity of the nation during the 
past two years, keenly felt and experienced by our State, has 
made it possible for our youth not only to avail themselves of 
the advantages offered by our splendid public schools, but of 
higher institutions, and this they are doing in gfreater num- 
bers than ever before. 

High Schools. 

The high schools were authorized by law in 1887. when 
we were yet a territory, and they are receiving universal sup- 
port wherever situated. The people have confidence in them, 
for we have now a high school in every county, many of the 
counties sustaining two or more. The exceptional growth of 
these schools augurs well for the success and prosperity of 
the State ; the great increase in the number of these schools 
gives opportunity to nearly all of our children to secure a good 
secondary education and still remain under the influence of the 
home. They are supplied with the best of teachers, latest 
appliances, and are well equipped to turn out a product ready 
to receive the smooth and finished touches of the State Uni- 
versity, i . 
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The State University. 

I would respectfully call your attention to the report of 
the President of this institution, which gives a succinct and 
comprehensive detail of its growth, methods and condition 
during the past fifteen years. I am glad, indeed, to be able to 
present this report at this time, which speaks well for this 
splendid institution, the recognized head of our educational 
system, the finale of the knowledge seeking student's life and 
the pride of our State. 

The faculty has steadily increased from year to year until 
now there are employed nineteen instructors, specialists in 
their particular departments, whose splendid and thorough 
work is being recognized generally by the public and by the 
sister institutions in this Western country. 

This institution is in close touch with the graded and high 
schools of the State, admitting graduates from the high schools 
to the Freshman class without examination. Those students 
who come not quite prepared may enter the Preparatory 
school, a department of a very high standard, where they may 
advantageously prepare themselves for the regular course. 
The Normal department makes a special effort in the training 
of students desiring to become teachers. 

Under such an able administration, the University has 
made steady advancement, and parents seeking an advanced 
school in which to educate their childreen need not go beyond 
the borders of our State, so long as the State retains such men 
as now constitute the head and faculty of this institution. 
Student graduates of our Univeristy rank well in work when 
continuing their studies in the recognized leading institutions 
of learning in this country. Reference may here be made to 
several student graduates who are now continuing their studies 
in Harvard, Yale and West Point. 

Free Text Books. 

The law in regard to free text books is very popular and 
meets with general approval in our State, and the results are 
entirely satisfactory. In addition to supplying free text books, 
most of the districts furnish the pupils with pencils, pens, 
paper and ink and other necessary supplies for the conduct of 
the schools. The schools of Wyoming are now, in fact, free 
in every particular, and a pupil or parent cannot now urge as 
an excuse for non-attendance inability to purchase books and 
supplies. According to the reports received from the County 
Superintendents, nearly all counties report increased average 
attendance, and that all the children of school age are receiv- 
ing the benefit of public school education. 
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The greatest expense in placing the books in schools of 
the State was incurred during the first two years after the law 
became operative, and, accordi^ig to the report of this office 
two years ago, the amount expended for this purpose was $29,- 
596.88, an average cost per pupil enrolled of $2, while the 
amount expended for books for the two years covered by this 
report was $18,343.30, or an average cost per pupil of $1. The 
life time of the book, under the system adopted by the districts 
in the care of books, is considered to be three years, and from 
this it will be readily seen that the expense will decrease from 
year to year, as the districts are supplied, and as the books 
are purchased from the moneys derived from the renting of 
school lands, no burden is imposed upon the parent or tax- 
payer, and necessarily this is a great saving to the people of 
the State. 

Many things are commendable in this law; children are 
able to enter their classes the first day of the term, and the 
transfer of a pupil from one grade to another may be made 
without delay. The schools are perfectly free, and the law 
removes a barrier that otherwise prevented poor children from 
attending school. It secures uniformity of books in the county 
and is possible in the State: it is much cheaper, as all books 
are purchased at the lowest possible price, and each book is 
used by more than one pupil : it secures better classification 
in rural or country schools and gives the pupil an opportunity 
to study the best and more modern publications, and secures 
for him a much longer school life, and especially in secondary 
education, which might be curtailed if the pupil were com- 
pelled to furnish the necessary books for advanced grades. 
It also removes an unpleasant distinction between those who 
can and those who cannot afford to purchase their own books, 
such as arises under the law, providing free books for indigent 
persons. 

County Superintendents. 

In my report two years ago I recommended that the sal- 
aries of County Superintendents be raised, for the reason that 
it was impossible to secure a competent person to assume the 
duties and responsibilities of that important office for a less 
salary than was paid the lowest salaried teacher of our country 
schools : that, in order to secure closer and better supervision, 
a salary must be paid commensurate with the duties imposed ; 
that it was false economv to pay small salaries and have the 
officer feel that he could not afford to devote much time to 
the work : that it was impossible to raise the standard of our 
schools unless closer and better supervision was obtained, and 
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the services of an efficient and capable officer were secured. 
The last Legisalture passed a law raising the salaries of these 
officers, and I now feel confident that the result will be more 
satisfactory and the schools be much benefited thereby. These 
officers will now feel that they can devote all of their time to 
their work and will become more interested in it, and if any 
more duties are imposed, will be more than willing to per- 
form them. 

I would respectfully call attention to the biennial reports 
of these officers, which relate in detail many changes and im- 
provements made during the two years just closed. These 
reports also ask that certain changes be made in the law re- 
specting schools and school management, and I would earnestly 
urge your consideration of these matters. 

County Institutes. 

County Institutes prescribed by law are universally held. 
The principal obstacle to this source of school improvement is 
found in the lack of means to maintain them. In nearly all 
States they are looked upon as of vital importance to the 
teaching force of a county, and I commend to your considera- 
tion a more liberal provision as to length of time the institutes 
should be held and the amount appropriated for their use, and 
that the law should provide that a fee of $1 be charged the 
teachers attending and receiving benefit. The teachers are 
hard working, self-sacrificing public servants, and every means 
that can be devoted to their benefit and improvement should 
be cheerfully afforded. The institute is conducted in each 
county under the direction of the County Superintendent, and 
the work in these meetings in all the counties during the past 
two years has been quite up to the standard, and I believe 
greater interest has been manifested than ever before. A 
greater per cent, has been gained in the attendance of teachers 
and the improvement in the work in these meetings is due to 
the increased interest of the teachers and those engaged in 
the work. 

Arrangements for these meetings are made by the Super- 
intendents of the different counties to conform with the re- 
quirements of the law for the examination of teachers, and 
the institutes are held during the beginning or end of the 
summer vacation, thus preventing the State Superintendent 
from being able to visit all of the institutes held during the 
year. However, during the years 1901 and 1902 I have attended 
seventeen institutes out of the twenty-six held ; seven of the 
counties I have visited each year ; three counties, one year, and 
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two of the counties I did not reach at all. It is to be hoped 
that in the future the institutes may be so arranged that it 
will be possible for me to visit every institute, during each year. 

Teachers' Association^ 

Wyoming is the only State in the Union without such 
an organization. No little effort in years past, and, in fact, in 
recent years, has been made to effect an organization of this 
character by the teachers and others interested in educational 
work, yet without avail. It is recognized almost as an impos- 
sibility to effect an organization without State aid, as the 
State is so large and sparsely settled and the lack of railroad 
facilities makes it expensive for teachers residing in counties 
without these facilities to attend. No one will deny that the 
interests of public education are as great and urgent as the 
interests of any other department of our State's administration. 
The cost of maintaining our schools each year is as great a's is 
expended in the conduct of our State's government. There- 
fore, it is apparent that from whatever standpoint we consider 
the educational interest of our commonwealth, the problem of 
the public school is of exceptional importance. It is, therefore, 
quite imperative that, in order to perfect the great system of 
education in our State, a greater expenditure of money should 
be made in training our teaching force, and an association 
should be organized under legal provisions and encourage- 
ment, and I, therefore, would recommend that an appropriation 
be made for the purpose of promoting and effecting an organ- 
ization of this character. 

State Board of Examiners. 

The law of 1899 creating this board was a progressive 
measure, and necessary to meet the conditions of the schools in 
this State. It was the first step by way of legislation enacted 
in years towards the protection of our pupils against incom- 
petent teachers, and especially pupils attending the country 
schools, and the raising of the standard of our schools by re- 
quiring and maintaining higher qualifications of teachers. The 
change being so radical, caused considerable criticism at first, 
but, by subsequent changes and modifications in the law, these 
objections are now nearly all removed. The board has pre- 
pared nearly all of the examination questions for the examina- 
tion of teachers held by the County Superintendents during 
the past two years, thus bringing about uniformity in exam- 
inations and a higher standard of qualification. For the past 
four years it has been the policy of the board to encourage 
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teachers to a higher and better preparation, and from year to 
year the requirements for certificates have been raised, in or- 
der to bring about a higher standard in the teaching force. 
The granting of Professional certificates is by the State Super- 
intendent, after an examination and upon the recommendation 
of this board. 

It has been proposed that the board be empowered to hold 
all examinations and grant certificates, reserving to County 
Superintendents the right to veto the board's action, if the 
candidate lack in moral character, aptness to teach or ability 
to govern. This, no doubt, would give uniformity throughout 
the State, but would deprive the County Superintendent of a 
ceftain responsibility in the examination of a certain class of 
teachers, who would be provided with a legal certificate with 
authority to teach, which might make it impossible for the 
Superintendent to work in harmony or secure co-operation of 
the teacher in his work. 

The work by this board during the two years just closed 
has been performed with high efficiency, notwithstanding the 
inconvenience of an inadequate appropriation to properly con-^ 
duct the duties imposed upon it. Reference should be made to 
the report furnished by the Secretary, whose suggestions are 
worthv of careful consideration. 

School District Officers. 

In the beginning of this report is made mention of the 
fact that this office has been seriously embarrassed by the in- 
completeness and tardiness of reports from the County Super- 
intendents, due to the ignorance or carelessness of District 
Clerks in furnishing reports of their districts. These statistics 
are of value and constitute nearly, if not all, of the statistics 
herein given, and it is important that full information be sup- 
plied, and that reports be made in the time required by statute. 

From the reports of many of the County Superifitendents, 
to which vour attention has been invited, it is found that the 
cause of most of the delays by the County Superintendents 
was due to ignorance of the District Clerks in knowing how to 
make their reports, and especially in so far as that part of it 
pertains to the financial condition of the district. The Super- 
intendents universally have this complaint to offer, and verily 
believe that legislation regarding the school officer and his 
duties is the greatest need of the rural schools at this time. 
They ask that an educational qualification be required of all 
district officers, in order to secure competent members to serve 
on the boards, and that one of the requirements be ability to 
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keep accurate accounts. As the law now stands, any person 
may be elected to serve as a member of a District Board, 
whether he is able to read or write or not, and ofttimes such 
persons are elected in order to get even with some person in 
the district against whom he may have a personal grudge. 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 

During the past biennial period of 1901 and 1902 I have 
made every endeavor to promote the rural schools of the State, 
feeling that they required the most attention, if we expected 
to bring about a greater degree of efficiency in our public school 
system. At the cost of time and labor, and a goodly share of 
the office contingent, I determined to put into operation certain 
reforms in the rural schools. 

I first supplied every district in the State with report cards, 
which required about 10,000 in number; the cards were sent 
to the County Superintendents, with instrucfions that they be 
used in every school and by every teacher. These cards are 
^made out by the teacher, and show the progress made by the 
pupil from month to month in his studies. When the supply 
becomes exhausted, the boards are instructed to furnish them 
thereafter at the expense of the district. In addition to this, I 
furnished five hundred complete daily registers and five hun- 
dred complete term registers, which are also to be supplied by 
the districts, when exhausted. These registers are adapted to 
the course of study, and show the progress of each pupil in 
said course, whether regular or irregular in advancement, with 
a reorganization of classes for the next term. 

I also adopted a State Course of Study, and purchased six 
hundred to place one in each grade in all the schools of the 
State. These have been distributed and are being used uni- 
versally. With the adoption of the State Text Book law, State 
Course of Study and classification register, we expect soon to 
have a uniform system of public school education, which, if 
brought about, will make us the first State in the Union to 
obtain such results. 

We are about to begin "the consolidation of schools" in 
this State, the concentration of rural schools and the establish- 
ment of a real rural high school. This is a question I have 
given a great deal of consideration. For the past three or four 
years at the national educational meetings this question has 
been brought up from time to time, and is receiving much at- 
tention from many of the Western States ; in fact, all of the 
Northern and Western States are putting the system into 
operation, as they believe it to be the only solution of the rural 
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school problem. I am not satisfied as to its feasibility in this 
State, though I am informed that an attempt is to be made at 
Wheatland in the near future to consolidate nine rural schools 
into a central school, making a graded and high school out of 
the nine schools above mentioned, and by said consolidation 
have fewer and better teachers, by paying better salaries, and 
giving to the pupils opportunities for more advanced work. 
The rural schools have always been at a disadvantage on ac- 
count of inability to pay good wages, the city drawing upon the 
towns for their best teachers and the towns in turn upon the 
rural districts. If the consolidation can be obtained without 
extra expense and discomfort to the children while being trans- 
ported, I am heartily in favor of the plan. 

Recomniendations. 

Many of the laws now on our statute governing the schools 
of the State no longer serve the purpose for which they were 
intended, while others give endless trouble to officers in at- 
tempting to carry out their provisions. I would respectfully 
recommend that the law designating the date of the district 
meeting be changed from the first Monday in May of each year 
to the first Monday in September ; that the law relating to the 
election of School Trustees be so amended as to make the qual- 
ification of each member to be elected an educational one, and 
that the Trustee so elected shall be able to read and write, and 
to keep accurate accounts; that the statute be changed as to 
defining a school month, the month to be divided into four 
weeks of five days each, thus making the month twenty days, 
instead of the calendar month ; that school meetings or dis- 
tricts be empowered to abandon schools under their jurisdiction 
for the purpose of consolidation, and they be permitted to vote 
money to purchase wagons, horses and other necessary things 
for the transportation of pupils, and that two or more districts 
may be permitted to consolidate in order to concentrate the 
schools, for the purpose of securing better gradation, etc. ; that 
a greater distinction be made between the life of the first and 
second grade certificates, the complaint being made that there 
is not enough distinction between these two grades to warrant 
a person having a second in making the extra eflFort to obtain a 
first ; that a penalty be exacted from any teacher who fails to 
attend the County Institute when due notice is given by the 
County Superintendent, unless they have first been excused 
by that officer or can give good reasons for non-attendance. 
I would recommend as a penalty that power be given the 
County Superintendent to revoke the certificate of the teacher 
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so offending, and the penalty be applicable to all teachers com- 
ing under his jurisdiction. That authority be given County 
Superintendents to charge a fee of $i of all teachers attending 
institute, to help defray the expenses, of such meeting ; that 
the Board of County Commissioners be empowered to make a 
more liberal appropriation for the conduct of the County Insti- 
tute, and that the money so appropriated may be used to defray 
all expenses in connection therewith, and that more days may 
be set aside for holding such institutes ; that the State make a 
liberal appropriation for the organization of a State Teachers' 
Association and encourage the same by legislation. 

This office is flooded daily with letters requesting reports 
from this office, giving such information as relates to the schools 
and their condition. These letters are required to be answered 
in particular, and I would recommend that, in order to obviate 
the great amount of work necessary to carry on this corre- 
spondence, an appropriation be made to have the report of this 
ofiice printed. 

COMMON SCHOOL LAND INCOME FUND. 

On March 31, 1901, the following amounts were distributed 
from the Common School Land Income Fund : 

Counties. Enrollment. Apportionment. 

Albany 1,338 $ 5,352.00 

Big Horn 644 2,576.00 

Carbon 1,338 S»352.oo 

Converse 714 2,856.00 

Crook 856 3424.00 

Fremont 643 2,572.00 

Johnson 567 2,268.00 

Laramie 2,088 8,352.00 

Natrona 288 1,152.00 

Sweetwater 1,106 4,424.00 

Sheridan 1,303 5,212.00 

Uinta 3,166 12,664.00 

Weston 461 1 ,844.00 

Totals 14,512 $58,048.00 
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On 51arch 31, 1902, the above mentioned fund was dis- 
tributed as follows : 

Counties. Enrollment. Apportionment. 

Albany 1461 $ 6,281.29 

Big Horn 943 4»054.25 

Carbon 1450 6,233.99 

Converse 698 3,000.92 

Crook 902 3377-97 

Fremont 720 3»095.50 

Johnson 580 2,493.60 

Laramie 2,266 9,742.23 

Natrona 323 1,388.68 

Sweetwater 1,190 5,1 16.17 

Sheridan 1,340 5,761.07 

Uinta 3»303 14,200.60 

Weston 588 2,527.99 

Totals 15,764 $67,774.26 

The statements given below will enable you to form some 
idea of the manner in which this fund has grown from one fiscal 
year, ending September 30th, to another : 

1^89^ $9*193.52 1896 $ 9,590.38 1900 $52,870.56 

1893 6,651.19 1897 9,979.44 1901 60,885.74 

1894 7,211.13 1898.... 13,140.83 1902 67,449.90 

1895 7*384.86 1899 34,145.87 

COMMON SCHOOL PERMANENT LAND FUND. 

The Common School Permanent Land Fund, which con- 
sists of moneys derived from the sale of school lands and five 
per cent, of all the sales of lands in the State of Wyoming by 
the United States under Government laws, which, under the act 
of admission, the State is entitled to, amounted on September 
30, 1902, to the sum of $91,774.21, out of which there was in- 
vested the sum of $56490. This fund can only be invested in 
State, County or District bonds, under the direction of the 
Governor, the State Treasurer and the Attorney General. This 
shows an increase of over $43,000 over the amount of moneys 
on hand in this fund reported two years ago, and an increase 
of $35,000 in the amount invested, the interest of which goes to 
the Common School Land Income Fund, which is distributed 
the first of April of each year. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF WYOMING— ITS GROWTH IN 

FIFTEEN YEARS. 



Grounds and Buildings. 

The University first opened its doors to students in an 
unfinished building, September 6, 1887. It started from small 
beginnings in territorial days, without a large population or 
greatly developed wealth behind it. Not until 1890, the first 
year of our statehood, was the first building, the Hall of Lan- 
guages, completed. During the short fifteen years of its history, 
only just finished, however, it has been advancing step by step 
until at the present time the institution shows a very satisfac- 
tory growth. 

In May, 1893, a second building, the Mechanical building, 
was completed with back moneys which had accumulated 
sufficiently to pay in full for its erection. 

At the present time we are just moving into a third 
building, our new Hall of Science and Museum, erected by a 
special State tax levy, which was authorized by act of the 
Legislature in 1899. 

A general heating plant has also only recently been in- 
stalled at a central point on the campus, from which all the 
buildings will hereafter be heated. Thereby greater economy 
,and safety will be secured. 

In the meantime, the original campus of twenty acres 
has been increased to forty acres, a successful artesian well has 
been sunk on the same at considerable expense, the lawn 
has been improved and many trees planted, and a substantial 
iron fence now surrounds the property. The Experiment 
Farm in connection with the Agricultural College contained 
originally only forty acres, but is now enlarged to 120 acres of 
improved land, all under irrigation, with a comfortable cot- 
tage built for the foreman and sheds for the live stock. A 
handsome barn and an extensive greenhouse belonging to the 
station adorns the campus. 

Faculty and Students. 

In 1887 the faculty consisted of only seven members, but 
has steadily increased to nineteen instructors in all. In pro- 
portion to our population, the attendance at our University 
compared very favorably with that of State Universities else- 
where. The average attendance for the first five years was 85 ; 
for the second five, 120, and for the last five years it has been 
172. At present we have representative* in our student body 
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from every county in the State. In June, 1891, were held the 
first graduating exercises, the class consisting of two members. 
Since then twelve classes have graduated in all. Thus far 
ninety-eight graduates have gone forth from our institution, 
some to enter the professions, others to become teachers in 
our public schools, still others to become practical engineers, 
or to pursue some line of business ; but all of them to become 
good and useful citizens. 

Library, Laboratories and Museum. 

The University Library now contains 15,000 volumes, 
and in addition several thousand unbound bulletins and re- 
ports. Since the foundation of the institution $75,000 in all 
has been expended for apparatus in the different scientific de- 
partments. As a result, the laboratories are remarkably well 
equipped for an iristitution in the West. The Museum of 
Geology and Paleontology has more than a national reputa- 
tion, and is constantly growing in importance. 

Our botanist has practically completed a collection of the 
flora of the State. The Herbarium at the present time con- 
tains 40,000 specimens, and among them are the types of many 
new species recently described. The collection of the birds of 
the State has been practically completed by the ornithologist,, 
and in all 288 specimens have been identified. The entomol- 
ogist has made a collection of 10,000 bugs and butterflies. 

Courses of Study. 

The College Proper. There is first the College of Liberal 
Arts, giving in four years what is commonly known as a "col- 
lege education," on the completion of which either the degree 
A. B. or B. S. is conferred. In the first two years of this de- 
partment all the studies are prescribed, although the student 
has the choice between the classical, literary and scientific 
courses. In the last two years almost all the studies are 
elective. By this arrangement it is believed that a sufficiently 
broad and thorough course is insured, and at the same time 
the tastes and needs of the individual student are allowed 
free scope. 

The Preparatory School. Since there are many parts of 
the State not yet provided with high schools fitting for the 
University courses, a Preparatory School, with a course of 
three years' work, is maintained. 

The Graduate School. This department is for those who 
wish to carry their studies beyond the limits of the college 
courses, and affords the graduate an opportunity to pursue 
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work for the Master's degree. The Doctor's degree is not yet 
offered by the University, and no honorary degrees have ever 
been given. 

The Five Technical Schools. Then, for the benefit of 
those who cannot devote so much time to general education, 
but who wish to be trained for some special profession, there 
are four technical schools provided, viz. : The Normal School, 
The School of Mines, The College of Agriculture and The 
College of Mechanical Engineering. These courses all require 
less time by two years than the College of Liberal Arts, and 
are designed to give a thorough and practical preparation for 
those professions which are more particularly demanded now 
in this new State. The more recently organized School of 
Commerce offers from two to three years* training in business 
methods and practices. 

The School of Mines and Experiment Station. 

The University at once began rendering this new State 
incalculable service in more practical ways than that merely 
of teaching. There is, for example, the work which the Uni- 
versity is accomplishing for the mining interests of the State. 
For a number of years the School of Mines has been engaged 
in making a geological survey of the State, a work which is 
done elsewhere only by heavy annual appropriations by the 
Legislature, but which has been assumed in Wyoming by the 
L^niversity, without any extra expense to the State. Special ex- 
aminations are being made of the different mining districts, and 
the results are being published in bulletins for free distribution. 
Hundreds of assays are made each year by this department 
for the miners and prospectors over the State. 

Again, the Agricultural Experiment Station is doing a 
great deal for the agricultural interests of the State. Over 
fifty bulletins on agricultural subjects have been published by 
the station. The aim of these bulletins and reports of experi- 
ments by our station staff is to give the farmers, ranchmen 
and stock growers, so far as possible, the information which is 
most needed in this new State. Among the topics treated 
are: Irrigation and Economy in the L\se of Water, Alkali and 
Its Remedies, The Best Variety of All Grains and Crops to be 
Grown in the State, The Location of Artesian Wells, Fruit 
and Forest Trees, Injurious Insects, Feeding Experiments, 
Alfalfa, The Best Native Grasses for the Open Range, etc., etc. 
In these ways the people of Wyoming are getting back more 
than value received for every dollar expended on the Uni- 
versity. 
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The Normal School. 

The University completes the public school system of the 
State. The common country school covers the first eight 
grades; the city high school continues through the twelfth, 
and the State University embraces the thirteenth to the seven- 
teenth grades of our school system. Wyoming is only keeping 
in line with the traditions of the States in thus maintaining a 
complete school organization, with free tuition to the children 
of the State in all the grades of her school system. As the 
head of the public school system in Wyoming, the University 
is taking a large interest in all educational matters, and is en- 
deavoring in every way possible to further the educational 
interests of the State. 

The Normal School, in connection with the University, is 
fast meeting the demands for well qualified teachers, and is 
already a prominent factor in the educational aflfairs of the 
State. Within the last two or three years a representative 
from the Normal School has been in attendance on at least one 
County Institute in every county of the State, either as the 
conductor of the institute, or he has had some part in the pro- 
gram. The aim in all our work is to develop higher ideals of 
the teacher's duty and opportunity in this new West, and to 
awaken a love for the teaching profession. 

We are gratified at the action of the last Legislature in 
appreciation of the good work accomplished already by the 
University. For our graduates with the degree of A. B.. H. S. 
or B. Ped., are now exempt from taking the teachers' exam- 
inations for certificates of the first, second and third grades, 
and upon presentation of their diplomas to the County Super- 
intendent of Schools, first grade certificates are issued to them. 
(Act of Legislature, Feb. 21, 1899.) 

Again, by rules 3 and 4 governing the grading of Profes- 
sional certificates, the State Board of Examiners has provided 
that graduates of the University who have had five years' suc- 
cessful experience in teaching will be exempt from the regular 
examination. Thev will be recommended for a Professional 
certificate as soon as they pass a creditable examination in 
psychology, methods of teaching and historv of education. 

ELMER E. SMILEY, 

President. 

Laramie, Wyoming, January-, 1903. 
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE STATE 

BOARD OF EXAMINERS. 



The present board met and organized May 5th, 1901. J. 
A. McNaught of Sheridan was chosen President,' and Frank 
H. H. Roberts of Laramie Secretary. C. C. Norwood of 
Evanston is the third member. After completing its organ- 
ization, the board adopted the rules of the former board, with 
a few changes in their requirements. 

The money appropriated by the State Legislature for the 
use of the board was not sufficient to allow other meetings, 
hence we have been compelled to tranact all business by cor- 
respondence. This plan has worked very well except in one 
or two cases, when a personal conference would have ex- 
pedited matttfrs. 

The County Superintendents have used the questions pre- 
pared by the State Board, and the board has graded the 
''papers" for a number of Superintendents. Where a teacher 
has disputed the accuracy of a Superintendent's grading the 
papers have been submitted to the board for marking. 

Many third grade certificates have been granted, a fair 
number of the second grade, and almost none of the first 
grade. The second grade certificate is valid for three years, 
while first grade is valid for four years. Many teachers say 
that this is not enough diflference to justify them in doing 
the extra work to obtain the first grade. If the first grade were 
made valid for six years, many teachers would endeavor to 
earn it. 

Our system of examination and endorsement of certificates 
makes it too easy for a foreign teacher to receive a certificate 
when she comes to Wyoming to teach, as compared with the 
requirements for Wyoming girls. She presents a certificate 
granted in some other State, covering six or eight branches, 
which is endorsed by the County Superintendents, while one 
of our own girls must be examined in twelve branches. The 
result is that very few Wyoming girls are found in the schools. 
Over ninety per cent, of the teachers of Wyoming are from 
other States. This discrimination against our own girls should 
be removed. 

While Wyoming recognized certificates from every other 
State in the Union, she grants no certificates, so far as we 
can ascertain, that any other State will recognize. It would 
seem to be fair to our teachers to give them an opportunity to 
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receive a certificate which will be recognized by other States. 
If the State Board of Examiners were authorized to grant life 
certificates of the grade granted in the other States, a teacher 
possessing such certificate could go io New York, California, 
or other States, and teach without examination. Another rea- 
son for such a certificate is the incentive to study. To have it 
recognized, this certificate would necessarily be granted on 
examination, or to persons who have taken such examinations 
in other States. A number of teachers have appealed to the 
board to help them meet the requirements of other States, but 
we have no power to aid them. 

The want of time prevents the Secretary from submitting 
this report to the other members of the board for approval, 
hence this report should be considered as the work of the Sec- 
retary and not of the board. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FRANK H. H. ROBERTS,* 
Secretary State Board of Examiners. 
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Reports of County Superintendents. 



ALBANY COUNTY. 

One district (No. 2) has been joined to No. 9. Nos. 4, i 
and 30 have been redistricted. No. 12 has been divided, form- 
ing District No. 25. There has been in the past year five new 
schools started^-one in No. 4, one No. 9, one No. 10, one No. 23. 
The patrons are much interested in educational work. "Pupil 
Co-operative Government*' has been introduced into all schools 
in the county this school year. Teachers report that it is work- 
ing successfully. Manual training is being taken up in District 
I ; also drawing is being made a special study. Am much 
pleased with the spirit of progression which seems to be evi- 
dent in all schools. 

Pupils who are neither tardy nor absent for one month, a 
"Certificate of Award" is given. When the pupil receives three 
"Certificates of Award,'' they are given a large certificate is- 
sued from this office. The increase of number of days' attend- 
ance this year is 19,351 over last year, and only an increase of 
seventeen pupils over that of last year. Four rural schools 
failed to report the number of days' attendance. I believe the 
giving of these certificates has been a great stimulus, and 
hope the use of them mav be taken up by every Countv Super- 
intendent in the State. ' CAIRA M. SIMPSON,' 

County Superintendent. 



BIG HORN COUNTY. 

The progress of the public schools in Big Horn County 
has been very gratifying during the past two years from every 
point of view. The enrollment has increased from 644 to 1,409 
since your last biennial report : the number of schools taught 
has increased from thirty to over fifty, and the amount of 
money expended in the maintenance of our schools has in- 
creased in like proportion. The last year disbursements by the 
various districts amounted to over $20,000, and the districts 
started the coming year with over $7,000 cash on hand, and a 
promise of a much larger revenue for the ensuing year than 
any previous year. 
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Two years ago there was no school in the county employ- 
ing more than one teacher, and no attempt at a systematic 
grading had been made ; now there are six schools employing 
two teachers each, and with the adopting of a regular course 
of study, the grading of the schools has been much improved; 
and the rude log school houses are gradually being replaced by 
buildings of modern architecture, supplied with modern ap- 
pliances. 

The School Boards have without exception conformed to 
the "Free Text Book'* law and purchased the text books for 
use in the schools, and in almost every case have purchased a 
list recommended by the County Superintendent, and thus 
secure a uniformity of text books. The matter of school 
libraries has been neglected, but the idea has*been started and 
will receive much greater attention in the future than in the 
past. 

In my opinion, the basis of grading certificates should be 
advanced to a general average of 90 per cent., and no grade 
below 75 per cent, for a second grade certificate : and a general 
average of 80 per cent, and no grade below 65 per cent, for a 
third grade certificate. The diflFerence in the requirements for 
third and second grade and first grade certificates is, in my 
estimation, too great. If four, or six at most, of the higher 
branches were added to the requirements of the second grade, 
it would appear to be a more just distinction between the two 
grades. 

Taking into consideration that we are less than six years' 
distant from the date of organization into a separate county, 
our schools are in as advanced and flourishing a condition as 
could be expected, if not in an ideal condition ; but if the same 
rate of progress can be maintained in the future as in the past, 
the ideal school is not many years in the future. 

Respectfully yours, 

W. O. LESTER, 
County Superintendent of Schools. 



CARBON COUNTY. 

The schools of Carbon County are in a healthy condition 
in every way, and increasing rapidly in enrollment. We have 
sixteen districts enrolling over twenty pupils each, and fivQ of 
these list from 150 to 450 children. Six schools employ two or 
more teachers. The total enrollment of the county shows an 
increase of 250 over that of 1900. One district was abandoned 
and two organized during that period, and we have todav 
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twenty-five districts. In 1900 our teadhers were paid $15,916.80 
and in 1902 they have received $18,438.28. 

Saratoga has completed, since our last report, a handsome 
$6,000 brick building, and Grand Encampment one costing 
about $2,000. The rapid growth of the latter town is indicated 
by the fact that the building so lately erected is now too small 
for the school, and arrangements are now under way to enlarge 
it. The school was organized in 1899 with thirty-five pupils, 
and has in attendance now about 200. The towns of Dixon and 
Baggs are also growing, and Baggs has voted bonds in the sum 
of $2,000 for the erection of a new building. A comfortable log 
building is about completed in the Leo district, and the one 
owned by the Ferris district has been taken down and rebuilt. 
Rawlins has had for a number of years one of the very few 
public kindergartens in the* State, enrolling in this department 
during the year just closed ninety-one little folks. It is, of 
course, supported by the district, and not from county or State 
funds. It is without doubt the largest and most successful 
kindergarten in Wyoming. The high school of Rawlins is also 
a source of great pride to the people of the city, as well it 
may be. 

The institutes of 1901 and 1902 were very successful, and 
the teachers pronounce the sessions to have been very bene- 
ficial. Both have been conducted by Prof. Frank H. H. Rob- 
erts of the University of Wyoming. The attendance was not 
so large as we would like it to be, mainly through the fact that 
some of the teachers of rural schools were not in the countv 
during the vacation season. While our report would indicate 
a total of forty-one teachers employed in the county, we have 
never had that number, for the reason that several teachers 
supply both summer and winter schools, going from one to 
another. The number of diflPerent persons engaged in teaching 
will not exceed thirty-five. The institute attendance ranges 
from twenty-two to twenty-six. 

The enrollment of the county is increasing more rapidly 
than the General School Fund. This fund has decreased each 
year, and far the greater part of the expense of maintaining 
the town schools is met by special tax upon the district within 
which they are situated. During the past two years, after the 
sum of $150 granted by law to each district was apportioned 
from the General Fund, the per capita remaining has been less 
than one dollar. The reduction of the assessment for school 
purposes in the county is, of course, the cause of this decrease. 
It w'orks a hardship to the larger towns, which pay the major 
portion of the tax and receive the least benefit, yet we realize 
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that the small country schools could not exist upon a per capita 
apportionment alone. 

The steady increase of the State Land Income Fund is a 
matter for congratulation. Those citizens who are engaged in 
or familiar with the educational work of the State realize the 
wisdom of the law which provides this fund, and that in this 
regard Wyoming is better off than her sister States. The fund 
supplies text books for all the children, and our country districts 
have each year a goodly surplus for other expenses. 

Legislation regarding the school officer and his duties is 
the greatest need of rural schools at this time. An educational 
qualification should be required for district officers, and a pen- 
alty which could be enforced should be fixed for failure to keep 
proper accounts and neglect to file reports at the time stated in 
the statute. School officers, especially in rural districts, seem 
indiflferent in these matter§, and it is necessary for the County 
Superintendent to spend weeks each year in their attempt to 
get their reports. She generally succeeds, but never within a 
month or two after the reports are due. 

Teachers express the opinion that the present certificate 
law should be changed somewhat. The first grade certificate 
should be made valid for five years, or the time of the second 
g^ade certificate reduced to two years. Under the present law, 
there is too little difference in the time of these certificates to 
warrant the applicant in doing the work of the first grade ex- 
amination. GERTRUDE M. HUNTINGTON, 

County Superintendent. 



CONVERSE COUNTY. 

Schools in this county, upon the whole, are progressing 
satisfactorily. 

In nearly all schools an active, systematic effort is being 
made to follow the course of study as adopted by the State. 

As the great majority of schools in the county are country 
schools, this is being attended with some difficulty, but am con- 
vinced that an earnest effort is being made in that direction. 

The percentage of trained and efficient teachers is also in- 
creasing, although the low scale of wages paid in some districts 
necessarily retards this. It cannot be too emphatically stated 
that a trained, experienced, capable teacher should be paid a 
salary commensurate with his or her ability ; yet it is a fact that 
many teachers are working for less than a day laborer receives. 

There has been a very decided increase in enrollment — 
from 698 in 1901 to 851 in 1902. 
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Nearly all of the country schools and all of the town schools 
have good school buildings ; many have a good supply of appa- 
ratus, and there are several that have small libraries. 

Douglas, Glenrock, Manville and Lusk are the schools em- 
ploying more than one teacher. Of these, Douglas is the larg- 
est, employing five. 

For working purposes, the Douglas school is divided into 
eleven grades, each grade teacher caring for two grades, the 
other three constituting the high school. 

The curriculum contains all subjects necessary to fit a boy 
or girl for his or her work in the world, and an effort is also 
made to cultivate the esthetic side of the child's nature by 
means of drawing and the use of reproductions of the best ex- 
amples of artistic excellence. 

The library contains two sets of reference books and about 
one hundred miscellaneous books, selected with a view to en- 
couraging patriotism and enhancing respect for American citi- 
zenship. 

The past year marked an era in this school by the gradua- 
tion of the first class to complete the course of study. 

Glenrock, Lusk and Manville each employ two teachers, 
and the schools are doing some excellent work. Employing 
but two teachers, the time is necessarily given to the common 
branches, but great attention is paid to thoroughness and 
breadth of treatment in these, making a solid foundation for 
the training that comes after. 

Much good work is also done in many of the country 
schools, though there is greater difficulty in arriving at satis- 
factory results, owing to the fact that the terms are usually 
shorter, attendance more irregular, equipment usually not so 
good, and in some instances wages are too low to induce the 
better class of teachers to accept situations. 

In closing, I wish to suggest the need of some system 
of manual training in our schools. It seems to me that some 
system could be devised that would be practical even in the 
country schools. I urge this, not only from the great benefit 
derived from the training itself. Manual training has passed 
the experimental stage, and the good derived from its use can 
hardly be calculated. But, aside from this, it has been proved 
to be of great and lasting benefit in keeping the older pupils in 
attendance. 

It is true all over the country that the older pupils are con- 
tinually dropping out of school, many for no particular reason, 
some to fit themselves for a trade — their education incomplete 
and unsatisfactory. Should there be nothing accomplished but 
keeping these boys and girls in school for a greater length of 
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time, it would be a great benefit, and when to this you add the 

advantage of the training itself, too great stress cannot be laid 

upon the usefulness of such an addition to our school system. 

I most earnestly recommend this to your attention. 

M. L. EDWARDS, 
County Superintendent of Schools. 



CROOK COUNTY. 

The number of schools in this county has increased but 
little the past two years, but the schools are far better equipped 
in the matter of books and apparatus, and in many cases good 
frame buildings have replaced old log ones. The fact that our 
books are uniform for the county is greatly aiding the teachers 
in grading the schools ; much has already been done, but much 
still remains to be done. 

The free text book system has been a great aid to teachers 
and pupils, and, although there are some objections to it, in the 
main it has been very beneficial. 

The free registers and cards are a help, but we would be 
glad to have the registers remodeled to suit our school month, 
or, still better, to have our school month remodeled to suit the 
registers. I visit all schools at least once a term. We had a 
pleasant institute, with our State Superintendent as a welcome 
visitor. 

I would recommend a law whereby the school year was 
changed from September to September, inclusive, to May to 
May, or even to coincide with the calendar year. The present 
system seems to cause endless trouble to School Boards, from 
the fact that the officers of a district are alwayfe changed in the 
middle of a school year. Respectfully submitted, 

BESSIE MOODIE, 
County Superintendent. 



FREMONT COUNTY. 

Increased attendance at institute, from 85 per cent, to 99 
per cent. 

Increased attendance in schools, from 67 per cent, to 74 
per cent. 

Established two school districts. 

Secured dictionaries for fourteen districts. 

Provided fund for six libraries. 
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Placed course of study, classification registers and the re- 
port card system in each district. 

Increased teachers' salary from $40 and $45 to $50 and $55 
per month. 

Increased length of term from three, four, five and six 
months to six, seven, eight and nine months. 

Established literary work, writing, drawing and nature 
work in each district. 

Insisted upon teachers being paid for attending institute. 
It is done generally with but one or twd exceptions. 

Abolished third grade certificates. 

Have only three second grade certificates. 

Have nineteen first grade certificates. 

Have one Professional certificate and about six applicants 
this year. 

Established the idea of graduating children from the eighth 
grade. 

Have presented nineteen diplomas. 

Respectfully, 

E. LENA WADSWORTH, 

County Superintendent. 



JOHNSON COUNTY. 

With the exception of three districts, better wages are paid 
than when I begun my work. The people are not satisfied with 
inexperienced teachers. 

After a great deal df talking, I succeeded in getting the 
work up to the "Illinois Course of Study," as far as possible in 
an ungraded country school. The children that have entered 
the town school have been more equally prepared for grade 
work because of this course. 

A number of the schools have started a library. A greater 
interest is taken in current events. 

The greatest drawback to our schools is inefficient School 
Boards. I have been careful to keep each member supplied 
with copies of the Wyoming school laws. I wish the boards 
had less power and the County Superintendent more. 

The grounds about the school houses have been improved 
and a number of new school houses have been built. All have 
been repaired. 

I have heard many complaints from the young teachers 
in regard to the new registers. Only one teacher of experience 
found fault. 
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In closing my term of office, I realize that with my present 
knowledge I might do better, but I shall always feel gratified 
that I did not work for re-election, but for the best interests — 
as it seemed to me — of education. 

Respectfully, 

CLARA L. MOELLER. 



LARAMIE COUNTY. 

In reviewing the work for the past two years in this county. 
I find much that is encouraging. The course of study furnished 
by our State Superintendent has been quite generally adopted, 
and has proven very helpful to the teachers in grading their 
pupils, so that those who have entered the city schools have 
been much better fitted for the work than formerly. 

A system of report cards has been used, whereby parents 
are enabled to keep in touch with the child and see the progress 
he has made from month to month. It has done much to interest 
the parents in school work. 

There has been a noticeable increase in the number of pu- 
pils enrolled. In 1900 there were enrolled in the county 2,088; 
in 1902 there are 2,418. We have 123 schools in the county, 
while in 1900 there were but 114. The increase has been due 
in a large measure to the increase in population in the northern 
part of the county, around Wheatland and Guernsey. 

Wheatland is the only town outside of Cheyenne that has a 
graded school with more than one teacher. There are three 
rooms with grades from the primary to the second year of the 
high school. 

A larger building is very much needed, and efforts are 
being made to have a fine building erected at an early day. 

District Xo. 7 has been divided, so that we now have an- 
other district, known as No. 12, which includes the following 
flourishing towns of Guernsey, Hartville and Sunrise. 

There have been two institutes held, one each year, lasting 
five days each. We have endeavored to make the work as prac- 
tical and beneficial to the teachers as possible in so short a time. 
The institutes have been well attended and have been the means 
of increasing interest in school work. It is a fact that those 
teachers who faithfully attend the institute and are interested 
in it are those who are making the greatest advancement in 
educational work, while those who care little for it, or attend 
because it is compulsory, soon drop out of the ranks. 

The schools have never been in a more prosperous condi- 
tion than at the present time. They are governed by a faithful 
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and efficient corps of teachers, who, I believe, are truly inter- 
ested in the welfare of their pupils, and seeking to build char- 
acter, which, we are coming to see more clearly, is what 
education consists in. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ELIZABETH S. HAWES, 
County Superintendent, Cheyenne, Wyoming. 



NATRONA COUNTY. 

I beg to submit the following report of the . educational 
work in Natrona County for the year ending September i, 1901 : 

Since taking charge of the work, January 7, 1901, I have 
made twelve visits to schools. On account of the deep snow 
in the mountains it was impossible to visit all the districts. I 
find the work progressing nicely. Teachers and pupils are in- 
terested and doing good work. The County Institute was 
held June 3 to 8, inclusive. We had a pleasant and profitable 
session, with F. E. Matheny, City Superintendent of Casper 
Schools, as conductor. All teachers then in the county were 
present, taking an active part in the work. 

I have held two examinations— one at the close of the 
institute, at which time I examined nineteen applicants, ten 
being Casper High School pupils, five of them receiving third 
grade certificates. Four other certificates were issued — two 
second and two third grade. Ten of the class failed to make 
the required average. 

On August 30-31 I examined three applicants, two of them 
receiving third grade certificates. I have issued two first grade 
certificates — the applicants possessing college diplomas. We 
have at present four first and five second grade teachers at 
work in our schools, there being no others employed as yet- 
for the winter work. 

District No. 1 1 painted the school house outside and oiled 
the inside ; No. 12 painted outside and in ; No. 8 put in all new 
furniture, and also new roof and floor. Casper has a brick 
building in course of construction, bonds being issued to build 
it, but, as it is not complete, no report is made of the expendi- 
tures. Other districts made needed repairs. 

The Educational Association which was organized last 
year reorganized at the time of the County Institute with the 
following officers: President, Rev. Craig; Vice President, 
May Hamilton ; Secretary and Treasurer, Effie Cummings. 
The committees that were appointed at that time have held 
several meetings and, among other things, have arranged a 
course of lectures for the coming winter. 
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Districts No. i and No. 6 were discontinued December 3, 
1900, No. I being reorganized May 7. District 13 was organ- 
ized July 15. 

The State Course of Study has been received and distrib- 
uted to nearly all the rural districts. Teachers have been re- 
quested to follow it closely. Casper schools have adopted it, so 
that now all our schools will work in unison, and we trust 
that much good may be accomplished in this way. Casper has 
one of the best kindergarten schools in the State. Miss Mary 
Craig, as teacher, is doing excellent work. 

Our teachers are much interested in the reading course 
as planned by our State Superintendent, and, although widely 
scattered, it is hoped we can organize and do effective work. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MAY HAMILTON, 
County Superintendent. 



I beg to submit the enclosed report of the educational 
work in Natrona County for the year ending September i, 
1902: 

Our County Institute was held during the last week in 
August, with Prof. F. E. Matheny as instructor, and we en- 
joyed a pleasant and profitable week. 

Most of our teachers have been successful with the course 
of study. Our schools have been graded and effective work has 
been done. 

Two examinations have been held, one January 3-4, at 
which time I issued four certificates, and August 29-30, when I 
issued four more. 

A number of repairs and improvements have been made. 
Districts Nos. 4 and 11 put in new furniture; No. 13 put in an 
organ; No. 4 added a new globe to its apparatus; No. 2 
opened up its new brick building. No. 7 has a new building in 
course of construction. No. 1 1 built and filled an ice house. 

One new district has been organized and is ready to open 
school this fall. 

We have been trying to get a uniform system of text 
books in the county, but have not succeeded yet. 

Obediently yours, 

MAY HAMILTON, 
County Superintendent of Schools. 
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SHERIDAN COUNTY. 

I wish to say in regard to the schools in this county that 
they are improving rapidly and have improved greatly (luring 
the last two years. We have better teachers, more schools 
and more in attendance than we had two years ago. The 
pupils take more interest in the schools than formerly and are 
striving to complete higher branches in the country schools, 
hence the need and demand of better teachers. I do not be- 
lieve our examinations are too severe, but I do believe the 
third grade certificate basis of grading is too low. 

I believe there should be some means of securing more 
competent members on the School Boards. As the law now 
is, a person may become a member of the School Board 
whether he can read or not. We should have School Boards 
that can keep accurate account of all the business transacted 
by the districts. I have no suggestions as to how we are to 
obtain such boards. Yours very truly, 

DORA KIRBY AUSTIN, 
County Superintendent of Schools. 



SWEETWATER COUNTY. 

I submit the following report of the schools of Sweet- 
water County: 

The general condition of our schools shows a substantial 
improvement. 

The number of schools has increased from seventeen in 
1899 to twenty-six in 1901. The enrollment has risen from 
1,190 to 1,676. 

I have visited each school, as the law directs, the only 
exception where the winter schools begin in remote locations 
after I have paid a visit to that section, and expense and dis- 
tance would not warrant my going a second time, still I keej) 
in touch with such districts by correspondence. In all outside 
school districts there is a desire for good school buildings. 
Two districts have fine new houses, furnished with patent 
single seats, charts, maps, globes and ample blackboards. On 
my annual trip to the country schools I was greatly pleased 
with the interest displayed by parent and pupil. 

The Rock Springs school is increasing so rapidly that we 
shall have to erect another building. At present we are using 
one room in the city hall. 

Last year a night school was organized with a corps of 
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four teachers, and will Continue this year through the winter 
months. 

The free text book system is used and is of great benefit. 

Two institutes of one week each have been held with good 
attendance of teachers. 

Through the uniform State examinations the standing of 
teachers has been raised, and with the co-operation of School 
Directors, we expect to employ only teachers who have had 
normal instruction. M. A. CLARK, 

County Superintendent, Sweetwater County. 



UINTA COUNTY. 

In compliance with your request, I send you a report of 
our schools, setting forth, in a brief statement, the condition 
existing in school matters during the past two years and up to 
the present date: 

There are twenty-three (23) school districts in Uinta 
County, about eighty-seven (87) schools, including the sum- 
mer schools, and the total enrollment is about thirty-six hun- 
dred (3,600) pupils. 

Gradual improvement is noticeable, and the citizens of the 
county everywhere manifest a deep and lively interest in the 
welfare of our schools. Progress is evident. Twenty (20) 
new school houses have been erected in the different parts of 
the county, fourteen of which are well finished, furnished and 
comfortable frame buildings, that take the places of the little 
dirt-roofed log houses that stood out here and there in the 
sage brush, or beside some lonely road. The rooms of most 
of our country schools now offer cheerful welcome to the chil- 
dren who are obliged to go long distances in all kinds of 
weather to secure a common education. School houses are as 
centrally located as possible at present. However, a number 
of children are compelled to go as far as eight miles to attend 
school, but it is hoped that in another year these long dis- 
tances can be reduced by the establishing of more schools. 

In School District No. 10, at Kemmerer, a large, fine 
building has been erected and high school established. Also 
in Districts Nos. 16 and 17, at (irover and Afton, notwith- 
standing the great inconvenience of securing the necessary 
materials for building purposes, nice large houses have been 
built, with a view to accommodate not only the primary, 
intermediate and grammar grades, but also the grades that are 
ready for high school work. The people and Trustees of 
these districts deserve to be highly commended for their un- 
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tiring efforts and success in thus far securing proper advan- 
tages for the education of their children. 

At the towns of Cumberland and Spring Valley, which 
are located in the rapidly developing coal and oil fields, three 
very neat and nicely furnished school houses have been erected. 
These buildings each have three departments, but, owing to 
the increase in population in these thriving mining camps, 
the rooms are overcrowded. Efforts will be made soon to 
provide for the many children of these two settlements. 

The Big Piney and Fort Bridger sections of the county 
have voted special tax and bonded in order to provide the 
school buildings that reflect great credit upon their respective 
citizens and Trustees. Their schools are at present in a flour- 
ishing condition. 

District No. 4 has organized a Teachers* Association, 
holding meetings that prove very helpful and instructive to 
the teacher, as well as interesting to the visitors who attend 
regularly. 

Owing to the abandonment of the Almy mining camp 
and the decrease in the number of pupils enrolled. District No. 
2 employs only two teachers, instead of five. Some much 
needed repairs have been made in the schools rooms, and suc- 
cessful school is now running. 

In one of the newly organized districts, No. 11, where it 
has been a hard matter to establish school and maintain the 
same during the past summer, the building and books and 
apparatus were destroyed by fire. 

Another brave effort is being made on the part of the 
Trustees to replace the building, to which the citizens will 
donate the logs and their labor. Though the educational ad- 
vantages and privileges of this county are much better than 
in years passed, still in the more remote districts and sparsely 
settled communities, where property is not yet taxable and the 
valuation is not high enough to warrant the maintenance of 
separate districts, it is noted with regret that many of our 
children are not only deprived of the best of opportunity, but 
are obliged to secure what little they do obtain under dif- 
ficulties that border on real hardship. 

Owing to the fact that so many little foreigners, who 
could neither speak nor understand the English language, 
crowded into the schools of District No. 9, they have not yet 
reached the highest standard, but by the untiring energy and 
faithfulness on the part of the teachers in overcoming the 
many discouragements that confronted them, the Diamond- 
ville district schools show marked improvement. 
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School District No. i is erecting a magnificent brick build- 
ing for the Evanston High School, to be completed in Feb- 
ruary, 1903. This will relieve the urgent want of sufficient 
room for the hundreds of children at present in attendance at 
the Evanston public schools. 

We realize that **Rome was not built in a day." Ad- 
vancement is being made slowly, but surely. We earnestly 
look forward to the time, and that in the near future, when 
Uinta County's schools will stand second to none in Wyo- 
ming. 

Two very interesting and inspiring Teachers* Institutes 
were held, all the meetings of which were well attended by a 
corps of bright, active teachers, as well as by many visitors. 
The enrollment of both sessions was much larger than ever 
before known in the history of the county. 

Regular examinations have been held and conducted, as 
by law required. A large majority of our teachers hold high 
grade certificates, and many of them hold normal diplomas. 

Copies of the Course of Study, as adopted by the State, 
have been distributed throughout the county. It is found that 
the course as prescribed cannot be strictly followed in all of 
our country schools, but can be and is used by the teachers as 
a helpful guide in their work. 

The new form of daily and complete term registers has 
been established in all the districts. Also a uniform list of 
text books has been adopted and supplied by nearly all dis- 
tricts. 

Competent teachers have been employed, short terms of 
schools have been lengthened, new schools have been estab- 
lished, and new districts have been organized. In fact, our 
schools have grown larger and better in every way. 

Notwithstanding the extent of territory to be traversed to 
ascertain the condition of its schools, and the many drawbacks 
to be contended with, the prospect is encouraging, and it is 
hoped that the next two years will disclose better plans for 
the work, and record greater and more rapid progress in the 
schools of Uinta County. 

Respectfullv submitted, 

NELLIE A. PEPPER, 
County Superintendent. 
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WESTON COUNTY. 

The Newcastle school has graduated three pupils; the 
Cambria school has graduated four pupils; total, seven. New- 
castle: F. L. Brooks, principal; tenth grade graduates. Miss 
Eugene Camplin, Miss Vinnie Long and Miss Hattie Cott. 
Cambria : F. L. Kesling, principal : graduates, Miss Tenna 
Kirkwood (now at school at Laramie), Mr. Raymond Steale 
and Mr. Chester Steale. 

The interest in the schools is becoming greater, the at- 
tendance better and better results are obtained. 

Some of the teachers have given entertainments to raise 
money for the purpose of buying school apparatus which the 
School Board was unable to buy. Globes, books, charts, etc., 
have been secured in this way. 

A number of children, not satisfied with the short country 
school term, have come to town, to be able to take advantage 
of the nine months' term. All of these I consider indications of 
advancement along the line of education. 

District No. 3 has a four months' term in each school 
(there are four), instead of three months. 

The division of districts is the leading question now. 1 
think I will have to make some divisions this next spring. 
The patrons in several localities desire this, so they will be 
able to have nine months' school. They are very much worked 
up about it. Very respectfully, 

ELLA J. HENDERSON, 

Superintendent. 
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STATE OF WYOMING. 

Office of 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, 

Cheyenne, Wyoming. 
To His Excellency, 
Bryant B. Brooks, 

Governor of Wyoming. 
Sir: — I have the honor to transmit herewith the biennial 
report of this office for the two years ending September 30, 
1904, setting forth the condition of this department, as required 
by law. Very respectfully, 

Thos. T. Tynan, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
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Public Schools of Wyoming (Continued) for the Year Ending the 

First Monday in September, ipoj. 





Qualifications of Teachers 


No. of Kindergartens 


J5 


counties 


Number holding— 


1 


Sute Cer- 
tificate 


1 


Second • 
Grade 


Third 
Grade 


Normal 
Diploma 


i 

3° 


X 

6 


Albany 


2 


33 

8 
11 
21 
17 

28 


26 
20 
17 
16 
26 
5 
12 
71 
11 
30 
21 
58 
11 


8 
16 
15 

5 

■ 7 


8 


15 


1 


Big riom. 




Carbon 




4 

3 
9 


8 


1 


2 


Converse 




1 


Crook 










Fremont 








1 


Johnson 




6 
12 

3 
28 

2 
12 

6 

120 






1 

• ■ • 

1 

• • • 

• ■ • 


1 


Laramie 

Natrona 

Sheridan 

Sweetwater 

Uinta 


4 

1 
1 

1 


49 

• • • 

2 
4 

16 

7 


9 
5 
3 

8 


9 

2 

3 

11 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


Weston. . . 


7 


3 


2 
51 


3 


2 




16 


190 

• 


333 


52 


13 



Public Schools of Wyoming (Continued) for the Year Ending the 

First Monday in September, ipoj. 





Assessed valua- 
tion of Distt. 


Special Tax in mills for 


U 

•o-o 

5' 

123,000 

8,645 

1.900 

11.630 

1,600 

8.000 

11,700 

67.250 

6.300 

17.310 

2,700 

42,400 

10.360 


Am't bonds re- 
deemed daring 
year 


Libraries 


counties 

• 


1 


J 


MJ5 

il 


u a 
•S.S 

o- 

6754 

28 

1754 

• • • 

5 
5 

• • • 

77 

3 

66 

9154 
15 


■ 

o 
Z, 


it 

s 


Albany 


$4,248.93a00 
3.290.749.00 
5,183.550.41 
2.640.604.00 
1.728,591.00 
1.946.348.00 
1.925.581.00 
6,589.784.81 
2.048,277.00 
2.614,173.82 
3,860.769.00 
5.524.340.09 
1.800,110.98 

$48,421»,5M6.11 




• ■ • • 


8652 


$404.50 


Big Horn 


6 


20 


52 




Carbon 


$3,520 
400 
2.000 
100 
1.250 
1.100 
1.260 

• • • • 

900 
300 


1260 

1031 

5016 

1052 

395 

1863 

183 

1195 

100 

841 

400 


636.50 


Converse 

Crook 

Fremont 

Johnson 


12 J4 

• • • 

2« 

2 

5 


6254 

3654 
4 
26 


• • • 

3254 

• • • 


725.00 

2,6b0.00 

750.00 

325.00 

1,701.00 


Natrona 

Sheridan 


5 


1 


102.00 
750.00 


Sweetwater 

Uinto 


"5% 


5 


. . . 


50.00 
702.00 


Weston 






150.00 




33 


150 


8654 




Toul 


37454 


1212,785 


$10,830 


21,878 


$8,965.00 




8 
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Estimated Value of School Property in Counties, ipo^. 



COUNTIES 



Albany . . 

Big Horn . 

Caibon . . 

Convene . 

Crook. . . 

Fremont . . 

Johnson. . 

Laramie. . 

Natrona. . 

Shmdan. . 
Sweetwater 

Uinta. . . 

Weston. . 

Total. 



Buildings 


Furniture 


Apparatus 


Books 


|lft.200.00 
18.648.17 
40.120.00 
27.875.C0 
28.313.00 
16.647.00 

33.ooaoo 

151.015.53 
16.989.66 
34.613.56 
33.598.65 

101.533.00 
15.544.00 


$4.86a00 




$3JS10.00 


6.500.00 
3.485.00 

4.g6aoo 

3!500.'od 
5.755 00 
2.700.00 


$i.3oaoo 

2.383.00 

2.065.00 

870.74 

1.000.00 

200.00 


3.600.00 

1.838.00 

2.639.00 

713.39 

'8^430.00 
1.500.00 


2.885.00 

14.269.98 

L675.00 


' 7,6a).7d 
2.220.00 


2.220.00 
5.865.72 

$<io;3i6.ii 


1509.007.55 


$60,569.98 


$17,668.46 



Totals 



$S0.560.00 
18.64817 
51.420.00 
35.581.00 
374W7.00 
18,24ai3 
37JWa00 

16530.00 
21.380.65 
34.613.55 
38.703.65 

120.289.42 
10.430.00 

$607..'»2.10 



On March 31, 1903, the following amounts were distributed 
from the Common School Land Income Fund : 

County Enrollment Apportionment 

Albany 1,478 $6,044.66 

Big Horn i ,409 5,762.46 

Carbon 1,523 6,228.69 

Converse 851 3480.38 

Crook 914 3738.03 

Fremont 779 3,185.92 

Johnson 609 2,490.66 

Laramie 2,418 9,889.02 

Natrona 374 i»529-57 

Sheridan 1,602 6,551.78 

Sweetwater 1,281 5*238.97 

Uinta 3.651 14,931.69 

Weston 622 2,543.83 



17,511 $71,615.66 
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Public Schools of Wyoming (Continued) for the Year Ending the 

First Monday in September, 1904. 



counties. 



Albany. . . 
B^Hom. . 
Carbon . . 
Converse. . 
Crook. . . 
Fremont . . 
Johnson . . 
Laramie . . 
Natrona . . 
Sheridan . . 
Sweetwater 
Uinta . . . 
Weston . . 

Totals. 



u 
V 

U 

V 

s 



2 
4 

1 
2 



12 



Qualifications of Teachers 



Number Holding 



^ 






. 1 


B 




N»nd 
Grade 


bird ' 
Grade 


ormal 
Diplooi 


u. 


c^ 


H 


Z 


27 


32 


14 


12 


10 


33 


19 




14 


25 


9 


13 


24 


21 


2 


16 


16 


32 


9 


7 


23 


7 


7 


1 


2 


15 


5 


6 


36 


86 


12 


12 


1 


11 


5 


4 


2 


30 


28 


4 


1ft 


14 




9 


19 


58 


15 




9 


16 


5 


5 


198 


379 


123 


80 



Jf.S- 

U 

4 

2 

2 
3 
1 

11 
2 
6 
6 

3 

40 



I 

X 



o 



2 
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Public Schools of Wyoming (Continued) for the Year Ending the 

First Monday in September, 1904, 





Assessed valua- 
tion of Dis. 


Special Tax in Mills for 


OuUtanding in- 
debtedness 


Amount Bonds 
Redeemed 


Libraries 


counties. 


B 
& 


Pay 
Teachers 


r 

54 

5a 

50 


Other con- 
tingents 


• 

"o 

> 

• 




1 

> 


Albany 


$4360099.86 
3774424.90 
5660084.33 

2540832.45 
2330029.28 
2089585.00 
2002425.98 
6782438.32 
2035401.92 
3433524.15 
4072054.91 
5747805.31 
1862842.34 


5 

8 

1 

7J4 
2K 
354 
lU 


46% 
24 

74 
43 

IH 
17 

1% 

2H 


32 
13 

5 

34 J4 

89 
10 

u% 

15 


$23000 

14019 
31000 

4630 

1600 
11000 
11600 
60060 

5700 
18450 

4700 
42400 
10250 


$ 

10000 

1000 
100 

1000 
600 

1260 

000 
100 


1548 

731 
1751 

931 
5064 
1383 

775 
1699 

505 
1312 

100 

em 

450 


$1002 


Big Horn 

Carbon 


487 
1042 


Converse 

Crook 

Fremont 


725 

3412 

9Ln 


lohnson 

Laramie 

Natrona 

Sheridan 


562 
1900 

260 
1000 


Sweetwater 

Umta 

W<^ton 


50 
907 
176 




$46,606,494.87 


37>4 


210 


350 


$247,300 


$14,000 


18482 


12427 
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Estimated Value of School Property in Counties, IQ04. 



COUNTIES. 



Albany. . . 
Big Hon . . 
Carbon. . . 
CoQveiae . 
Crook . . . 
Fremont . . 
Johnson . . 
Laramie . . 
Natrona . . 
Sheridan . . 
Sweetwater, 
Uinta . . . 
Weaton . . 

Totals . 



Buildings 



issno.oo 

90780.00 
46660.00 
20676.00 
20603.00 
2S87L06 
81260.00 

163702.47 
17646.75 
62875.30 
87887.65 

104533.00 
17810.00 



|64a7M.21 



Furniture 


Apparatus 


Books 


$6000.00 


$ 


$60^0.00 


4080.30 




3036.44 


8020.00 


1078.00 


4873.00 


4125.00 


2418.00 


1060.00 


5850.00 


2266.00 


3412.00 


2155.00 




2500.00 


3000.00 


1800.00 




7341.88 


10085.00 




8000.00 


1000.00 


1800.00 




7332.20 


6022.12 


3718.50 




2872.00 


14560.08 


7820.72 


5070.00 


1825.00 




2330.00 


$64,580.75 


$34,608.02 


$40,465.56 



Toub 



$64110.00 
30706.83 
60731.00 
38360.00 
41000.00 
30526.05 
86060.00 

181210.35 
23445.75 
66220.71 
44273.15 

1328113.70 
21065.00 

$f780,550.44 



On March 31, 1904, the following amounts were distributed 
from the Common School Land Income Fund : 

County Enrollment Apportionment 

Albany 1,650 $5»507-33 

Big Horn 1,880 6,275.02 

Carbon 1,786 5.962.27 

Converse 979 3,267.68 

Crook 1,103 3.681.57 

Fremont 988 3,297.72 

Johnson 825 2,753.67 

Laramie 2,912 9,719.61 

Natrona 458 1,528.70 

Sheridan 2,075 6,925.90 

Sweetwater 141 7 4.72963 

Uinta 4.384 14,632.82 

Weston 858 2,863.81 



21,315 $71,144.73 
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School Funds Disbursed and Remaining on Hand for Year End- 
ing First Monday in September, IQ04. 



COUNTIBS. 


E 
1 

2 


Repairs to School 
Buildings 


Construction of 
School Buiklings 


! 

a 
a 

<< 
1 

M 
u 


H School Books 

8 


Interest on Dis. 
Bonds 


Redemption District 
Bonds 


1 

1 



e 
•■^ 

•0 

8 

1 


Albany. . . 


125349.78 


$325.00 


$2000.00 


$700.00 


$ 


$ 


$1200.00 


Big Horn . . 


16479.73 


648.52 


14398.02 


rd8.36 


1100.63 


498.5a 




889.61 


Carbon. . . 


20572.71 


4633.23 




2070.07 








1674.46 


Converse , . 


14808.26 


1303.42 


2200.00 


1910.79 


157.17 


270.00 


237.06 


649.25 


Crook . . . 


13616.96 


563.44 


1190.20 


997.67 


195.16 


96.00 




418.16 


Fremont . . 


9069.77 


1577.93 


6236.38 


296.49 


541.68 


780.00 


1000.00 


478.60 


Johnson . . 
Laramie . . 


1<*758.78 


237.28 


644.00 




804.47 






604.00 


53304.63 


2970.15 


16137.33 




3691.94 


. 202.33 




2119.71 


Natrona . . 


8274.10 


390.65 


1040.64 


758.96 


229.06 


200.25 


600.00 


518.42 


Sheridan . . 


21120.25 


1028.82 


17233.02 


1339.91 


962.07 


1093.04 


1260.00 




Sweetwater 


16001.18 


500.77 


458.68 


1852.29 








468.91 


Uinta . . . 


40379.29 


1340.01 


2996.39 


2116.65 


2119.58 


168.11 




1678.51 


WestMt . . 


10032.13 


187.97 


918.00 


230.50 


279.08 


10.50 


100.00 


680.75 


Touls . . 


1250^7.66 


$15,707.19 

« 


$65,451.75 


$13,012.50 


$12,310.84 


$3,307.73 


$3,197.06 


$11,440.37 



School Founds Disbursed and Remaining on Hand (Continued) 
for Year Ending First Monday in September, IQ04. 



COUNTIES. 



Albany. . . 
Big Horn. . 
Carbon. 
Converse . 
Crook . . . 
Fremont . . 
Johnson . . 
Laramie . . 
Natrona . . 
Sheridan . . 
Sweetwater. 
Uinu . . . 
Weston . . 



s 



$1850.00 
271.25 
1085.36 
610.00 
136.50 
324.50 
604.35 
2580.18 
500.25 

1211.00 
2455.72 
1004.23 



$336.50 



827.93 



122.71 



Totals $12322.33 $1,287.84 



97.84 



$07.84 



t 

H 

t 

a 
9 



$078.55 

884.25 

219.38 

1793.96 
5743.47 

359.04 
3888.57 
1004.43 

896.67 
1183.42 



$16,951.74 



$75.00 
549.13 

49.00 
147.47 
334.63 

51.60 
718.99 
266.26 

27.26 

5361.03 



$7^0.45 



$8065.63 

13083.26 

11820.09 

1700.31 

5371.61 

3227.63 

2178.86 

13397.99 

5443.64 

7U2.24 

7154.53 

28295.61 

1217.08 



$106,009.03 



.2 

s 



$43160.46 
48657.01 
42741.66 
23895.36 
23780.48 
23846.61 
17767.30 

100866.72 
18868.19 
66095.18 
28741.79 
86020.28 
15843.61 



$529,193.72 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF WYOMING. 



Hon. T. T. Tynan, 

State Superintendent, 
Cheyenne, Wyo. 

Dear Sir : — I have the honor to submit to you a copy of the 
annual catalogue of the University of Wyoming, containing full 
information concerning the present condition of the several de- 
partments of the University, including the Agricultural College, 
and I respectfully refer you to this catalogue for the detailed 
account of the course of study in the respective colleges, for the 
roll of professors and students, and for an account of our grow- 
ing equipment. 

NEW COURSES OF STUDY. 

Your attention is called particularly to two new courses of 
instruction in the Agricultural College, the course in irrigation 
engineering and the short course in agriculture. The growing 
importance of irrigation in this State, especially since the United 
States Government has undertaken large enterprises, has created 
a growing demand for men trained to conduct irrigation investi- 
gation in the various Experiment Stations, to enter the Civil 
Service of the Government, to superintend existing irrigation 
systems, to plan the construction of new systems, to master and 
administer the excellent irrigation laws of the State. To meet 
this demand, the University has instituted this course in irriga- 
tion engineering, a tabulated outline of which is to be found on 
page 80 of the catalogue. 

During the first two weeks in March, 1904, a short course 
in agriculture, including stock judging and management, was 
arranged for the benefit of ranchmen and farmers who were un- 
able to be in attendance at the University for a longer course. 
This course proved so successful that the department intends to 
continue the work the first two weeks in rebruary, 1905, and 
possibly make it a permanent part of the curriculum. 

NEW publications. 

During the last year the University has undertaken the issue 
of two publications. The University Melange and The Ranchman's 
Reminder, The University Melange is a quarterly devoted to the 
general interests of all departments of the University. The Ranch- 
mans Reminder is published monthly and is the special organ of 
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the Agricultural Department and the Experiment Station. These 
publications furnish a valuable advertisement for the University 
and keep the people of the State in touch with our growing 
facilities for instruction and with the practical results of scientific 
investigation in the various departments. 

THE NORMAL DEPARTMENT. 

• 

Allow me to call your especal attention to the Normal De- 
partment and its connection with the school system of the State. 
Under the management of Professor Stock well, the normal course 
has been revised to better provide for a "continuous and well- 
articulated and well-graduated line of study." The outline of 
this course is to be found on page 72 of the catalogue. This 
course is doing much through its graduates to build up the quality 
of the instruction in our public schools; but we are not quite 
meeting the demands, partly because we have no summer session 
of the University. There is a growing demand for a summer 
term. Many teachers of the State who have not received a 
University degree and whose work in the school room prevents 
their attending the sessions of the University, would be glad to 
spend six weeks of their vacation at Laramie to get the Univer- 
sity training. Even teachers who have already received the Bach- 
elor's degree are continually asking us to devise some plan by 
which they may continue their work at the University by graduate 
study and receive an advanced degree. 

A summer term meeting these demands would do much to 
advance further the quality of the instructional work throughout 
the schools of the State. It would also make it possible for stu- 
dents in regular attendance at the University to compelte their 
work in a shorter time and enable them to get at their life work 
earlier. In a climate so ideal as that of Laramie, where the heat 
of summer is never oppressive, there is no reason, save lack of 
money, why so valuable a plant as that of the University should 
lie idle during the summer months. 

The University, however, cannot at present maintain a sum- 
mer school without additional appropriations by the Legislature. 
The best way to meet the demand would be to increase the regular 
one-fourth mill tax by a small fraction. One-half mill tax for 
higher education would not be excessive. Colorado devotes to 
her higher institutions of learning a full mill, and Colorado is no 
exception to the rule. To be sure, the resources for higher educa- 
tion in Colorado are divided among several institutions in differ- 
ent parts of the State, thus forbidding economy of administration 
and making it necessary to provide for instructors and equipment 
for the teaching of electricity in at least three distinct schools. 
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In Wyoming, so long as all the departments, engineering, agricul- 
tural, normal, commercial, and literary, are united in a single 
institution, a full mill tax for running expenses is quite unneces- 
sary. One-half a mill would meet present needs and provide for 
a healthy growth. The present quarter of a mill is inadequate. 
The pressure on this state fund is greater than at any other point 
in our finances. The United States Government gives to our 
State University for running expenses nearly four times as much 
as does the State itself. But the national funds can be used only 
for certain specified purposes — "instruction in agriculture, the 
mechanical arts, the English language, and the various branches 
of mathematical, physical, natural, and economic sciences with the 
special reference to their applications in the industries of life." 
By the decision of the Assistant Attorney General, March i, 1904, 
"the salaries of purely administrative officers, such as presidents, 
treasurers, secretaries, bookkeepers, janitors, watchmen, etc., can- 
not be charged to this fund, nor can it be expended for heating or 
lighting buildings, musical instruments, furniture, cases, shelving, 
desks, lockers, salaries of instructors in philosophy, psychology, 
ethics, logic, history, political science, civics, pedagogy, and 
ancient and modern languages (except English)." These ex- 
penses of running a University, which must be met by the state 
funds, have for some time been straining to the utmost the funds 
received from the quarter of a mill tax. If this tax were in- 
creased to half a mill the income from the State would be only 
half the income from the National Government and would be a 
percentage on the property valuation of the State of only half 
that which Colorado gives to higher education. 

I submit this for your approval and consideration with the 
view of making appropriate recommendations to the Governor 
and the Legislature to provide means for meeting this growing 
need. Very respectfully submitted, 

Frederick M. Tisdel. 
President of the University of Wyoming. 
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BOARD OF EXAMINERS. 



Afr. T, T. Tynan, 

Cheyenne, Wyo. 

Dear Sir : — I have the honor to submit the following report 
of the work of the State Board of Examiners : 

Mr. F. B. Kesling, Cambria, and Miss Lena A. Stover, Sher- 
idan, having been appointed to fill the vacancies caused by the 
resignation of Mr. Frank H. H. Roberts, Laramie, and Mr. J. 
A. McNaught, Sheridan, arrangements were made for a meeting 
of the board at Cheyenne, July i6, 1903. Mr. C. C. Norwood, 
Evanston, was chosen president and Miss Lena Stover secretary. 
The circulars issued by the preceding board were discussed and 
such changes made as the board deemed necessary. 

At the request of the board, the Attorney General rendered 
an opinion concerning the issuance of State or Professional Cer- 
tificates, a copy of which I believe is on file in your office. 

As the present law gives no one the authority to issue State 
or Professional Certificates, the board has not encouraged teach- 
ers to apply for such certificates. Applications for Professional 
Certificates have been received from the following persons: C. 
R. Atkinson, Sheridan, Wyoming; D. E. McCurtain, Spring 
Valley, Wyoming; F. M. McGrew, Pinedale, Wyoming. 

Mr. C. R. Atkinson having complied with the requirements 
for a Professional Certificate, the board has recommended that he 
be issued a certificate. 

Mr. D. E. McCurtain's application has been approved by 
the board and he has been notified that as soon as he has taught 
the requisite number of years and has passed the examinations 
required in Rule 4, he will be recommended for a certificate. 

Mr. F. AL McGrew's application has not been acted on by 
the board. 

The work of the board has been carried on by correspondence 
and has consisted chiefly in preparing questions for teachers* ex- 
aminations. The subjects have been assigned as follows : 

F. B. Kesling — Reading, U. S. History, Geography, Physi- 
olog>'. Hygiene, Theory and Practice, Civics of U. S., Civics of 
Wyoming, Political Economy. Methods and Management. 

C. C. Norwood — Orthography, Arithmetic, Geometr\', Bot- 
any, Zoolog>-, Biolog}', Chemistry, Natural Philosophy, History 
of Education. 

Lena A. Stover — Penmanship, Grammar, Rhetoric, English 
Literature, Psycholog}-. Algebra, Bookkeeping, Physical Ckog- 
raphy. 
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expenses. 
July, 1903-December 31, 1904. 

Board meeting, July, 1903 $118.45 

Stationery 15-75 

Circulars, rules , 18.50 

Examination questions (9 sets) 181.50 

Total $334.20 

As the expenses of the board for the present term have ex- 
ceeded the appropriation for that purpose, it will be necessary 
to increase the appropriation. If an appropriation could be made 
which would enable the board to meet at least once each year 
and to visit the County Institutes held during the year, the board 
would be in a position to know the educational needs of the State 
and to be instrumental in increasing the efficiency of our school 
system. 

As the members of the board usually represent different 
parts of the State, I would respectfully suggest that each member 
be required to visit the County Institutes held in his section of 
the State. Such a measure would enable the County Superin- 
tendents and teachers of the State and would relieve the State 
Superintendent of the arduous task of visiting all of the County 
Institutes each year. Respectfully, 

Lena A. Stover, 

Secretary. 
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STATE OF WYOMING. 

Office of 

Superintendent of Public Instruction^ 

Cheyenne, Wyoming. 
To His Excellency, 

Bryant B. Brooks, 

Governor of Wyoming. 

Sir : — I have the honor to transmit herewith the biennial re- 
port of this office for the two years ending September 30, 1906, 
setting forth the conditions of this department, as required by 
law. Very respectfully, 

Thos. T. Tynan, 
Superintendent Public Instruction. 



REPORT. 



Office of 
Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

In compliance with law, I have the honor to submit herewith 
the biennial report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
for the period of two years ending September 30, 1906. showing 
the condition and progress of the public schools, receipts and 
disbursements of school funds, state, county and district, to- 
gether with such other statements and statistics as are deemed 
of interest to the public, for your consideration. 

You will also find appended the biennial report of said 
office for the two years prior, 1903- 1904. Unfortunately I was 
unable to gather data and statistics of sufficient accuracy as to 
warrant the filing of said report two years ago in accordance 
with and at the time required by law, and deemed it best not 
to file a report under such circtunstances, meekly submitting to 
the humility attending the dereliction of an officer to his superior 
and the consequent reporting of such offense by that officer in 
his message to the Legislature. 

It may not be fully appreciated by your excellency and the 
members of the Legislature the difficulties attending the making 
out of this report, but if the reports heretofore made from time 
to time, according to law, by my predecessors in office, were con- 
sulted, you would find repeated apologies for delays and inac- 
curate data comprising these reports. 

I do not wish to make apologies for the lateness of this re- 
port, which should have been filed in your office on the loth of 
December, but merely call your attention to the fact that there is 
a vast difference in compiling a report of the data and statistics 
incident to your immediate office and to depend upon the data 
and statistics of nearly one thousand officers, the greater ma- 
jority of them being thrice removed, requiring the recapitulation 
of at least three reports before finally reaching your office, the 
inaccuracy of one of these officers holding up the whole report 
until corrected. When speaking of one thousand officers con- 
nected with this report, I mention seven hundred and fifty to 
eight hundred school teachers who at the end of the school year 
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are required to report to school district clerks, two hundred and 
fifty or more in number, who in turn compile the statistics of the 
teachers* reports with statistics of his own office into one report 
and file the same with the County Superintendent. That officer 
then recapitulates all data furnished from the district clerks' and 
treasurers' reports in connection with data of his own office and 
forwards the same to this office. That data therein contained in 
the thirteen County Superintendents* reports, with the statistics 
of their respective offices, is again compiled and formulated into 
this report. As an apt illustration of the delay universally oc- 
casioned, it might be well to cite an incident that will fully explain 
the usual cause of delay by a letter which, if perused by the 
individual referred to, he at least might appreciate one of the 
difficulties withholding this report. The letter is as follows : 

Office of Supt. of Schools, Natrona County, 
Effie M. Cumming, Supt., 

Casper, Wyo., Sept., 29, 1905. 
Supt. Thos. T. Tynan, 

Cheyenne, Wyo. 

Dear Sir: — I regret very much that with all my efforts, I 
am unable to send in the annual report today as required. We 
have written, 'phoned and interviewed Governor Brooks, but 
have as yet not been able to get the treasurer's report from Dis- 
trict No. II. Districts Nos. 8 and 12 have not reported yet either, 
but I look for them to do so today. 

I hope that you can pardon this failure, as I certainly have 
done all that I could to be prompt. Will get the report in at the 
very earliest possible moment. Yours respectfully, 

Effie Cumming, 
County Superintendent. 

In the preparation of these reports, covering the financial 
business and educational conduct of the schools in this state, an 
effort has been made to submit such information as will be of 
value to those responsible for the expenditures of the funds of 
the various departments and who are anxious to profit by pre- 
cedent, and to the great mass of public school patrons and 
taxpayers who naturally display concern as to the transactions 
of boards and officers to whom they intrust the conduct of these 
affairs. The cost and results are set forth in detail and however 
wearisome the tables may appear, their examination is perhaps 
the only sure way to gage expenditures of public funds. 

An endeavor has been made to show by uniform tables the 
growth and conditions of the schools for the past four years 
and a comparison made as to conditions for several years past. 
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During the past few years many fine buildings have been 
erected and others which have serevd well the purpose for which 
they were then intended have given way to more commodious 
houses and these have been supplemented by the many new 
structures demanded by widened boundaries of settlements, na- 
tural growth in population and school attendance and an 
appreciation of popular public education. 

The school buildings of the state now approximate in value 
nearly three-fourths of a million dollars, while we expend an- 
nually in the conduct of our schools over one-half million dollars, 
considerably more than one hundred thousand dollars more than 
the cost of our state government and by still greater amount 
the combined cost of the administration of our thirteen counties. 

During the past biennium, through the agency of this de- 
partment a unifonn system of reporting and accounting has been 
established in all of the school districts, the result of which has 
not been fully tested, due to the lack of financial support, but are 
much more satisfactory. Previously there were many methods 
and systems in use and without definite form and a great deal 
of important data failed to be made a matter of record, compari- 
sons were difficult to make and it was impossible to determine 
exactly the conditions of the schools or their funds against 
which vouchers were drawn and paid without consulting the 
officer in person, whose memory seemed to serve him better than 
his records. Under the new system it is now possible to secure 
full and accurate information in all departments, as general 
uniformity has been established. 

In addition to the convenience of properly keeping the records 
and accounts, it promotes economy and a more careful manage- 
ment, as the records will show plainly the exact condition of the 
schools and their funds. The records are permanent. 

In speaking of the results not being satisfactory, mainly due 
to the lack of financial support, it might be well to explain. At 
the last session of the Legislature that body saw fit to reduce 
the appropriation supporting the contingent expenses of this 
office to a much less amount than had been appropriated for a 
number of years. In fact an attempt was made to further reduce 
it from the amount finally fixed and in the face of the evidence 
that the schools had increased enormously in every particular, 
entailing as it naturally would a far greater expenditure in the 
proper conduct of the office than ever before. Whether this was 
due to honest convictions and full knowledge of that honorable 
body, I am unable to state, hut I do say that if that body was 
prompted by impressions received through the usual channels — 
an appointed committee of its own numbers — that committee did 
not have full knowledge and could not have honestly and impar- 
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tially informed itself. If on the other hand the purpose of that 
committee or those personally interested was to humiliate the 
offiper in charge we are indeed glad that they had their revenge, 
but we have the satisfaction of knowing their acts to be malic- 
ious and in violation of their oath of office and that if harm was 
intended the schools alone were the sufferers. Under the circum- 
stances we are almost compelled to accept the belief that the 
latter was the motive, especially when you contemplate the 
appropriations of nearly all of the other officials, boards and 
institutions, which at a glance shows rank discrimination and 
favoritism, making some contingents out of all reason and pro- 
portion to actual needs or benefit to be derived. A few instances 
suffice to illustrate: State Geologist, $2,000; asked $3,800 and 
from what I can learn almost succeeded in securing that amount. 
What he wished to do with it is hard for anvone even to con- 
jecture. Public Land Commissioner, $15,000; includes his own 
contingent with that of the moneys left in the contingent and 
turned over by the former Secretary and of the Land Boards and 
the cost of fixing up the office. Horticultural Board. $3,500, 
which object I do not know, other than the protection of about 
twelve orchards and to give some person a job. 

The state views with pride the progress of its great and 
popular system of public education. The educational system 
rests upon three endowments provided for in the constitution. 
The policy of the state, as shall be determined by the Legislature 
and accomplished through the taxing power; districts or estab- 
lished communities, by the exercise of the taxing power delegated 
by the Legislature; supplemented and invariably sustained by 
the pride and intelligence of the people and their willingness and 
ability to so support. There are many things about the common 
schools so well settled in the constitution and laws and the 
minds of the people which need no defense, one of them being the 
peoples' willingness to tax themselves liberally for the system and 
would resent in no unmistakable terms the practice of parsimony 
in the conduct and administration of that important department 
of the state's government. 

In an argument made by Daniel Webster in 1821, for the 
purpose of Public Instruction, he said: 

**We hold every man subject to taxation in proportion to his 
property and we look not to the question whether he himself 
has not children to be benefited by the education for which he 
pays ; we regard it as a wise and liberal system of policy by which 
property and life and the peace of society are secure. We seek 
to provide in some measure the extension of the penal code by 
inspring a salutary and conservative principle of virtue and 
knowledge in an early age. We hope to excite a feeling of re- 
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sponsibility and a sense of character by enlarging the capacities 
and increasing the sphere of intellectual enjoyment. 

"Knowing that our government rests directly upon the will, 
that we may preserve it we endeavor to give and serve a proper 
direction to the public will. We do not, indeed, expect all men to 
be philosophers or statesmen but we confidently trust that by 
the diffusion of general knowledge and good and virtuous senti- 
ments, the political fabric may be secure as well against open 
violence and over-throw as against the slow but sure undermining 
of licentiousness." 

The public school system in the minds of the people has 
fully justified the argument, therefore it is to be hoped that 
the Legislature in the consideration of measures and appropria- 
tions that concern the conduct and administration of school 
affairs will be ever mindful that they are dealing with that 
department of our government which they hold most dear and 
will brook no interference with its proper administration and 
conduct, whether by acts of omission or commission. 

The national government, from the beginning, has made 
enormous grants of land and moneys in aid of education in 
several states, including our own. The area of the public domain 
set aside for the endowment of education amounts to 83,134,473 
acres, or 134,591 square miles; an area as large as the New 
England states, Niew York, New Jersey, Maryland and Delaware 
added together; an area twice as large as our own State. The 
aggregate value, according to United States Commissioner of 
^ucation. Dr. W. T. Harris, i^s $300,000,000. The first lands 
granted for school purposes by the general government were 
in the Trans-Alleghany states, commencing with Ohio. In the 
grants to that state, lands were placed in trust for schools and 
for no other use, intent or purpose whatever. In the enabling 
acts passed by Congress as each. state west of the Alleghanies 
was admitted into the Union, substantially the same provision 
was made until the state of California entered the Union. An 
ordinance adopted in 1785 by Congress provided for the division 
of public lands into townships, six miles square and subdivided 
into thirty-six sections which were each one mile square and 
numbered from one to thirty-six. Provision was made that each 
lot numbered 16 in every township should be for public schools. 
This left open the question whether the public schools which the 
United States had endowed should be under national or state 
control; by an act approved March 31, 1803, Congress disposed 
of this question by vesting the Legislatures with control of the 
public lands so granted. The public lands granted in this way, 
beginning with Ohio, are equivalent to one thirty-sixth part of 
the whole area until the admission of California ; then Congress 
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donated to that state and to each state subsequently admitted, 
for the maintenance of their schools, two sections, numbers i6 
and 32, making one-eighteenth of the public lands for the benefit 
of public education. 

Besides these great areas, Congress has endowed many of 
our higher institutions of learning. Twenty-one thousand acres 
of land were donated by Congress for the support of the Univer- 
sity, Agricultural College and the Deaf, Dumb and Blind and 
State Library, besides $25,000 in money to the Agricultural Col- 
lege by the Morrill act, $15,000 to the Experiment Station by the 
Hatch act and a recent act of Congress donating $5,000 to the 
State of Wyoming. 

The growth of the school system during the past century has 
developed the fact that education is a matter of state concern 
and that state administration and supervision shall be applied. 

AIM OF EDUCATION. 

William De Witte, President of Boyden College, Brunswick, 
Maine, says that the aim of education (culture) is embodied in 
three things: 

1. To earn one's own living by exercise of trained powers. 

2. To support the institution of society by intelligent ap- 
preciation of their work. 

3. To enjoy the product of art and civilization and through 
the cultivation of the imagination. 

Superintendent Cooley of the Chicago schools says: 
"Culture not for its own sake, but for humanitv*s sake — for 

use in feeding people; in clothing people; in rightly pleasing 

people.'* 

Another aptly says : 

1. Power and disposition to earn. 

2. The disposition to contribute. 

3. The power to enjoy. * 

Is it a wonder, then, that every community worth considera- 
tion wants the best and most up-to-date schools which the state 
is bound to ensure? 

The schools of the state are doing good work and it is quite 
evident that the educational system is making great progress and 
growing in unity. The tendency of the people in demanding the 
employment of the best teachers and to pay salaries commensur- 
ate with their qualifications is one of the potent forces which is 
firmly and surely developing the system. For this we may well 
feel grateful. While there are many things that might be said 
favorable to our schools, there are also many things that might 
be criticized and to be viewed with concern and alarm. The tru- 
ancv and child-labor features demand the attention of our 
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authorities and our Legislature. New laws should be enacted, 
not that we have no laws now on the statutes governing this 
phase of the school question, but a statute that specifically deter- 
mines how and by whom the law should be executed. 



compulsory education. 

A review of the tables showing the attendance of children 
under the age of the compulsory school law, reveals quite an 
alarming state of affairs. According to the census of 1903 there 
were 16,758 children of this age, 16,137 native born, 621 foreign 
bom. Of the native born 2,208 and of the foreign born 108, 
making a total of 2,316 pupils, failed to attend three months out 
of the year, making 13.6 per cent of the native born and 17 per 
cent of the foreign born and 13.9 per cent of the total number 
of children failing to attend. The following year shows an 
improved condition. Of the native bom, 12 per cent failed to 
attend, while the foreign bom shows 21 per cent. In 1905, last 
year, the tables show the highest percentage of non-attendance 
during the four years; 16 per cent native born, 30.4 per cent 
foreign bom, making a total of 17.3 per cent. This year 10 per 
cent native bom and 19 per cent foreign bom, total 10.3 per 
cent. While it shows an improved condition over 1905, yet the 
present state is still a subject that should be considered. 

truancy. 

An earnest endeavor has been made to curb the truancy and 
enforce the compulsory educational school law, but we still are 
to discover much to be done. The absence of a statute speci- 
fically designating the officer to executte the law and a suitable 
place of restraint for a class of chronic truants is a serious 
impediment to its enforcement. There are a number of this 
latter class of truants within the compulsory school age who 
would require an equal number of officers to keep them in 
school; now if a place were provided where these ringleaders 
could be kept away from others and made to know the law and 
to do their work, the charm of truancy would in time lose its 
influence. Boys of this character at heart are cowards and will 
not take chances unless largely in their own favor, so the fear of 
being shut up would be a salient influence upon their dispositions. 
The synopsis of a bill to cover this topic has been drafted by a 
committee appointed by the State Teachers' Association and will 
be presented to the next Legislature and I hope some action fav- 
orable to the bill will be taken. 
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school attendance. 

In 1903 the total number of pupils enrolled was 18,381 ; in 
1906, 18,771, an increase of but four hundred pupils, but as two 
school districts in Uinta County that conducted at least twenty or 
twenty-five schools and four districts in Big Horn that conducted 
a proportionate number of schools have not reported, they may 
have shown a much greater increase than the total above men- 
tioned. However, there is quite a marked increase in the total 
mmiber of days* attendance and the average days' attendance has 
increased from 92.5 per cent in 1903 to 99.66 per cent in 1906. 
The attendance in the kindergartens shows quite a remarkable 
decrease, while the attendance in the high schools has increased 
nearly one hundred per cent, there being 547 enrolled in 1903 and 
928 in 1906. The average cost of tuition per pupil per month 
in 1903 was $3.67 : in 1906, $4.02. 

EXAMINATION AND QUALIFICATIONS OF TEACHERS. 

During the past two years there has been a question as to 
the right to issue State or Professional Certificates, due to the 
failure of the Legislature, in making a change in the law, to give 
specific authority to issue the same, while at the same time mak- 
ing provision how the examination should be taken. There were 
therefore but few certificates issued in this class. An examina- 
tion of the tables giving the qualifications of the teachers, a 
noteworthy feature, is to be observed. In 1903 there were sixteen 
State or Professional Certificates held by teachers in the State; 
in 1906, an increase to 23, almost fifty per cent. Of the first 
grade county certificates in 1903 there were 190 teachers; in 
1906, 206; second grade county certificates, which is the highest 
grade certificate outside of an examination required in academic 
branches, there were 333 teachers possessing this certificate in 
1903, and in 1906, 430. In the third grade county certificate, 
the poorest certificate issued, there is a marked decrease in num- 
ber, which shows that the people and boards of education are 
alive to the necessity of employing qualified teachers; in 1903 
there were 120 teachers possessing third grade certificates while 
in 1906 but 71. In 1903 there were 52 teachers possessing normal 
diplomas ; in 1906, 1 14 — another instance that the people are alive 
as to conditions. The college graduates in the ranks of the 
teaching profession in Wyoming were 51 in 1903, 54 in 1906, 
which percentage is not so high as we would like to say of this 
class of teachers. 

TEACHERS* INSTITUTES. ' 

The work in this department of professional training has 
made remarkable growth during the past eight years and is 
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growing in favor each year with the teaching forces and has 
enlisted more commendation for its practicable instruction than 
ever before in its history. The steady growth of these institu- 
tions has enabled materially to build up the work of unifying the 
teaching profession in this state. There is a marked change in 
the attitude of teachers, principals, and superintendents toward 
these conventions, a sure conviction that the county institutes 
are indispensable to our schools and to the teaching profession. 
So far as this state is concerned there seems to be a hearty co- 
operation of professional activity, which no agency at our 
command can at this time supply. The teachers come to .the 
institute with sincerity and leave it with a consciousness that 
if they are not better teachers they have learned something 
because of what they have felt and absorbed from their associa- 
tion with the instructors and their co-workers. While the state 
has not been parsimonious in its appropriations for the use of the 
institutes, yet I believe that the amount expended, $100, if in- 
creased to double its amount would do the profession and the 
schools a proportional amount of good. 

STATE teachers' ASSOCIATION. 

Some time ago and in the last printed report of this office 
mention was made of the organization of a Teachers' Associa- 
tion and the fact deplored that it was impossible, in so far as the 
State of Wyoming was concerned, due to the immense territory 
and its being sparsely settled and for the lack of railroad systems, 
making it expensive for teachers from all parts of the state to 
attend. However, by great energy and persistence, known only 
to the profession, an association has been organized and the 
third annual convention held with the result that at each suc- 
ceeding annual convention increased attendance and enthusiasm 
has been attained and manifested. After showing so much patri- 
otism and regard for their profession in the interest of the 
children of the state, it is to my mind an opportune time for the 
state, through the Legislature, by an appropriation, to assist in 
making this association a permanent particular in our school 
system. 

SCHOOL DISTRICT OFFICERS. 

In the foregoing part of this report mention has been made 
of the difficulties met in formulating this report, chiefly through 
the school district officers. The greater number of these dif- 
ficulties have been overcome by establishing a uniform system 
of accounting and reporting and requiring an examination of 
these records from time to time by the County Superintendents, 



36 Biennial Report 

yet there is one difficulty that seems impossible to overcome, and 
that is the officer who is incapable or does not try to make out his 
reports as required by law. The statute requires the oath of office 
and places a fine upon such officer should he fail to properly make 
out his report, yet that seems to be insufficient to carry into effect 
the purport and intent of the law. It seems to me that, beisdes the 
law now on our statutes imposing such a penalty, the clerk of the 
district be required to furnish a bond, so that in case of dereliction 
of any of his duties something tangible might be had for a pros- 
ecution. 

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 

The duties of this office have increased in the past six years 
ten-fold, and with this increase in work comes additional responsi- 
bilities requiring greater skill and ability, but with the usual com- 
pensation. It is useless to try to elect to this office a person qual- 
ified to fulfill the duties and requirements and carry on the vast 
amount of work unless a suitable salary is stipulated. The County 
Superintendent, if properly qualified to fulfill the duties imposed, 
should demand a salary equal to any other county official, or that 
of principals and superintendents of city schools; having super- 
vision over all of the city and rural schools and teachers. In my 
recommendations I shall have something further to say on this 
subject. 

STATE UNIVERSITY. 

The President of the University furnishes two interesting 
reports on that institution for the biennial periods of 1903-4 and 
1905-6, which are herewith appended. The growth, methods, 
power and number of its faculty show an increase and material 
and substantial improvement. The University, through the ef- 
forts of its President and the faculty, has become closely allied to 
the graded and high schools of the State, admitting graduates of 
the latter to the University without examination, and notwithstand- 
ing the increase of the number of graduates from our high schools, 
the student body of the University remains substantially the same, 
at least so far as the graduates of the high schools of the State 
at large are concerned. Why this seeming indiflFerence to the 
chief institution of learning in this State ? Is it due to the methods 
and personnel of the faculty of that institution, or to the admin- 
istration? It is openly charged that politics is the chief concern 
of the majority of the present administration and it is serving 
well the purpose of its head, the president of the board, in that 
particular, and a few of his immediate followers who are un- 
doubtedly profiting at the expense of the institution. The en- 
deavor to suppress the report of the State Examiner on two 
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successive occasions and at meetings of the Board of Trustees 
is one incident toward which, if known publicly, sentiment would 
demand a change. Another feature which does not find favor 
with the people is the receipts and disbursements not passing 
through the usual channels, as those of other state institutions — 
through the State Auditor and Treasurer. For some time severe 
criticism has been rife as to the methods employed in its ad- 
ministration, and frequently over the State one will hear the 
charge that the institution, financially, is not being conducted 
strictly in accordance with customs and policies usually govern- 
ing state and educational institutions. 



recommendations. 

I would respectfully recommend that the law relative to the 
election of school trustees be so amended as to make the qualifica- 
tions of each member to be elected, an additional one, and that 
the trustee so elected should be able to read and write and to 
keep accurate accounts, and that he be required to give a bond 
for the faithful performance of his duties and in an amount suf- 
ficient to cover all damages accruing from his dereliction. 

That the statute be changed as to define the school month. 
The month to be divided into four weeks of five days each, thus 
making the month twenty days, instead of the calendar month. 

That school meetings of districts be empowered to abandon 
schools for the purpose of consolidation, and that they be per- 
mitted to vote money to purchase wagons and other necessities 
for the transportation of pupils, and that two or more districts 
may be permitted to consolidate in order to concentrate the 
schools for the purpose of securing better gradation. 

I would recommend as a penalty for the non-attendance of 
teachers at a county institute, when due notice is given by County 
Superintendent, unless they have been excused by that officer or 
can give fair and good reasons for non-attendance, the revoking 
of the teacher's certificate by the County Superintendent, and 
this to apply to all teachers coming under his jurisdiction. 

That the Legislature authorize the County Commissioners 
to appropriate $200 for the conduct of the county institutes, and 
the money so appropriated may be used to defray all expenses 
encountered therewith, and that more days be set aside for hold- 
ing county institutes. 

That the State make liberal appropriation for the aid of 
the State Teachers* Association. 

That the statute relative to compulsory education be amend- 
ed so as to conform to the lines laid down in the bill or recom- 
mendations drafted by the committee appointed by the State 
Teachers' Association. 
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That the State Board of Examiners correct and mark lall 
examination papers, and upon their recommendation county cer- 
tificates be granted by the County Superintendents, state or pro- 
fessional certificates by the State Superintendent, and a suitable 
compensation be allowed the members of the board for each day's 
actual work and that the usual appropriation of $400 for the 
contingent expenses of this board be appropriated. 

That the salaries of the County Superintendents be increased 
to equal the salaries of other county officials wherein equal work, 
responsibility and ability are required; and that County Super- 
intendents of the fourth class be paid $1,000 per year; counties 
of the third class, $1,250, and counties of the second and first 
class, $1,500. 

That $3,500 at least be appropriated for the contingent ex- 
penses of the office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
to properly supply all schools with daily and term registers, daily 
and term reports, of district officers' reports, cards to parents 
for every pupil enrolled in the school, census blanks, school laws, 
and other records and expenses incidental to the office and a 
diligent supervision of the schools of the State. 
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Public Schools of Wyoming (Continued) for the Year Ending the 

First Monday in September, 1905, 



counties 



Albany. 
Big Horn. . 
Carbon. . . 
Converse. . 
Crook . . . 
Fremont. . 
Johnson . . 
Laramie . . 
Natrona . . 
Sberidan. . 
Sweetwater 
Uinta . . . 
Weston. . . 



Qualifications of Teachers 
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Public Schools of Wyoming (Continued) for the Year Ending the 

First Monday in September, 1905. 



counties 



Albany. . . 
Big Horn. . 
Carbon. . . 
Converse . . 
Crook . . . 
Fremont . . 
Johnson . . 
Laramie . . 
Natrona . . 
Sheridan . . 
Sweetwater. 
Uinta . . . 
Weston. . . 



Total 



$4.5H5.560.77 
3,634.727.90 
5.938.360.61 
2.800.06730 
2.440,789.41 
2.249.138.50 
2.328.968.16 
6,861.268.54 
2.094,037.37 
3.632.7ra.33 
4,487,174.04 
5,895 063.98 
1.869,890.64 



$48,826,840.55 
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On March 31, 1905, the following amounts were distributed 
from the Common School Land Income Fund : 

County EnroUmeiil Apportionment 

Albany . . . ." 1.575 $5,679 82 

Big Horn 2,391 8,622.51 

Carbon i,8oc 6,491.23 

Converse 1,025 3.696.40 

Crook 1,132 4,082.26 

Fremont 1.104 3,981.29 

Johnson 892 3,216.76 

Laramie 2,981 10,750.19 

Natrona 475 i ,705.75 

Sheridan 2,225 8,023.88 

Sweetwater ''571 5,665.40 

Uinta 4,408 1 5,896.30 

Weston 814 2,935.48 

22.391 $80,747.27 
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Public Schools of IVyoming (Continued) for the Year Ending the 

First Monday in September, jgo6. 







Qualifications of Teachers 
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Public Schools of Wyoming (Continued) for the Year Ending the 

First Monday in September, jqo6. 
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Estimated Value of School Property in Counties, ipo6. 



COUNTIES 



Albany . . 
Big Horn . 
Carbon . . 
Convene . 
Crook. . 
Fremont . . 
Johnson . . 
Laramie. . 
Natrona. . 
Sheridan. . 
Sweetwater 
Uinta. . . 
Weston . . 

Total . 



School 
Bnildings 




Apparatus 


Rooks 


$52,885.00 
33.325.00 
60.000.00 
38,124.€0 
33,750.00 
24,78a00 
12.000.00 

186.387.00 
18.058.76 
68,250.00 
37,700.00 

104.025.00 
18.750.00 


$4,54a00 
8.47O.0O 

10.000.00 
5.268.00 
$.900.00 
2,786 00 
3,500.00 

21.620.00 
3.402.00 
8.65100 
4.288-00 

11.485.00 
2.125.00 


$3,170.00 

3!ooo.oo 

3.»77.08 
2.780.00 

iia75.o6 

1JS00.00 
176.00 


$2,225.00 

68,270.00 

6.50(».00 

3.80500 

3.ooaoo 

2,485.00 
2.635.00 

2.713.00 
7.200.00 
3,230.00 
10,527.42 
2.425.00 


1888.084.76 


$06,034.00 


$25,778.06 


$53,662.42 



Totals 



$62,820.00 
48,622 00 
79,50000 
5l;264.06 
49,430.00 
30,06a00 
18.125.00 

219,182.00 
25,673.76 
84,101.00 
45.218.00 

126.037.42 
23.476.00 

$863,490.24 



On March 31. 1906, the following amounts were distributed 
from the Common School Land Income Fund : 

County Enrollment Apportionment 

Albany 2.297 $10,970.03 

Big Horn 2,669 12,746.62 

Carbon 1,943 9*^79A^ 

Converse i ,032 4,928.65 

Crook 1,126 5»377-56 

Fremont 1,089 5,200.88 

Johnson 968 4,623.00 

Laramie 3,095 14,781.1 1 

Natrona 570 2,722.23 

Sheridan 2,454 11, 719.84 

Sweetwater i ,539 7'349-99 

Uinta 4.461 21,304.87 

Weston 911 4»35077 



24,154 $115,354.96 



Superintendent of Public Instruction. 



49 



X3 

o 

Ov 















hJt 



bo 



«I«J«X 



i § i e ^ 8 s s i g 4 I s i 

g &~ 9 %' si ^ ^ I e^ 8 ^ S ^ I 



*319 *«nope 
•nop 'sioai *%MJ 



SS 8 



s 



8 ^ 






S 



pa« s^pupjaAQ 



8 
8 



S 



S 
£ 



-najoaonuia 



i 



s 



83i«oq JO 9[es 






^ B \^ 

• • • 

S 8 



S 



00 



pate sSoipimq 
(ooqas jo'dpss 



8 



8 8 



8 : e 



i 



pmij] pnvT iii»ai 
-oopaodoB 9ieis 



9. @ ;; s s s 8 ;:^ ^ 3 s So 



IS § ^ I g 
e| Ok ^ « 



rN 1^ d 



S3 



pdponp^ 
cpaog -WQ »l«S 



8 



CO 



^ 



spoog 13U) 
-siQ iooqDSJo'ai«s 



e 



8 



s 






pov x«x V'P^S 



$e;S}^SSSS8SSSb8 



odo»>r5«doi5fc^rf'q5<x)r50'*i^ 



§ 








: s : 


• 8 • • 


00 


511 


-praaj pms winj 


• 


: 1 : : 


: : i : 





]ooips Aiono;) 

I«J9II»Q p9AI939)I 



se $ 



8 8 8 S SI S 8 



to 



S 8 



1^ 



s s ^ 



« d ©» t- CO '•t 



s 



8 






9061 'l T<toS 
*pa«q oo 93a«i«g 



SS8SSg^f:!88S83S 



2 S § § § 
eo ^ H o « 

:• oo o ^ c<5 



S »^ « 
<o «tf CO tfS 



00 g5 <M 



lO 



s 



8 



H 
O 

u 



i 



J !-l 

< oa u 



> 

c 
o 



o 
2 
u 



a 
o 

B 

t 
fib 



c 

s 

a 
o 



B 






c/) 



<« 



iS 

.s 



a 

Q 



j2 

o 
H 



50 



Biennial Report 



o 



w 
%> 
^ 






s 



St 
Ik 



St 



■T3 

it 









S 



9 



Sua 
3 s 



9 s»s:s9S9SSS 



S 






8SS 8 

1^ »^ « 



s 










3*3 



III 



2S 
^.8 



H 

O 
U 



88 SS^SS 



Si 



ss 8 8ss:s$ :;s 



s; 






nSS 8 

• • • -J 



ft 



■ •■••••••••a 



8 

s 



a38s3«!$SS»SSE:& 



%' 



M 



00 






'««?3S 



s 



' s * 



o 
H 












tt 



^ 









o 

bo 






.<0 






O 

-«t 



3 

H 






J! 

i 

I 



^•s^ 



CO. 



tw 



8158SSS^3S^SS9 









9:§8u 






s 



8 « as 

«* •• S ^^ 



S8 

• ■ 



I 



^2 «« 






8 

5 



^i 



9 fl 

i "-o 



Hi 









8 



8 



t 
2 
'g 



ssssstssisssjesss 







c/) 

u 

H 

D 
O 

u 




t! 



Reports of County Superintendents. 



ALBANY COUNTY. 

In submitting a resume of the public school work of this 
county for the two years just closed, I beg to state that the 
schools on the whole are in a very satisfactory condition. All 
the children who care to avail themselves of the privilege are 
permitted to attend school for at least a short terrh every year. 

The growth being made in school libraries is very encour- 
aging; also the school apparatus and equipment generally is 
improving, while the new buildings being erected are more 
commodious and are being furnished with a greater degree of 
taste and beauty. Some of the teachers have taken pains with 
the school yards, and the children carry water and work with 
much interest and enthusiasm to keep their flower beds in good 
condition. 

We have at present, in Albany County, actively engaged in 
school work fifty-nine teachers. Of this number, thirty-three 
are Wyoming girls, who have received their education in our 
own schools and at the State University. Following is a sched- 
ule of the class of certificates held by these teachers: 

First grade 25 

Second gf ade 28 

Third grade 6 

Total 59 

This to me is a gratifying condition, as well qualified teachers 
must bring about a higher standard in the school requirements. 
Particularly is this true in the rural schools, where so much of 
necessity must be left to the teacher's power and ability to impart 
to those under her charge. 

We have a Reading Circle for our teachers, the books chosen 
for the current year being "Waymarks" and ** Phelps and His 
Teachers" for the rural teachers, and "Education as Adjustment" 
for those connected with the graded schools. 

We are grateful to know that the Young People's Reading 
Circle, which was organized at our institute in June, has found 
favor through the State, and that it has been made a State 
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Circle and the list of books for this year was adopted at the 
State Teachers* Association held in Douglas last September. 

There is one side of our school affairs which is not in the 
most satisfactory condition. I refer to the business presided 
over by the school district boards. In some districts there is a 
good deal of difficulty in getting the reports on time, or in hav- 
ing them arranged in an accurate and business-like manner. The 
trouble is largely due to the fact that our school boards are 
changed, in part at least, every May ; whereas the annual reports 
from the district clerk to the County Superintendent is not due 
until September. This change often brings in the accounts of 
different clerks and treasurers, thereby causing confusion. It is 
earnestly to be hoped that the coming Legislature will see fit to 
make some alteration in this law. 

Respectfully submitted, 

(Mrs.) Emma H. Knight, 

County Superintendent. 



CARBON COUNTY. 

Entering upon the work of County Superintendent four 
years ago, I found the schools in fairly good condition in some 
of the districts, very poor in some and very good in others. Sub- 
mitting my report to you now at the close of 1906, justice de- 
mands that I repeat the foregoing statement, and add that I 
believe there is much room for improvement. 

Then there were twenty-five districts; npw there are twen- 
ty-nine. The ever-increasing population of the growing West 
constantly necessitates the forming even more than I have, for 
they are greatly needed. The present arrangement of districts 
does not meet the demands of the people. There are several 
districts so large that the school house, located in the best pos- 
sible place, even then leaves some families seven and eight miles 
away. I have found this one of the serious difficulties to meet. 
In four districts the school funds are divided and each section of 
the district has its share of the school. I approve of this plan, 
because, though it seems it would give each one a very short term 
of school, I find it induces the patrons to do more themselves. 
They (in some instances) board the teacher free, furnish the 
fuel and donate funds to lengthen the term. 

The low requirements and higher wages of the West in- 
duce many poor teachers to enter our ranks. No good teacher 
is willing to be third grade. The best is none too good in a 
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teacher, and we will hail the day when the person whd offers 
himself as a teacher of Young America must be strictly first- 
class or out of the ranks entirely. 

It would aid materially the educational affairs of the rural 
districts if some requirements were exacted of district trustees. 
At present in many instances they are entirely incompetent and 
uninterested. I have made it a practice before the May meeting 
to write a letter to the meeting (to be read at that time) urging 
them to put in competent, interested men or women as trustees. 
This has helped the matter in some cases. It follows that an 
interested school board will take the trouble to investigate ap- 
plications from teachers and pick the best they can get, and they 
will (as far as funds admit) purchase the necessary apparatus 
for carrying on a successful school. 

In some of the districts entertainments of different kinds 
have added to the funds for buying libraries, books, microscopes, 
clocks, bells, etc. 

District No. 4, at Baggs, has erected a new brick building 
and furnished it nicely. District No. 7, at Hanna, has built a 
wing onto the old building and erected one new building. Dis- 
trict No. 13 is new and they have put up a comfortable room 
and furnished it. District No. 19 was abandoned and joined to 
District No. 25. District No. 20 is also new, as are Nos. 23, 25 
and 28. These districts have all put up good, comfortable build- 
ings and furnished them. 

I find it is the custom among a great many teachers to limit 
the course in the country schools to a certain grade (depending 
on the number of pupils and the time left the teacher) and to 
impress upon older pupils that they should enter some good, well 
graded town school or the State University to continue their 
study. 

Rawlins has a school of which Carbon County is justly 
proud. It is the only well graded, well equipped high school in 
the county. They employ teachers who must be first grade, a 
superintendent, and a kindergarten teacher. There were seventy- 
one little folks in this department last year and they had a total 
attendance of 5,753 days. 

Four years ago the number of pupils in the county was 
1,543. In 1903 there were 1,786; in 1904, 1,813; in 1905, 1,943, 
and in 1906, nearly 2,000. Four years ago the general county 
tax was $5,260.04. This year it amounted to $9,529.70. The 
state land fund four years ago was $6,228.69. This year it 
amounted to $9,279.41. 

With a continued increase in the funds, more rigid require- 
ments of teachers, carefully chosen school officers and the ben- 
efits to be derived now from our new State Teachers' Associa- 
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tion and The Journal, Wyoming schools should come rapidly to 
the front and take their deserved standing among the best 
schools of the nation. Respectfully submitted, 

Roberta Ekdahl^ 
County Superintendent. 



CONVERSE COUNTY. 

There are at present fifty-two schools taught in this county, 
an increase of seven schools for the last four years. There are 
one thousand and sixty- four pupils (1,064) oi school age resid- 
ing in the county at present, an increase of eighty-five (85) for 
the last four years. 

The average increase of teachers' salaries is some better than 
$S per month. 

The schools at Lusk, Manville and Glenrock have been 
graded, and with Douglas makes four graded schools in Con- 
verse County. 

There has been much improvement in the buildings and ap- 
paratus throughout the county; a general desire to pay better 
salaries and get better teachers — ^a healthy condition. 

A number of the more closely settled communities are talk- 
ing over the idea of combining their districts and, where possible, 
in the still more thickly settled parts, build two or more rooms 
and grade their schools also. This plan has been tried in other 
states and with great success. Why not here, where practicable? 

Many of the younger teachers are or have been spending 
their vacations or portions of the year at normals or good train- 
ing schools for teachers, and those who have not been able to do 
this have taken correspondence courses of some kind to help them 
in the line of their work. All of which I have recommended them 
to do from the first of my entrance into the office of County 
Superintendent of Schools. The result has shown in every in- 
stance that the young teacher gets better grades and, of course, 
a better certificate, and in every instance a more desirable school, 
in a more favorable part of the county, not so far remote from 
the railroads, and daily mail and so forth. These facts should 
make every teacher thoughtful, it seems to me. 

Our school laws should be amended, not so much new laws 
as to make what we have better. 

Respectfully submitted, 
George Cudebec, 

CountySuperintendent. 
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CROOK COUNTY. 

In reviewing the work for the past two years, I find the in- 
crease in the number of districts to be two, making sixteen dis- 
tricts in all. The number of schools has increased and the 
increase in number of pupils is eighty-eight. 

We have formed a County Children's Reading Circle this 
year, with the office of the County Superintendent as a center. 
The books are to be kept in the office of the superintendent during 
the school vacations. 

Our pupils and teachers, by giving entertainments, have got 
organs in a number of our schools. 

We held our institute this year in August, as we did last, 
with an enrollment of fifty-two teachers. Dr. Brown of Laramie 
conducted and Miss Osborne of Council Bluffs had charge of 
construction work. The work by both instructors was instruc- 
tive and interesting. 

The County Superintendent visited nearly every school in 
the county twice during the term, making one hundred and three 
visits in the year. Visited schools five and one-half months out 
of twelve. 

We have done away with the system of granting permits 
and import many Eastern teachers, also Spearfish Normal grad- 
uates. The greatest drawback to our advancement in this county 
is the low wages we pay. We are still short of teachers, but I 
believe that next year the wages will be raised all over the county. 

The Spearfish Normal School is only fifteen miles from 
Crook County and we have made arrangements whereby the 
eighth grade graduates can enter the D class without examina- 
tion. Prof. Cook spoke very highly of Crook County students 
when I visited the normal school last month. 

In my opinion the basis for grading certificates should be 
advanced. No grade should fall below 70 for second and 60 for 
third. If four of the higher branches were added for a first it 
would be more reasonable and just than it is now. 

I would recommend a law whereby it would take two-thirds 
of the electors to move a school house that has once been estab- 
lished. It would save money for the districts and do away with 
much quarreling and hard feeling. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jennie Davis, 
County Superintendent. 
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FREMONT COUNTY. 

Our schools are well organized and by following the course 
of study adopted by the State we see great progress in our work. 

Pupils graduating from ihe rural school, the same as in the 
graded school. 

Much interest is shown in the building of better school 
houses and voting money for longer terms of school and in 
building up our libraries, and the children delight in the Wyo- 
ming Reading Circle. 

The teachers are in earnest and each strives to make her 
school the best in the county. 

New school houses have been built at Pinedale, Boulder, 
Red Canon, Thermopolis and Riverton and libraries established. 

Thermopolis has a well graded school, employing five teach- 
ers and has a two-year high school. Lander employs nine 
teachers, having fitted up two extra rooms this year. Good 
work is done in the school here and we have an excellent high 
school. 

Five new districts have been established in the past four 
years. In each of these new districts a good school house has 
been built. 

The future prospects are very bright for our county as well 
as for our schools. \'ery respectfully yours. 

Allie Davis, 
County Superintendent. 



JOHNSON COUNTY. 

In compliance with your request, I submit the following 
report of the schools of Johnson County, setting forth, in a 
brief statement, the conditions existing in our schools during my 
term in office: 

There are tvvelve school districts in Johnson County, two of 
which have been created in the past two years. The boundary 
lines of several districts have been changed to suit the conven- 
ience of the people therein residing. In these twelve districts 
there are twenty-three schools, the enrollment of which is about 
seven hundred and fifty pupils. 

There has been a noticeable improvement in the rural schools 
of the county. The citizens in all parts of the county have shown 
a deep and lively interest in the welfare of the schools. 

In three districts new school houses have been built and 
several school houses have been furnished and painted and the 
grounds and fences improved. Two rural schools have been 
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supplied with large bells. Many log buildings with dirt roofs 
are still used, however. 

A very great loss was sustained, last year, in District No. !2. 
The large and well equipped brick school house at Buffalo was 
totally destroyed by fire. All text books and apparatus of both 
high school and grades were lost. The district board rented 
buildings in the city and school was continued. The high school 
was conducted in the county court house. There was less than 
one week of school lost and every grade finished its work in 
June, to the satisfaction of the school officers. The loss was a 
heavy one to both city and district. A fine new brick building is 
under construction and will be completed by January i. 

Johnson County has a county high school, the first and only 
one in the State established and conducted under the law passed 
by the last Legislature. At the present time the county high 
school rents rooms from District No. 2, but they expect to erect 
a large stone or brick building at Buffalo, the county seat. 

I notice a very great advancement in the country schools. 
In most districts they use the same books as are used in the Buf- 
falo city schools. Better wages are paid this year, $45 per month 
being the lowest wages paid. The terms have been lengthened, 
six months being the shortest term taught this year. 

Competent teachers have been employed. In Johnson County 
over half our teachers have had normal training, and only two 
third grade teachers are employed. 

Much of the success in the country schools is due to the 
more efficient district trustees that are now in office. My reports 
were exceptionally good this year. 

Interesting and inspiring Teachers' Institutes have been 
held each year; all the meetings were well attended by a large 
number of bright, active teachers and many citizens interested in 
school work. Regular examinations have been held and con- 
ducted as required by law. Respectfully submitted, - 

Margaret Lothian^ 
County Superintendent. 



LARAMIE COUNTY. 

The total number of schools now maintained in Laramie 
County is one hundred twenty-eight. This gives employment to 
one hundred thirty-eight teachers. The total enrollment as re- 
ported by the various districts, September i, 1906, is two thousand 
six hundred fifty-six pupils. 

Twenty-five school buildings have been built during the past 
two years, most of them good, substantial frame buildings. At 
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Guernsey a two-story, four-roomed school building has been 
erected; also each of the following places boast of good, com- 
nfodious two-roomed buildings, viz. ; Sunrise, Wyncote and Tor- 
rington. 

The estimated valuation of school property in Laramie 
County is $219,182.50. 

Many improvements have been made in the Cheyenne 
schools. The buildings consist of five two-story brick structures 
and one small frame building. Cheyenne employs thirty-six 
teachers and has an enrollment of one thousand four hundred 
forty-six pupils. There is an excellent and accredited high school 
in Cheyenne, enrolling one hundred seventy-one. Its graduating 
class in 1906 numbered twenty-three. 

In 1903 a large two-story brick school building was con- 
structed at Wheatland. Here they now employ seven teachers. 
They have a good high school, enrolling about forty-one pupils 
and offering a four-year course. The class of 1906, consisting of 
four, had the honor of being the first to graduate from the Wheat- 
land high school. In this district all of the rural schools situated 
near Wheatland have been consolidated with the town schools. 
Covered wagons convey the children to and from school, thus 
giving them the advantages of the graded school and a longer 
term. 

Throughout the county all of the rural schools have been 
supplied with the State Course of Study and the schools graded 
accordingly. The pupils* monthly report cards and also teachers' 
monthly report blanks are in use in all of the districts of the 
county. 

The new records for the district treasurers and clerks have 
been found to be a great help in our rural districts, and in several 
cases they have been the means of straightening out the district 
records for years back. 

An effort has been made in some of our districts to secure 
school libraries, with the result of a good start in this direction. 
Entertainments and fairs, to which both teachers and pupils con- 
tributed, have been the means used to obtain these results. 

A uniform system of books has been recommended for the 
county and most of our districts have adopted it. Heretofore a 
miscellaneous collection of books was found in almost every dis- 
trict, each new teacher being allowed to order her preference, thus 
causing great expense to the district and very poor results. 

Our institutes have been largely and well attended. At each 
annual session we had four regular instructors, besides the as- 
sistance of many others who have kindly given a lecture or a short 
address to the teachers. Social functions were also planned, so 
that the teachers might become better acquainted and of more 
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unity of spirit. Our teachers have expressed themselves as hav- 
ing obtained much helpful instruction from the institutes. Dur- 
ing the past two years we have held, in connection with our annual 
institutes, a county school exhibition. Every district of the county 
has responded well ; in some districts every school sent in work. 
These exhibitions have been an incentive to the schools to do 
better work, and marked growth and progress were quite notice- 
able in the last exhibition over that of the first, although the first 
was an excellent showing considering the many disadvantages 
against which the boys and girls had to work. These exhibitions 
were also sent to the State Fair. 

Laramie County has a well organized Teachers' Reading 
Circle, which has been established for the last three years. The 
work covered is that recommended bv the State Board of Ex- 
aminers. An outline is arranged for the work to be covered each 
month, so the work may be taken up systematically. In some of 
the districts, where the schools are not so widely scattered, a 
monthly teachers' meeting is held. I have conducted eighteen 
annual district meetings for parents and teachers. These have 
been largely attended and a good interest manifested. They have 
served to bring about more unity between parents and teachers, 
also to acquaint the parents with the workings of the schools and 
their needs. In several cases the results have been apparent in 
the improvements made. I believe that the only way to reach 
the schools effectually is to do so through the mass of people. 

Speaking generally of our schools, I am pleased to say that 
improvement has been made along many lines. We have a good 
corps of teachers, who are coming more to realize the great re- 
sponsibility of the work, and the parents are awakening to the 
fact that there is a duty also for them to perform toward the ad- 
vancement of the schools. 

Most sincerely yours in the work, 

Alice M. Sampson, 

County Superintendent. 
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NATRONA COUNTY. 

In reviewing the school work of Natrona County for the past 
two years, I find much that is encouraging and also much that is 
far from being satisfactory as yet. 

The schools generally have improved. The enrollment in 
almost every school has increased; total enrollment now being 
498. The salaries of teachers have been raised in several dis- 
tricts, thus enabling boards to secure better qualified teachers, 
consequently raising the standard of work done in the schools. 
No school pays less than $40 per month, while many of the rural 
districts now pay $50 to $60. There is but one teacher teaching 
on a third grade certificate, while many hold first grade, state 
certificates, and college and normal diplomas. 

Four new school districts have been formed and a petition for 
a fifth has been filed recently, which will give us eighteen districts 
with twenty-seven schools, besides several private schools. We 
are thus enabled to give schooling to more pupils every year, but 
the problem of our rural schools is a hard one to solve. The 
country for the most part is so sparsely settled that in many in- 
stances no two families are near enough together to have a school 
in common. The fund must, of a consequence, be divided amongst 
several families, giving such a short term to each that the at- 
tendant benefit is necessarilv small. With the increased amount 
of school funds apportioned each year comes a lessening of these 
difficulties, so that time and patience will probably work out a 
more satisfactory solution. 

Four new school buildings have been erected recently and 
two more are to be built soon. Several have been repaired, 
painted inside and out, and otherwise improved. Three flag- 
poles have been placed and flags purchased. 

The Casper schools have adopted a four-year high school 
course, instead of the three-year course heretofore required. Much 
good work is being done in the manual training department. 

Two County Institutes have been held, one in joint session 
with Converse County, which was a great success in every way ; 
the other in Casper, with every teacher in the county in regular 
attendance. 

The new records placed in the hands of our school trustees 
have been a very great help in getting prompt and correct reports 
of school work from district clerks, and the proposed change in 
the school law calling for reports in July instead of September 
will simplify the matter of reports. 

Altogether the outlook is bright and we look for much good 
work this year. Respectfullv submitted, 

EffiE Cumming^ 
County Superintendent. 
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SHERIDAN COUNTY. 

Hon. T. T. Tynan, 

State Superintendent, 
Cheyenne, IVyo. 

Dear Sir: — In accordance with your request, I have the 
honor of submitting the fellowing report : 

While the schools of Sheridan County are steadily growing 
in enrollment and efficiency, there is still much room for improve- 
ment, especially in equipment. 

At the beginning of 1905, the rural schools had all been 
graded as far as practicable in schools where all grades are taught. 
The districts had been supplied with the Illinois Course of Study 
and the teachers were making good use of it. As financial condi- 
tions in the districts are improved, money is expended for dic- 
tionaries, maps, globes and charts, and at the present writing a 
few of the districts are well equipped in this respect. 

During the school year ending September ist, 1906, the 
length of the school term in six districts was nine months and 
the average length of term in the county was a fraction less than 
seven months. The majority of the districts vote a special tax 
to aid in carrying on the schools. The salaries of teachers in the 
rural schools are from forty to sixty dollars per month, with 
board and room from ten to fifteen dollars per month. 

Outside of Sheridan, there seems to be little disposition to 
improve and beautify school grounds. Although a number of 
school buildings are located so that it would be comparatively 
easy to irrigate trees and lawn, school boards seem to be too busy 
to look after such improvements. On Arbor Day a number of 
patriotic teachers and pupils have planted trees, but, owing to 
a lack of water, they have all died. It seems to me that the only 
practical way to accomplish anything in this direction is to appeal 
to the school boards, urging them to plant trees and then employ 
someone to care for them. Some of the school houses are so 
located that it would be impossible to obtain water for such 
purposes without great expense, but these are the exception 
rather than the rule. 

As many pupils after having completed the work in the 
rural schools come to Sheridan to take up the higher branches, an 
effort is being made in the rural schools to cover the same work 
as far as possible as is done in the corresponding grades of the 
city schools. Last year, to this end, the examination questions 
of the eighth grades were the same as were used in the city 
schools, and this year the outlines for all the grades as well as the 
test questions are sent to all the teachers. This seems to be giving 
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good results, stimulating the children of the rural districts to do 
as good work as their perhaps more fortunate brothers of the 
city schools. In June all those completing the work of the 
eighth grade will have appropriate graduating exercises in con- 
junction with the eighth grade of the Sheridan schools. 

Sheridan has an excellent corps of teachers, nimibering 
twenty-five, under the efficient superintendency of C. R. Atkinson. 
Her buildings are inadequate. Only one in the city is heated in 
any other manner than by stoves, this one being the only thor- 
oughly modem school house in the city. Twenty pupils were 
graduated from the high school in 1906, and fifty-six from the 
eighth grade. Sheridan needs a good modem high school build- 
ing, but, owing to the fact that the district is already bonded for 
some sixteen thousand dollars, it is impossible to raise funds for 
such a building at present. It is hoped that the county will take 
advantage of the new county high school law and establish a 
county high school. Within the past two years trees have been 
planted on all the grounds belon^ng to this school district and in 
a few years they will add much to the appearance of the city. 

District No. 30, formed in 1904, has no school house yet. 
School is held in a log building, poorly lighted and ventilated, 
which is leased by the district. District No. 21 supports three 
schools. The school buildings in this district are built of logs. 
There are six months of school in each of the buildings during 
the year, but this is such a tax to the district that it seems to be 
unable to raise funds for better school houses. 

District No. 14 this year built a good school house, making 
two comfortable buildings in the district and giving ample accom- 
modations for all the pupils. This district enrolled thirty-nine 
pupils for the year ending September 1, 1906. A new school 
house is now in process of construction in Carney ville. 

Two institutes have been held — one in June, 1905, with Prof. 
S. S. Stockwell and Prof. C. R. Atkinson as instructors, and one 
in August, 1906, with Miss Margaret McCarthy, principal of the 
Pacific school at Omaha, and Miss Lotta Meacham of California 
as instructors. These instructors are all teachers of wide ex- 
perience and understand the problems that confront the teacher. 
There were forty-nine teachers enrolled in 1905 and seventy in 
1906. The majority of the teachers of the county are well qual- 
ified for the positions they hold, and are earnest in their endeavors 
to do good work. Many of them have had professional training. 
Five are graduates of the Sheridan high school. Their hearty co- 
operation with me in every effort to improve conditions has been 
of great assistance. 
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The irregularity of attendance in many districts is a great 
hindrance to advancement. This irregularity is very marked in 
the coal mining towns of Dietz, Monarch and Cameyville, owing 
in part to the shifting population. In many rural districts the 
larger boys are kept at home to aid in farm work. In order to 
overcome this, the law in regard to compulsory attendance should 
be changed, making the term longer and making the law effective. 

I believe that the laws in regard to reports of district officers 
should be changed to the end that they make their annual reports 
at the same time and that the date of the annual meeting be 
changed to coincide,^ say July 1st, the school year ending at this 
time also. This would obviate many difficulties for the County 
Superintendent, saving a great deal of time and energy which 
could be better directed to other school problems. 

I believe that great good would result from an annual con- 
ference of the State Superintendent with the County Superintend- 
ents. Such a meeting could be held at the same time and place 
as the State Teachers* Association, thus saving time and expense, 
and subjects of general interest pertaining to the schools could be 
discussed. Respectfully submitted, 

Edith S. Worthington, 

County Superintendent. 



SWEETWATER COUNTY. 

The schools of Sweetwater County are in a v.ery satisfactory 
condition in every way. The number of schools has increased 
from twenty-six in 1901 to thirty-two in 1906. Total enrollment 
of the day schools, 1,285. The night school in Rock Springs has 
been abandoned since 1904, but Green River has a night school 
which promises to be helpful to the boys and girls who cannot 
attend the day school. 

The Rock Springs schools, under the supervision of Super- 
intendent O. J. Blakesley, Ph. D., are progressing nicely. Nine- 
teen teachers are employed and a spirit of harmony between 
superintendent, teachers and pupils prevails. The high school is 
to be placed on a full four years' course, with the outlines of 
work arranged in two lines: Latin- Scientific and English and 
Commercial, the latter combined. This course is to be in accord- 
ance with the requirements for entrance to college in both the 
literary and technical courses. No students will be graduated 
unless they receive the full sixteen units required for graduation 
as outlined in the North Central Association of Secondary Schools 
and Colleges. The course is as follows : 
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Mathematics (3) 2 

Language, other than English (4) 4 

English (4) 3 

History (3) 2 

Science (3) 2 

Electives (3) 3 

16 

The electives will be chosen from mathematics, drawing, 
German, history and worked out as indicated by the numbers en- 
closed in parenthesis. The present seniors will graduate with 
full sixteen units and be admitted to the State University of 
Wyoming, freshman class, without examination. 

The Green River schools, under the able supervision of Prof. 
L. R. Langworthy, show marked improvement. The people have 
caught the spirit and the result is very gratifying. The high 
school is following the four years' course as made out by Dr. J. 
F. Brown of the University of Wyoming. 

The district schools are all in session at this time^ and are 
to be congratulated upon having excellent teachers. 

Two institutes have been held, one at Green River and one 
at Rock Springs. Dr. Aven Nelson and Dr. H. W. Quaintance, 
both of the State University, have given us excellent service in 
our institute work. Very respectfully submitted, 

Hattie Hale, 
County Superintendent. 



UIXTA COUNTY. 

The school districts have increased from twenty-three in 
number, as reported in 1904, to twenty-seven in 1906, three of 
the large northern districts having been divided upon petition of 
the residents thereof. 

The increase in the school population has been slow, 1904 
giving a total of 4,409 children of school age and the census of 
1906 showing but 4,532. Nearly all of the agricultural districts 
show a marked decrease in the school population, indicating that 
in these settled communities the number of children coming of 
school age each year does not offset the number passing the age 
limit of twenty-one. I consider this fact- worthy of observation. 
Districts 4, 9, 10 and 19 show the greatest increase, and, with the 
exception of District No. 4, these are the mining camps of the 
county. District 20 is the Spring Valley camp, recently aban- 
doned, and there is a consequent decrease from 291 to 10. 
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The general county school fund has been increased from 
$8,332.79 in 1904 to $10,092.08 in 1906; the state land income 
fund from $14,632.82 in 1904 to $21,304.87 in 1906. In eleven 
of the twenty-seven districts the full ten mill special tax has been 
levied and but five districts failed to pass a special tax of more 
than three mills at the annual meeting in May. This increase in 
funds has produced a consequent increase in teachers' salaries and 
in the length of the school term. Three months terms have been 
practically abolished in all districts, the average term being now 
from seven to nine months in duration. 

We have fifty-nine school buildings, the property of the sev- 
eral school districts, and several rented buildings where school is 
held. There are nineteen buildings where graded schools are 
taught, employing from two to ten teachers in each building. 
Twelve districts have erected good substantial buildings in the 
last two years, and with two exceptions these are of frame or 
brick. Two of the northern districts have built their school 
houses of logs and they are very neat, attractive buildings. 

In many of our districts the school grounds have been greatly 
improved in every way. Neat fences have been built, good walks 
laid and trees planted. In Districts i, 4, 9, 10, 6, 16 and 17 these 
improvements are especially noticeable. 

Regular high schools are established in Districts i, 10 and 
17, and ninth and tenth grade classes are taught in Districts 9, 
19, 12 and 6. High schools will be established in these districts 
with a full equipment as soon as the number of pupils entering 
the high school will warrant the necessary outlay. District No. 4 
has also made the necessary arrangements for the erection of a 
large modem high school building in the near future. 

County diplomas are issued to the pupils completing the 
work of the common schools, and these diplomas are recognized 
by the high school teachers throughout the county. These di- 
plomas have proved an incentive to attendance in many cases to 
pupils who would otherwise drop out of school between* the sixth 
and eighth grades. I find that our greatest loss in the number 
enrolled occurs at this period. While the school attendance has 
improved from 10 to 25 per cent in most districts, there is room 
for great improvement along this line. 

During the school year of 1905- 1906 we employed in the 
schools of our county twenty-eight teachers holding first grade 
certificates, twenty-five holding third grade and fifty-seven hold- 
ing second grade. More than forty of these teachers have had at 
least one or two years of good normal training and nearly thirty 
are normal graduates. 

Since January, 1905. one hundred twelve applicants for cer- 
tificates have been examined, and of these eighty-five have been 
issued certificates. 
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Teachers' Reading Circles have been organized in nearly all 
districts employing more than two teachers and a systematic 
course of professional reading is taken up under the outlines 
given throughout the State. 

Children's Reading Circles are also in process of develop- 
ment in various parts of the county. Although at present very 
little has been accomplished, we hope to have them in operation 
at the beginning of the new year. 

The Illinois Course of Study is adapted by the teachers to 
their work as far as possible. The free text-book system is in 
operation through the county, and this year many of the districts 
made a cpmplete change in text books, substituting new up-to-date 
publications in place of some which were twenty years back. 
Music and drawing are subjects which are most neglected in our 
rural schools, it seems to me, and we have very little manual 
training introduced in any of the schools. Last year a very ap- 
preciable effort was shown along this line and I am looking for- 
ward to better results for this year. 

I think that the three proposed laws advocated by the State 
Teachers' Association will benefit this county as much as any 
that could be given, i. c, a compulsory school law which can be 
made compulsory by the trustees: a change in the school year, 
thereby making the close of the year conform with the annual 
meeting, and requiring but one set of reports from clerk and 
treasurer to be made to the people of the district and to the 
County Superintendent: in addition to the change in the school 
year is a proposed change in the school month, making twenty 
days a school month : a law requiring the State Board of Ex- 
aminers to correct all examination papers throughout the State 
and allowing them a reasonable compensation for their services. 

I am also a firm advocate of the plan to allow school trus- 
tees a certain amount per year for their services, especially the 
clerk, upon whom falls the burden of the work, and then holding 
them to a strict interpretation of their duties. It seems to me that 
it is a little unreasonable to ask men to leave their own business 
interests and devote themselves with the same zeal to educational 
affairs when thev are losers financially and in many instances 
incur the ill-will of those whom they are endeavoring to assist. 
Besides, I am sure that the business of the trustees would be kept 
in much better shape, meetings would be held much oftener and 
reports would be made much quicker, were they made financial 
obligations, the same as other business transactions. 

Very truly yours, 

IvA Thomas, 
County Superintendent. 
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WESTON! COUNTY. 

The progress of the public schools of Weston County has 
been most satisfactory during the past two years. 

The standard of our teachers has been raised to a marked 
degree. We have more trained teachers employed in our county 
than ever before, arid there is a desire among those who are un- 
trained to further prepare themselves for the profession. 

We have only two schools in the county employing more 
than two teachers. Newcastle employs six and Cambria three. 

The institutes of 1905 and 1906 were very successful and 
every teacher employed in the county was present. Dr. Frank 
H. H. Roberts of Denver University conducted the first and Dr. 
J. F. Brown of the University of Wyoming the second. 

The institute attendance ranges from thirty to thirty-six. 
There has been no increase in the number of schools in the county, 
except District No. 3, which has two more than in 1904. 

The grounds about many of the school houses have been 
fenced and otherwise improved and a number of frame buildings 
have been erected in place of old log houses. 

There have been four libraries placed in country schools, 
owing to the efforts of live, energetic teachers who have ad- 
vanced the movement. 

We have a County Teachers* Reading Circle, which is being 
well attended, and we also have a Children's Reading Circle Li- 
brary, which has been organized on the plan of a circulating 
library and the books are distributed from the County Superin- 
tendent's office. 

I have visited every school in the county each year and many 
of them two or more times, according to their location. 

We have in most cases lengthened the term, in months, of 
each year. 

We have a complete high school curriculum in the town of 
Newcastle and it is hoped that we may be able to make this a 
county high school. There will be a graduating class of three 
in June. 

In my opinion the standard should be raised for obtaining 
certificates. We should have a twenty day school month and a 
compulsory school attendance law which compels. 

Yours for the best welfare of the schools of Wyoming, 

Anna C. Miller, 

County Superintendent. 



University of Wyoming. 



Hon, T. T. Tynan, 

Stxjtc Superintendent, 
Cheyenne, Wyo. 

Dear Sir: — I have the honor to call your attention to a few 
facts in regard to the progress of the University for the last 
biennial period. 

The number of students has shown a normal and wholesome 
increase, though the increase would no doubt have been greater 
had not the requirements for admission in many of the depart- 
ments been increased and the curriculum in many courses made 
more substantial and scholarlv. ' The number of students for 
1904-05 was 213; for 1905-06, 241. In 1906-07 the catalogue 
will probably show 260 or 265. 

One of the most important matters of progress, particularly 
as affecting the schools of the State, has been the establishment 
of a Summer School at the University, a school planned pri- 
marily for the teachers of the State. We have now had two 
summer sessions. The attendance at the first session was 26: 
the attendance at the second session was 48. This part of the 
University work ought to be continued, for it promises as much 
for the public school system of the State as any other part of the 
work except, of course, the long courses in education and the 
Normal School. 

During the summer of 1906 a primary training school was 
introduced under the direction of Miss Ruth Adsit, an expert in 
primary methods from the faculty of the State Normal at Iowa 
City. About twenty children were brought in for this training 
and observation work, and the work was so very highly successful 
that Miss Adsit was persuaded to remain for the academic year 
of 1906- 1907. We have thus added to the Normal School a 
training department, which we are running to the limit of room 
available. This places the Normal School of the University upon 
a basis with other normal schools of the country, and, in addition 
to this, it has a distinct advantage in being connected with the 
L^niversity, so that a strong scholarly, collegiate course in educa- 
tion can be maintained, giving us at the University both a college 
of education and a normal school with very little additional ex- 
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pense. There is no longer any reason why the young people of 
this State should go beyond the limits of the State to receive 
training for the teaching profession. If the Normal School 
grows as rapidly within the next few years as it has within the 
last two, it will soon outgrow its present quarters entirely. 

It is gratifying to note throughout the State the interest 
taken by the women in the education of the young ladies at the 
University. When the State Federation of Woman's Clubs met 
in September they took up with some vigor the need of instruc- 
tion at the University in Domestic Science and of erecting a suit- 
able builidng for that work, which would at the same time serve 
as a home for a number of young women. A committee of the 
Federation was appointed to see what could be done in furthering 
this project. It is certainly a very commendable scheme and the 
women have hit upon one of the very important needs of the 
University. All the aid that can be given the ladies in this work 
should be put forward. 

Thanking you, sir, for your co-operation in times past with 
the work of the University and for your efforts to bring about 
a unified system of education in Wyoming, and expressing to you 
my hearty wish to co-operate in every way with the office of the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, I remain, 

Very sincerely yours, 

F. M. TiSDEL, 

President ^tate Universitv. 



State Board of Examiners. 



To the Hon, State Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
Cheyenne, Wyo. 
Dear Sir: — The State Board of School Examiners submit 
for your consideration the following report on its work from 
November i, 1904, to November i, 1906: 

EXAMINATIONS HELD. 

In this time three regular examinations have been conducted 
in each county in the State. In addition to these the Board has 
from time to time prepared questions for special examinations 
in many of the counties. The Board has been called upon many 
times to assist County Superintendents in grading the papers of 
applicants for county certificates, and have at all times given such 
assistance. In some cases all the papers of the examination have 
been sent to the Board to be graded. While this has given the 
Board much work, it has also brought the Board in closer touch 
with many of the teachers of the State. 

STATE OR PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATES. 

The Board being in doubt as to the proper method of grant- 
ing State or Professional Certificates, the opinion of the Attorney 
General was solicited. It was the opinion of the Attorney Gen- 
eral that the State Board should examine the candidate making 
application for State or Professional Certificate and if found 
qualified for such certificate the Board should recommend to the 
County Superintendent of the county from which the candidate 
applied that said County Superintendent issue a State or Pro- 
fessional Certificate. This opinion being contrary to the custom 
of other states in granting State Certificates, it was referred to 
the State Superintendent. The State Superintendent advised the 
Board not to follow the advice of the Attorney General, but to 
make recommendations for State or Professional Certificates to 
the State Superintendent in place of the County Superintendent 
of the county from which the candidate applied. The advice of 
the State Superintendent has been followed by the Board. 
The following State Certificates have been granted : 

On examination 2 

On expiring State Certificate and successful 
experience 2 

Total .4 
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teachers' reading circle. 

The Board feeling that definite professional reading by the 
teachers would not only result in benefit to the individual schools, 
but also do much to unify the work of the State, recommended cer- 
tain books be read by the teachers during each school year. To 
encourage this work, the Board also recommended that County 
Superintendents take this reading in consideration in granting 
teachers' certificates. The work done in some counties has been 
quite gratifying to the County Superintendents and the Board. 



EXPENSES. 
printing questions. 

Dec. 8. 1904. Examination auestions. 520 copies I 88.76 

May 90. 1905. Examination questions. 100 copies 11.00 

July 20, 1906. Examination questions. 150 copies 12.00 

Au^. 4,1906. Examination questions. 20O copies 14.60 

Aug. 88. 1906. Examination questions. 250 copies 16.75 

Dec. 8. 1906. Examination questions. 250 copies 16.75 

Dec. 12. 1906. Examination questions for professional certificates, 100 copies 1.76 

June 7, 1900. Examination questions for county. 100 copies 16.00 

July 88, 1900. Examination questions for county, 76 copies 12.75 

Aug. 8, 1906. Examination questions for county. 76 copies 18.76 

Aug. 23. 1906. Examination questions for county, 850 copies 21.00 

Aug. 90. 1906. Examination questions for county. 250 copies 81.00 

Total 1181.00 

PRINTING CIRCULARS. LETTER HEADS. ETC. 

May 8. 1906. 80O letter heads for Mr. Matbeny $4.00 

May 8. 1906. 80O envelopes for Mr. Matbeny 4.00 

May 8.1906. 200 letter heads for Mr. Stockwell 1.60 

May 8,1906. 200 envelopes for Mr. Stockwell 1.25 

May 8,1906. 200 letter beads for Miss Sampson 1.60 

May 8.1906. 200 envelopes for Miss Sampson 1.86 

May 16, 1906. 1 M. rules for examination 6.76 

May Id. 1906. 1 M. professional circulars 8.26 

May 16, 1906. 600 copies circular Information 8.75 

Oct. 7, 1906. 20O application blanks for professional certificates 16.00 

Oct. 12, 1906. 100 lists of subjects for professional certificates 1JJ6 

Mar. 80, 1906. 500 letter heads for Mr. Matbeny 8.26 

May 24, 1908. 600 copies circular Information 8.76 

June 7, 1906. 100 envelopes and list of subjects for same 1.60 

Total 168.00 

ENVELOPES, POSTAGE, EXPRESS. REGISTERED LETTERS. 

June 3, 1906. Express on circulars and stationery 1 1.20 

June 8, 1906. Stamps lo 

June 18. 1906. Stamps 1.00 

Au^. 20, 1906. Stamps 1.00 

Dec. 16. 1906. Stamps 1.00 

Dec. 81. 1905. Stamps, sending questions 6.00 

Dec. 20. 1906. 150 envelopes. 12 60 

June 7, 1906. Mailing circulars of Information 75 

June 7. 1906. Maillni? examination questions 75 

July 24. 1906. MailinfT examination questions 62 

Aug. 2, 1906. Maillng^ examination questions 74 

Aug. 96. 1906. Mallinir examination questions and registering same 1.86 

Aug. 80. 1906. Mailing examination questions and registering same 1.75 

Total $17.17 
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MEETINGS OF STATE BOARD. 

Apr. 18, 1906. At Cheyenne. 

Miss Sampson (at home). 

Mr. Stockwell did not report. 

Expenses to Secretary. F. B. Mntheny 118.85 

Jan. 13. 1900. At Cheyenne. 

Miss Sampson (at home). 

Mr. Stockwell (at home). 

Mr. Matbeny $25.85 

SUMMARY OF EXPENSES. 

Printing- questions flSl.oo 

Printing* circulars, letter heads, etc «.oo 

Postage, express, etc 17.17 

Meetings of board 58.10 

Total IS12.S7 

(As against $884.80 from July, 1903, to December 81, 1904, expenses of December 
8, 1904 ($88.7^, being counted In each report.) 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF BOARD. 

In submitting this report the Board begs to make the fol- 
lowing recommendations: 

1. That the Legislature make the usual appropriation of 
$400 to defray the expenses of the Board for the next two years. 

2. The Board endorses the recommendation of the State 
Teachers* Association, "That the Board of State Examiners 
should have charge of examinations of teachers and issue teach- 
ers' certificates in conjunction with the State Superintendent, and 
that they should be paid for their services $5.00 per diem and 
necessary expenses." 

F. E. Matheny, Secretary, 

Casper, Wyo. 

Alice M. Sampson, 

Cheyenne, Wyo. 

S. S. Stockwell, President, 

Chevenne, Wvo. 
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STATE OF WYOMING. 

Office of 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, 

Cheyenne, Wyoming. 
To His Excellency, 

Bryant B, Brooks, 

Governor of Wyoming, 

• 

Sir: — I have the honor to transmit herewith the Biennial 

Report of this office for the two years ending April 30th, 1908, 

setting forth the conditions of this department, as required by 

law. 

Very respectfully yours, 

A. D. Cook, 

Superintendent of Public Instruction. 



STATE OF WYOMING. 

Office of 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, 

Cheyenne, Wyoming. 

To the Honorable President of the Senate, 
Cheyenne, Wyoming, 

Sir: — I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of the 

Biennial Report of this office filed with the Governor for the two 

years ending April 30, 1908, for your consideration as required by 

law. 

Very respectfully yours, 

A. D. Cook, 

Superintendent of Public Instruction. 



STATE OF WYOMING. 

Office of 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, 

Cheyenne, Wyoming. 

To the Honorable Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, 
Cheyenne, Wyoming, 

Sir: — I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of the 

Biennial Report of this office filed wilh the Governor for the two 

years ending April 30, 1908, for your consideration as required by 

law. 

Very respectfully yours, 

A. D. Cook, 

Superintendent of Public Instruction. 



REPORT. 



Office of 
Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

In compliance with law, I have the honor to submit here- 
with the biennial report of the Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion for the period of two years, ending April 30th, 1908. In 
stating that this is a report covering a period of two years I 
would say that at the last session of the legislature a law was 
passed chan^ng the official school year from the period included 
between the first day of November and the last day of the next 
September to the period included between May first and the 
thirtieth day of the following April inclusive. The reports filed in 
this office, then, by the County Superintendents for the year 1907 
were for the period included between September 30th, 1906, and 
April 30th, 1907. 

The close of another biennial period again witnesses de- 
cided educational advancement throughout the State. A steady in- 
crease in our public schools, both in interest and attendance, an 
enlarged conception in their value to the Commonwealth and an 
unmistakable growth of correct educational sentiment is every- 
where manifest. The marked increase in attendance is excellent 
evidence of the growing efficiency of our teachers and of in- 
creasing interest in school work. It is with pardonable pride, 
then, that attention is called to the fact that never in the history 
of Wyoming has there been so large an enrollment of pupils in 
the schools, so relatively small a number of school age, out of 
school, such a large and competent and well paid corps of in- 
structors, as during the biennial period just closing. To bear out 
the statement just made I would call attention to the fact that 
in 1904 there were 763 teachers in Wyoming, in 1905 there were 
797, in 1906 there were 800, in 1907 there were 787, and in 1908 
there were 899. Beginning in 1904 and proceeding in regular 
order to, and including 1908, the total number of pupils enrolled 
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in these consecutive years was 18,247 ; 18,902 ; 18,771 ; 19,795, 
and 21,390. In the last two years you may observe a remark- 
able increase in attendance over the preceding years. 

THE COMPULSORY EDUCATION LAW. 

The statistics just quoted will need explanation regarding 
the large increase in enrollment over the year's enrollment im- 
mediately preceding. In 1907 the Legislature enacted the Com- 
pulsory Education Law. The object of this act is to decrease the 
number of absentees and insure the attendance at some school of 
all children for at least a part of the school year, particularly of 
those that may be termed of school age. Compulsory "School 
Age," as defined by Legislature, is the age between seven and 
fourteen years inclusive. Under the provision of this act boys 
and girls within the age limits specified are required to attend 
some school during the first six months in which the public 
schools are in session in the district in which these children re- 
side. Exceptions are aCs follows: (i) Invalids or others to 
whom the school room may be injurious, may upon receipt of a 
physician's certificate be excused by the district board. (2) 
Pupils to whom the provisions of this act might work a hard- 
ship may be excused by the district board when a request stat- 
ing the reason for such excuse is presented by the parent or 
guardian to the board. (3) Pupils who for legal reasons have 
been excluded from the regular schools and no provision made for 
schooling such children. A truant officer may be appointed by the 
board in towns of 2,500 inhabitants or more. This officer may 
or may not under the provisions of this act devote his full time 
to his duties as truant officer. In towns in which there are 
fewer than 2,500 inhabitants the sheriff, deputy sheriff, or con- 
stable shall act as truant officer, and upon complaint from any 
resident or teacher of the district anv one of these shall imme- 
diately act in the matter referred to him and give written notice 
to the parents, who, under pain of certain specified penalities, 
shall see that their children comply with the requirements of 
this act. The law, as the above statistics show, has been a whole- 
some incentive to a more regular attendance. There is but one 
suggestion I would make to improve the law as it now stands, and 
that is to change the word "may" to "shall," in the phrase 
providing for the appointment of a truant officer in towns of 
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2,500 or more inhabitants. I think in towns of the size specified 
the board should be obliged to appoint such an officer, who shall 
devote at least a part of his time to the strict enforcement of this 
act. A person paid for such definite services will be under greater 
obligation to perform them than a person such as the sheriff 
or constable, who already has duties that occupy most of his 
time. Wyoming for a long time has had a small percentage of il- 
literacy. Let us provide statutes that will work toward the end 
that the percentage of illiteracy in Wyoming shall be smaller than 
in any State in the Union. 

SALARIES OF TEACHERS. 

The salaries of teachers have not increased correspondingly 
with the increased cost of living or in proportion to the increase 
in remuneration in other lines of work generally. Other lines 
of work have been holding out inducements that show so much 
greater prospect of ultimate financial betterment that many of 
the young men and women eminently fitted for the work of teach- 
ing have withdrawn from it and entered other fields. This is 
true to a greater extent of men than of women, with the result 
that the education of children is principally in the hands of the 
women. This should not be the case to so large an extent as at 
present. It would be much better if at certain periods of the 
child's life he or she might be under the tutelage of men. 
I think this is true of boys more than girls, and I think there 
is a distinct gain in ruggedness of character and manly actions 
if a part of the boy's instruction is received from a male teacher. 
The fact that so many more boys drop out of school at an earlier 
age than girls is partly explainable on that basis. In schools 
where good men teachers are retained it is frequently noticeable 
that there is a larger percentage of boys in regular attendance 
than where the same school is given over almost exclusively to 
women teachers. In Wyoming during the past ten years while 
there has been an increase of 363 in the total number of teachers, 
of that increase but thirteen are men teachers. Yet Wyoming 
is paying on an average higher salaries than is paid in states 
adjoining. The average salary paid to men and women is $69.15, 
and four years ago the average salary paid was $60.76. This 
is a good increase, but, as the State continues to build up, it 
is to be hoped that there will be such an advance in salaries that 
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men will be attracted to the profession rather than repelled from 
it. 

STATE APPORTIONMENT OF LAND FUNDS. 

The State is assisting the schools to an unusual extent in the 
matter of funds for running expenses. The law provides that the 
income from rentals and sales of certain lands set aside for sup- 
port of schools may annually be apportioned to the counties, 
according to the number of persons of school age residing in 
the counties. This income for many years has been increasing 
until last spring there was disbursed to the thirteen counties of 
Wyoming from this fund for the schools $127,313.25, an amount 
sufficient for a per capita disbursement to all those of school 
age (6 to 21) of $4.89. The total number of children of school 
age in the state, forming the basis of this disbursement, was 
26,034. Uinta, Laramie, and Big Horn are the three counties, 
taken in order, that have the largest share in the funds disbursed. 
Laramie County received $17,213.80; Uinta received $22,30460, 
and Big Horn received $14,988.70. The amounts apportioned 
to each one may be found in the tables. 

STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS. 

During the two years last past, there has been an innova- 
tion in the plan of issuing certificates to teachers. The L^slature 
in 1907 provided by statute that the State Board of Examiners, 
which, though existing previous to that time, had but few powers, 
chiefest of which was the preparation of uniform examination 
questions, should be empowered to examine all candidates for 
certificates in the State, and that they should receive as compen- 
sation for their services, $5.00 a day, together with actual and 
nec^ssar>- expenses. Under this plan the arduous duties of grad- 
ing examination jxij^ers have been taken from the County Superin- 
tendent, togctlier with the sense of responsibility, which in a 
measure attached to her for xhc failure of the candidates. There 
seems to be a feeling of general satisfaction with the law so far 
as I have been able to loam. I'nder this plan a teacher who 
is issucii a cenincaie may teach in any cv^unty of the State on 
I hat certificate, the exauinations are all of them given at a definite 
ix^ivx!. the iw^vrs are all of iItcui markcvl by the same persons, in 
ib-^ o---*-^', >itl>'ccts, anvi in creneral a more unified s\*stem results. 
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The character of the work done by the State Board of Examiners 
has been most satisfactory. The members have been persons of 
ability and integrity, and have given evidence of broad interest 
in the scholastic affairs of the State. 

teachers' institutes. 

The character of the work done in the several county in- 
stitutes differs markedly from that of the institutes of a few 
years ago. There has been in proportion to the increase of teach- 
ers throughout a corresponding increase in attendance, and much 
interest expressed in. the subjects discussed. A few years ago 
institutes were conducted much as teachers conduct classes; les- 
sons were assigned, questions were asked of certain ones in the 
assembly, question boxes were placed on the desk where topics 
that seemed troublesome might be thrown open to discussion. 
History, geography, arithmetic, grammar, and other subjects 
each received its quota of attention. Now the more entertaining 
plan of lecturing is principally followed. But it may be ques- 
tionable if we are not getting too far from the old plan for the 
attainment of the best results: Abstruse lectures on art, litera- 
ture, pedagogical psychology, and other like topics are highly 
entertaining, but most teachers must come to a thorough know- 
ledge of the subjects that each is to teach, and facts relating to 
those subjects even remotely are, in my estimation, of more vital 
importance. Then is it not possible that the lecturers allow those 
assembled before them to drift away into distant thoughts because 
they are not made enough a factor of the proceedings ? I am of 
the opinion that more frequent appeals to the persons assembled 
with a free exchange of views will often be more helpful than 
merely the listening to long, drawn out lectures, be they ever so 
entertaining. 

COUNTY superintendents. 

During the past two years the County Superintendents have 
in most cases co-operated most heartily with this office in the con- 
duct of the schools. With the increased population of the counties 
the duties pertaining to their office have greatly multiplied. It 
is hardly fitting that they should be expected to continue to serve 
so well in their capacity as County Superintendents at the small 
salaries that are now paid. I regard it as necessary to provide 



STATE OF WYOMING. 

Office of 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, 

Cheyenne, Wyoming. 
To His Excellency, 
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Report of this office for the two years ending April 30th, 1908, 
setting forth the conditions of this department, as required by 
law. 

Very respectfully yours, 

A. D. Cook, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
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ing the performance of their duties as a Board as may in their 
judgment be deemed wise and expedient, provided such rules and 
regulations are in harmony with existing statutes, and shall be 
endorsed by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

TEMPORARY CERTIFICATES. 

That the State Board of Examiners be authorized to recom- 
mend that the State Superintendent issue to an applicant a 
temporary certificate, good until the next regular examinations, 
when a reason can be shown why such should be granted, which, 
by the State Board of Examiners, may be deemed good and 
sufficient. 

PEES CHARGED FOR CERTIFICATES. 

That a fee shall be charged all those who take the examina- 
tion for a teacher's certificate, and all those to whom certificates 
may be issued ; that the fee charged shall depend on the grade of 
certificate — for a temporary certificate, $0.50; for a certificate of 
either the second or third grade, $1.00; for first grade and pro- 
fessional certificates, $1.50 each — and that the funds derived 
therefrom shall be made a part of the general fund, from which 
the State Board of Examiners, and all expenses pertaining to 
their office, shall be paid, and thus the board become self-sup- 
porting. 

ANNUAL REPORT OF STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS. 

That the State Board of Examiners shall make an annual 
report to the Superintendent of Public Instruction covering such 
points as the State Superintendent may require. 

REPORT OF CENSUS TO COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. 

That the date the report from District Clerks is due to the 
County Superintendents be changed from August 30th, to June 
15th. As the statute now stands the report of the County Su- 
perintendent shall be made to the State Superintendent before 
the census report, which the County Superintendent must have, 
from which to compile his or her report, is filed with the County 
Superintendent. 
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deficiency for board of examiners. 

That an appropriation be made sufficient to reimburse the 
members of the State Board of Examiners for necessary and 
actual expenses incurred as such, and to pay them for the time 
actually devoted to the \>erformance of their duties on this Board, 
for which the appropriation of last Legislature was insufficient. 

STATE superintendent's CONTINGENT FUND. 

That a contingent fund be granted to the office of Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction of $4,000.00 for the biennial period 
1909-1911. During the biennial period just closing the duties of 
this office have more than doubled, so that an appropriation of an 
amount smaller than that would greatly hamper the efficiency of 
the department. 
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On March 31, 1907, the following amounts were distributed 
from the Common School Land Income Fund : 

County Enrollment Apportionment 

Albany 2,287 $ 9,790.42 

Big Horn 2,765 10,627.69 

Carbon 2,009 7,721.89 

Converse 1,067 4,101.17 

Crook 1,220 4,689.25 

Fremont 1,297 4*985.21 

Johnson 943 3,624.57 

Laramie 3,152 12,115.18 

Natrona 628 2,413.81 

Sheridan 2,492 9,578.37 

Sweetwater 1,618 6,219.04 

Uinta 4,532 17419-44 

Weston 1,031 3,962.84 



25,041 



$96,248.88 



Estimated Value of School Property in Counties, for 1907. 



COUNTIES 



Albany. . . 

Big Horn . 

Carbon. . . 

Converse . . 

Crook . . . 

Fremont . . 

lobnson . . 

Laramie . . 

Natrona . . 

Sheridan . . 
Sweetwater, 

UinU . . , 

Weston . . 

Totals . . 



Buildings 



$ 52.100.00 
46,250.00 
49.400.50 
49. 150. CO 
36.960.00 
26.996.00 
a5.OOO.OO 
187.725.00 
19.783.76 
68.250.00 
36.000.00 
112.643.00 
19,250.00 



1739,617.27 



Furniture 



% 5.335.00 
8.796.00 
6.520.00 
6.700.00 

10..525.00 
3.671.79 
4.000.00 

10.950.00 
5.352.00 
9,2.37.73 
4.425.00 

15.355.00 
2.525.00 



$93,392.52 



Books and 
Apparatus 



$3,035.00 
5.b27.00 
5.346.50 
9.450.00 
6.760.00 
3.174.00 
2.750.00 
16,260.00 
4,338.00 
7..590.00 
4.000.00 
9,572.30 
2.500.00 



$81,002.8^ 



Totals 



$ 61370.00 
604i73.0O 
61.357.00 
65.300.00 
54.265.00 
33.840.79 
41.750.00 
214.9E^.00 
29.473.76 
85.077.73 
44.425.00 
137,570.31 
24.275.00 



$914,012.59 
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Qualifications of Teachers 
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Public Schools of Wyoming (Continued) for the Year Ending April 

30, 1907. 



COUNTIES 
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On March 31, 1908, Ihe following amounts were disbursed 
from the Common School Land Income Fund: 

County Etirolhneat Apportionmenl 

Albany 1,819 $ 8,895.37 

Big Horn 3,065 14,988.70 

Carbon 2,053 10,039.72 

Converse 1,094 5,349.92 

Crook 1,356 6,631.20 

Fremont 1,635 7.995-6o 

Johnson 958 . 4,684.84 

Laramie 3.520 17,213.80 

Natrona 689 3.36934 

Sheridan 2.850 I3.937-30 

Sweetwater 1.596 7,804.85 

Uinta 4,561 22,304.60 

Weston 838 4,098.01 



26,034 



$127,313.25 



Eilimated Value of School Property for the Year Ending April 30, 1908. 
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Albany 




9 


6 
14 
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Big Horn 


1 


11 39 
23 25 
19 ... 


"5 


1 






Carbon 


12 

18 








Converse 


2 


• • • 

11 






3 


Crook 










Fremont 


1 
2 
5 
1 
4 


18 
7 

48 
12 
22 
19 


20 
15 

78 
15 
60 
17 


6 1 








Johnson 

Laramie 

Natrona 

Sheridan 

Sweetwater 


6 

19 

2 

5 
1 

^1 


2 
20 

5 
12 
10 
3J 
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14 
5 
8 
6 
8 
2 

44 


1 
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• • ■ 
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Uinta f • • • 

Weston 


1 


34 62 
11 27 
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To Mr. Elwyn E. Baker, Instructor of Latin in the Cheyenne High School, 
Grateful Acknowledgments Are Made for the Following Tables: 
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282 
320 
344 
381 
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198 
223 
226 
247 
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59 
78 
79 
96 


b 

247 

285 

2^8 
328 


H 

306 
363 
367 
424 


S 


u. 


E- 


H 


< 


Z 


1890. . 


4.008 
4.479 
4.808 
.5,101 


3,867 
4;247 
4.618 
4332 


7.875 
8.726 
9.426 
9.933 


• • * 4 • 






1891 . . 






1802. . 








1893. . 


886,129 


89.21 


39.367 


1894. . 


201 


379 


257 


96 


311 


407 


5.339 


4.971 


10.310 


942.411 


91.40 


38.389 


1895. . 


213 


405 


305 


112 


:i«2 


474 


5.838 


5.415 


11.253 


995,651 


88.47 


42.960 


1896. . 


182 


425 


306 


105 


360 


465 


5.865 


5.717 


11,582 


1.025.100 


88.59 


W),201 


1897. . 


184 


452 


322 


103 


305 


498 


6.067 


5.870 


11,937 


1.085.961 


90.97 


41.682 


1898. . 


202 


495 


338 


102 


434 


5:« 


6.643 


6.399 


13.042 


1..535.562 


117.70 


60.198 


1899. . 


201 


500 


346 


01 


472 


563 


6.797 


6.629 


13,427 


1.166.802 


86.90* 


37.764 


1900. . 


208 


524 


372 


80 


481 


,570 


7.3.59 


7.153 


14.512 


1.. 526.124 


105.17 


44.154 


1901 . . 


214 


574 


381 


101 


519 


620 


8.023 


7.741 


15.704 


1.394.443 


88.45 


95.857 


1902. . 


224 


615 


400 


100 


584 


684 


8.887 


8.624 


17.511 


1.678,933 


106.86 


74,930 


1903. . 


238 


646 


440 


108 


618 


726 


9.342 


9.o:« 


1^381 


1,702.439 


89.26 


73,905 


1904. . 


245 


684 


483 


105 


6.58 


763 


9.1M 


9.053 


18.247 


1.810.028 


99.24 


62.974 


1905. . 


253 


716 


503 


107 


690 


797 


9.499 


9.403 


18,902 


1,828.105 


96.71 


82,989 


1906. . 


1 261 


745 


486 


107 


603 


800 


9 392 


9.379 


18,771 


1.872.016 


99.74 


66,501 


1907. . 


281 


706 


500 


109 


678 


787 


9.822 


9.874 


19.795 


1.805.643 


91.21 


70,8:i4 


1908. . 


280 


785 


538 


115 


784 


899 


10,675 


10.715 


21,390 


2,120.482 


107.62 


69.883 



* A probable error in computation, although so given in reports. 
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1895-1899 196.4 



1900-1904 



225.8 
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341.2 


2302 


455.4 


323.4 


608.6 


415.2 


738.0 


509.0 



No. of Teachers 



No. of Pupils Enrolled 



H 



81.6 
102.6 
100.6 



o 
E 

V 



291.8 
4046 
572.0 



o 
H 



2 



373.4 4.746.0 
507 2 6,242.0 
672 6!8,.561.0 



109 5 7112 820.7 U847.0 



E 



4.507.0 
6.006.0 
8,322.0 
9,842.7 



O 



Z c 



1^ . 



9.254.0 
12.248.2 ' 
16,883.0 ,1,622,433.4101.79 



19,714.5 



1,906.5615107.62 
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70.364 
72.301 



* Four years only. 



I 



Superintendent of Public Instruction 



29 






^ 



s|OoqDSR*HJooN| 2 S {9 S 2 S 



snaiJ«8j9pm'>i jo -0{ij[ 



« W Cl M CO 1-1 



c 
o 



o. 
o 

1 



o 
H 



I » s S 2 s s 

leioxl « » -1 * § f. 
?3 SJ S ^ S^ ^ 



aivtnaj 



a 

o 



I H 



-4 fri e4 V 



ai«W 



S3 --• $ <3 
-* e5 o »-« 

— ©» N PS 



^ 
6A 



O 
O 

u 

o 

a 

6 

o 

U 



o 
E 

C 



o 
2 



I«»oX 



«0 GC 
CO o 






s 



apeoidj 



00 (O 



I 



'I«W 



S 23 £i i S g 

©^ ^ © 3 OB «5 



V 

c 
d 



1«10X 



^ A fe s s 

«(5 t-> A 0(5 ^ of 



»l«™'.4 



OC (X 



Oi OC 



»I«W 



^ 



PO CO 
^ Ol 



5 t: \^ 

of X o o oS ^ 



o 

o 

.£•5 



I'no.L 



Ci t>- »-* 

3 t^ 



8 



9I9UI9J 



3 2 ?2 

rt "t' •« 



=»1«W 



SC « t- 

^i^ 1-" "^ 
CO *J CO 



2 :;; 



9 J3pun U9)je8 
-wpat^ ui 'O^ 




s 


B 


« 


s 




•jsiQ apisjno 
Suipuaiiv ON 


ft 


g 


g 


i 


^ 


i 






§ 


§ 


g 


i 


1 






# 



Biennial Report 



Certificalion of Teachers. 
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School Funds Disbursed and Remaining on Hand, Year Biding First 
Monday in September. 
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I Hand and Received, Year Ending the First Monday 
in September.' 
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Population and Attendance. 



YEAR 



1870. . 
1880. . 
1890. . 
1900. . 

• 5-18. 



c 
o 
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a 
o 



o 
H 



0,118 
20.789 
6a705 
92,531 



School Population 


5 to 17 inclusive 




V 
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o 
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449 


407 


856* 


1.9^ 


1.824 


3,754 


. . . 


. 


12.960 


. . . 


• • 


22,100 



School Attendance 





Ji 


V 


a 


Mai 


Fein 


190 


115 







2 

o 



305 

2.907 

7,863 

14.917 



Percentage of Increase. 
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5 to 17 inclusive 
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1880 


127.9 
192.0 


:c>9.8 

• • * 


348.1 


338.5 
244.9 




853.1 


1890 


, , 


• a • 


170.5 


1900 


52.4 
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70.6 

1 




89.7 













The figures in tables No. 7 and 8 are taken h-om the federal census and do not agree with these 
in the tables which are from the state superintendent's re[>orts. The discrepancies are due to a differ- 
ence in the ending of the fiscal years. 



County Superintendents' Reports. 



. ALBANY COUNTY. 

During the two years just coming to a close, several changes 
have taken place in the public school work of this county. Most 
noticeable of these is the erect of the new law in regard to the 
certification of teachers. 

Two years ago at this time of year the report submitted from 
this county shows fifty-nine teachers actively engaged in the work, 
and holding the following schedule of certificates : 

First grade 25 

Second grade 28 

Third grade 6 

Total , 59 

At present there are sixty teachers employed showing the 
following classification : 

State professional i 

First grade 22 

Second grade 20 

Third grade 6 

Temporary (granted) 4 

Temporary (request6d, but not heard from) . 3 

Uncertain 3 

Music teacher i 

Total 60 

The teachers classed as "uncertain" are those who have come 
here from other counties. They have probably presented their 
credentials to their respective school boards, but have failed to 
register with or notify the Superintendent. This will, I fear, 
cause more and more confusion as time goes on. 

Our supply of teachers is constantly being replenished from 
outside the State, and under the existing law I hardly see how we 
could get along without the temporary certificate, although it is 
a hardship in some cases, where the teacher goes out to her 
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school in the rural districts and is often compelled to make a 
very unpleasant journey back to the county seat for her examina- 
tion. 

Quite a large proportion of our teachers have availed them- 
selves of the privilege offered by the State Board of Examiners, 
of renewing their certificate by Reading Circle work. This, in 
my judgment, is an excellent innovation; as it is more beneficial 
for the teacher to pass an examination in some well selected 
professional book, each year, than to be compelled to cram oc- 
casionally in her actual teaching work. Our law shows some 
unfairness in this connection, however, as it exempts all graduates 
from our own University — the Normal degree of which is equiva- 
lent to a sophomore college standing — ^and compels this examina- 
tion from all other teachers, be they graduates of Columbia, 
University of Chicago, or any institution except the University 
of Wyoming. 

In Laramie, our county seat, we boast a new two-story, 
brick, school house, with all modem improvements of archi- 
tecture, heating, etc. In this building are housed our eighth 
g^ade and high school pupils. The need for the improved high 
school facilities is shown by the fact that on the opening day 
of school forty-two pupils were enrolled, and ten have come 
in since. Of these, twenty-nine are girls and twenty-three boys. 
Eight who are listed as eighth grade pupils, are doing part 
high school work. Every student in the high school has en- 
rolled for a course, so the prospects are splendid for expecting 
nearly all to return for further work another year. Full equip- 
ment for laboratory work will be installed as fast as there is 
call for the subjects requiring it. An athletic association has 
been formed which includes all the students of the school. There 
are three football teams with full equipment. A passing grade 
is required for participation in athletics. Three teachers devote 
their entire time to high school work, one holding the A. B. 
degree from Ann Arbor; one from the Ohio State University; 
while the principal has an A. B. from Eureka College, and an 
A. M. from the Wyoming University. 

A shortage of teachers for the rural work still hampers us 
somewhat. Those schools lying adjacent to the railroad have 
not felt the lack so keenly. Although the outlying districts offer 
good wages and comfortable homes, they are obliged, at times. 
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to delay school for weeks and perhaps months, before finding 
suitable instructors. 

In several districts comfortable new school houses have 
been built. In some cases the school yards are fenced off from 
the invasion of cattle, and attempts are made to raise trees, also 
flowers and vegetable gardens, the latter producing a tempting 
addition to the school lunch basket. 

The parents in a marked degree show a desire for the best 
interest of their children. In but one instance in our rural 
schools have we been obliged to threaten a parent for lack 
of compliance with our truancy law. 



East Side School Building, Laramie. 

County uniformity of school hooks would be helpful in the 
rural work. Our school boards are composed of busy people 
who are not always familiar with the most suitable books, and 
new teachers constantly coming here from other states recom- 
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mend books with which they are familiar. Extravagance and 
loss of valuable time sometimes result. 

All the rural schools have been supplied with the course 
of study sent out by the State Superintendent, and the teachers 
are working to keep the children up to grade as nearly as 
possible. Each teacher submits a monthly report to the parents 
showing the standing of every child under her care. A monthly 
report to the County Superintendent is also required. As a mark 
of approval for excellent scholarship (a monthly average of 90% 
or above) each pupil receives a reward in the shape of a Perry 
picture. 

Our County Institute, usually held in June, has been post- 
poned this year until December, when we will meet with the 
State Teachers' Association, and will have the benefit of the 
instruction and inspiration to be derived from such educators as 
Dr. A. E. Winship of Boston, and Superintendent Greenvvoo<I 
of Kansas City, as well as the broader knowledge and sympathy 
derived from coming in contact with those of our profession from 
every quarter of our own Wyoming. 

Respectfully submitted, 

E. H. Knight, 
County Superintendent. 



BIG HORN COUNTY. 

During the past two years the schools of Big Horn County 
have made a steady and satisfactory growth. There has been 
an increased enrollment of pupils, better attendance and more ef- 
ficient work. 

We have at present forty-six (46) school districts in the 
county, an increase of six (6) in the past two years. 

The standard of our teaching force is being gradually 
raised. While we like to help our boys and girls along, we urge 
them to train themselves for the profession of teaching before 
taking up the work. 

School boards and people in general are more interested 
in educational work than in former vears. This is evidenced 
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by the new school buildings being erected each year and the 
equipment supplied. 

The Teachers' Reading Circle work has not been as sys- 
tematic as we could wish for. However, many of our teachers 
have completed the work each year. The distances to be traveled 
makes it quite impossible for the teachers of Big Horn County 
to assemble more than once a year. 

The Pupils' Reading Circle work is in a very satisfactory 
condition, many of the schools having the complete set of books. 
Most of these have been purchased by funds derived from enter- 
tainments given by teachers and pupils. 

Basin, Cody, Worland, Lovell and Cowley are each doing 
high school work. We hope to soon see a county high school 
for our boys and girls. 

The outlook for our schools is bright and we anticipate 
great strides in educational work during the next few years. 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. F. Brown, 
County Superintendent. 



CARBON COUNTY. 

Since the last report submitted by the County Superintendent 
of this county one district has been added to the list, there being 
now thirty.. The original No. 19 had been abandoned and conse- 
quently when it became necessary to divide No. 2 on account 
of increasing numbers of children and the long distances, the 
new district was numbered 19. This district is about eight 
miles from the Pathfinder dam. The patrons have constructed a 
neat building and they expect to have school every summer. 

At present there are fifty-four teachers employed in Carbon 
County. Seventeen of these are at Rawlins, the county seat. 
There is a special supervisor, of music and drawing, a kinder- 
garten teacher, and four high school teachers, including the 
superintendent and principal, besides the teachers for the regu- 
lar eight grades. 

Last year an eight thousand dollar addition to the already 
beautiful structure was completed. This addition consists of 
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three school rooms, two recitation rooms and a physical labora- 
tory, with sewer connections and all modem improvements in 
•the basement, also a room for manual training in the basement, 
although this year there is no class in that department, owing 
to re-classification and reorganization of the advanced grade 
pupils. 

At Hanna, Saratoga and Encampment, six, four and three 
teachers are employed, respectively, Hanna enrolling two hundred 
pupils this year. These are important schools and are well 
equipped and partially graded. 

All the other schools except Baggs and Dixon have but 
one teacher. These two schools have two each. Many of the 
small ungraded schools are now paying seventy dollars per month 
for teachers and having as many as eight, and even nine 
months of school. Especially is this true of the rural, or rather 
the small towns ajong the railroad, Walcott, Fort Steele, and 
Medicine Bow. There are but twelve districts out of the thirty 
which pay teachers only fifty dollars — one less in money but 
furnishes board and room. At the same time our watchword 
in Carbon County is and ever shall be "better pay for teachers.'' 
Each district is anxious to secure the best possible teacher, but 
of course even at seventy dollars a month many teachers can 
not be induced to take schools from forty to sixty-five and 
seventy miles from the nearest raijroad. However, I feel that 
the schools of this county are experiencing a steady upbuilding. 
Most of the patrons are looking forward for the best interests 
of their children's education. If they might be made to see 
the necessity of placing only competent men or women in the 
offices of their district boards their growth would proceed much 
more rapidly. It is the same old cry — ^better service from the 
district board — men or women who can keep accounts reasonably 
well are an absolute necessity to the progress and welfare of 
the school. 

This year there are 2,147 children in Carbon County; last 
year there were only 2,053. 

Most of the teachers of Carbon County feel particularly 
favored this year in that the State Teachers' Association will 
be held in Laramie, in December, thereby enabling a much 
larger percentage of them to attend than heretofore. Some of 
the school boards will be requested to pay at least the traveling 
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expenses of their teachers, and I look for a large representation 
from Carbon County at the December meeting. 

We are also going to try to have a county teachers' meeting 
sometime between the Christmas holidays and the close of the 
term, with a view to getting the teachers interested in the 
general condition of the schools over the county and putting 
them in closer touch with each other. This plan seemed to be 
enthusiastically received at the County Institute in August. 

I heartily endorse the work of the State Board of Exam- 
iners during the past two years. I feel that the creation of this 
board at the last Legislature was a step in an onward direction 
towards the betterment of our educational system. As time ad- 
vances the powers of this board will either be restricted or 
enlarged as the occasion demands. The uniformity of the cer- 
tification of teachers must certainly appeal to all. 

It is with extreme pleasure that I am able to report an 
advancement of general school conditions this year in most every 
instance. Fewer schools are without teachers than is usual at 
this time of year. There is a steady increasing of wages of 
teachers as well as lengthening of terms. Altogether, the situ- 
ation is more promising than in the past two years. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Frances B. Smith, 

County Superintendent. 



High School at Rawlins. 
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CONVERSE COUNTY. 



In accordance with custom, I have the honor of submitting 
the following report : 

There are several encouraging features of our school work 
in Converse County. A great deal has been said under the 
present administration about courses of study, and there seems 
to be an awakening to the realization of the fact that children 
can not make the eight grades of the common schools course, 
in eight terms of three months each, or even six months each, 
but that the terms must be eight or nine months long in order 
that the children advance a grade each year. 



Douglas School Building. 

Several new school houses have been built and especially 
worthy of mention is the large addition made to the Douglas 
school house, giving us one of the most complete and conven- 
ient school buildings in the State. 

Several local teachers' and patrons' institutes have been 
held over the county, and have aroused interest and enlisted 
parents into a more earnest endeavor to help make our schools 
better. 
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The compulsory school law passed by the last Legislature has 
been of advantage in at least one district, where the deputy 
sheriff acted as truant officer. This law seems in its applica- 
tion to be much superior to its predecessor, because it is both 
specific and direct. 

During the last two years four new districts have been 
created and one old one abandoned, making at the present time 
twenty-four districts in our county. 

Several of. the larger districts have very creditable school 
libraries, and in a few instances these have been secured through 
the inspiration afforded by the State Board of Examiners' out- 
line of the Young People's Reading Circle work. 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. S. Young, 
County Superintendent. 



CROOK COUNTY. 

In April, 1908, in the second year of her second term as 
County Superintendent of Crook County, Mrs. Jennie Davis 
Pearson resigned from the office, and Maude Sims was ap- 
pointed to finish the unexpired term. 

The work had been well and faithfully done and was easily 
continued. 

The County Institute was held June I5th-i8th, with the 
superintendent as conductor, and Dr. J. F. Brown of Laramie 
as instructor. The enrollment showed forty-six teachers in at- 
tendance. There was unusual interest shown during the entire 
session, which was demonstrated by the number of papers pre- 
viously prepared on instructive subjects and read by some of the 
teachers; by their short talks on various methods used in their 
respective schools, and their ready response to the instructor's 
questions ; thereby making the institute one of the most pleasant 
and profitable ever held in Crook County. 

The employment of Eastern teachers, with their latest meth- 
ods gained from frequent attendance upon teachers' meetings and 
associations has done much towards promoting deeper interest 
in the schools of pupils, parents and trustees. 
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Could we not ^et these teachers, it would be impossible to 
keep one-half of the schools of Crook County in session the 
allotted time, even by working our home teachers twelve months 
in the year. 

Our home teachers appear ambitious to raise their standard 
of excellence by taking advantage of the Spearfish Normal School 
in South Dakota. A number of our resident teachers attended 
the State Teachers' Association held at Sheridan, December 31- 
Januar>' 2, 1907- 1908. 

Most of the teachers are subscribers of the IVyoming School 
Journal, thus becoming members of the Teachers' Association. 

In 1 907- 1 908 not less than ten new school buildings have 
been erected in the county, and the equipment is improving. 

During the past two years wages have been raised from 
five to ten dollars in most of the districts. 

School boards are working more in harmony and taking more 
interest in the betterment of the schools than heretofore. 

The Crook County Children's Reading Circle still continues, 
new books are frequently being added to the already large list. 

The leaving oflf of four of the higher branches required for a 
first grade certificate, would, in my opinion, be more just ihan 
are ilic present requirements. 

District Xo. 3 was divided in 1907, making 17 districts in 
the county. 

The future prospects for Crook County, educationally, are 

very encouraging. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mai'de Sims, 

County Superintendent, 



FREMONT COUNTY. 

The progress in our schools, as well as the increase in the 
number of schools during the past two years, is gratifying. The 
opening of the reservation has given us more settlements and 
also more and better teachers. This is shown in the increase 
of teachers' salaries and the length of the terms of school. The 
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lowest salary now paid is $50 — and ranging as high as $70 — 
in the district schools, while in the graded schools there has 
been an increase of at least $10 per month. 

There are now thirty-one districts employing sixty teachers, 
the majority of these being normal school or university gradu- 
ates. Fifty eighth grade diplomas were issued this year to the 
pupils of the various schools of the county, completing work 
as required by the Illinois course of study. While I have not 
been able to personally conduct these examinations, we find the 
issuing of these diplomas an incentive to more thorough work and 
better attendance. Five of these eighth grade graduates took 
the re^lar teachers' examination this fall and passed creditably. 
I mention this to show the character of the work that is being 
done in the district schools. 



Lander Public School. 

We have been very fortunate in securing an excellent corps 
of teachers throughout the county and earnest and energetic 
school boards. 
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We have one year of high school work this year at River- 
ton, Shoshoni and Bader. The Lander school has a regular 
four year high school, and Thermopolis has a two year high 
school. 

The institutes in 1907, conducted by Superintendent F. E. 
Matheny of Casper, and in 1908 by Dr. Frank H. H. Roberts of 
Denver University, were well attended. The high quality of work 
done, tht many practical applications and suggestions, and the 
enthusiasm of the work well done helps to elevate the standard 
of our teachers and schools. 

The text-books for the several grades were recommended 
by the institute to be used in the schools where new supplies 
were needed. We hope soon to have uniform text books through- 
out the State. 

I would recommend that music be taught in our schools, 
and that we adopt uniform text books. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Allie Davis, 
County Superintendent, 



JOHNSON COUNTY. 

In compliance with the request of the State Superintendent, 
I submit the following report of the schools of Johnson County, 
for the two years just past : 

There are thirteen regular school districts in Johnson County, 
one having been established this year. In these thirteen dis- 
tricts, there are twenty-two schools, the enrollment of which is 
about eight hundred pupils 

There has been a noticeable improvement in the rural schools 
of the county. The citizens of all parts of the county have 
shown a deep and lively interest in the welfare of the schools. 
Much of the success in the country schools is due to the more 
efficient district trustees that are now in office. They are more 
careful in the selection of their teachers. Over half of Johnson 
County teachers have had normal training. Better salaries are 
now being paid : $45.00 per month is the lowest, while several 
rural schools pay $^.00 per month. 
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The terms are longer in most of the districts than ever before^ 
six months being the shortest term taught this year. 

In several districts new school houses have been built, and 
many old ones have been painted and newly furnished, and 
the grounds and fences improved. We still have the little log 
school house with dirt roof in many places. 

Buffalo has a school of which Johnson County can well 
be proud. It is the only well graded school in the county. 
They have two fine buildings, well equipped with the best and 
latest books and apparatus. Only teachers with training and 
experience are employed, and good salaries are paid. Johnson 
County has a county high school, at Buffalo, the first and only 
one in the State established and conducted under the law passed 
by the last Legislature. Over seventy pupils are enrolled this 
year. Two four year courses are offered, a Latin-scientific and 
English course, also a two year commercial or business course 
is given. 

Interesting and inspiring Teachers* Institutes are held each 
year. All the meetings are well attended by a large number of 
bright, active teachers and many citizens interested in school 
work. Speaking generally, our schools are improving along 
many lines, and in hope for much greater advancement in the 
next few years. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Margaret Lothian Smith, 

County Superintendent, 



LARAMIE COUNTY. 

The summary for the year closing April 30, 1908, showed a 
total number of one hundred forty-seven schools maintained 
in this county. One hundred fifty teachers were employed. 
The total enrollment as reported by the various districts was 
two thousand nine hundred ten pupils. 

This report showed an increase of nineteen schools, twelve 
employed teachers and two hundred fifty-four pupils for the 
last two vears. 
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Nine new school houses were buih during the time, and 
many improvements were made to others. 

On account of the growing population, especially in the 
districts interested in dry farming, a decided growth has been 
made in the last few months. Eighteen new schools have been 
established in the county since May ist, 1908, thus an increased 
number of teachers are now employed in our rural schools. The 
corps of teachers have been enlarged by the addition of one new 
member, both in Sunrise and in Wheatland, while in Cheyenne 
four new teachers have been employed. 

New additions are being constructed to both the Johnson and 
Corlett school buildings in Cheyenne, which will soon be com- 
pleted and ready for occupancy this fall. 

In the rural schools, in many cases, the terms have been 
lengthened, also the salary of the teachers raised. The lowest 
salary now paid is forty-five dollars per month, except in a few 
cases of the isolated schools, established for one pupil. 

Great benefit has been derived from the introduction of a 
uniform system of books in the county, which has eliminated 
useless expense to the districts, while a decided improvement 
has been iioticed in the schools. 

Interesting and inspiring Teachers' Institutes have been held 
each year. At the last annual session one hundred sixty-one 
teachers were enrolled, much enthusiasm and interest was mani- 
fested by both teachers and instructors. The teachers were 
unanimous in declaring the session to be the most interesting 
and helpful ever held in the county. 

The parents' and teachers' meetings have been continued 
successfully in the various districts. Much good has resulted from 
these, as they have served to bring about more unity between 
parents and teachers, also to acquaint the parents with the work- 
ings of the schools and their needs. 

Altogether, the outlook is bright, and we look for much 

good work this year. 

Most sincerely yours in the work, 

Alice M. Sampson, 

County Superintendent, 
By Nellie Sampson, Deputy. 
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NATRONA COUNTY. 

The schools of Natrona County continue to show a slow 
but encouraging improvement. Each year brings us more school 
funds, enabling us to build new school houses, furnish better 
equipment, secure good teachers, and hold longer terms of school. 

We now have eighteen school districts, furnishing employ- 
ment, when the schools are all in session, to thirty-four teachers, 
and having a total enrollment of five hundred twenty-three pupils 
in public schools and seventeen in private, besides twenty-four 
in kindergarten. 

The Casper schools, under the efficient management of Mr. 
Matheny, are doing excellent work. They have an unusually 
strong corps of teachers this year, eleven in all. A night school 
is also being conducted by Supt. Matheny, which is proving 
very popular, and resulting in much good. 

Several new school buildings have been erected recently in 
rural districts, and others will be built in the spring. 

Five districts have purchased the Children's Reading Circle 
books, and find them very interesting and helpful. Most of 
the other districts can not afford to put them in unless the 
teachers and pupils will make some special effort to raise the 
funds. 

One of the hardest problems to meet at present is the one 
of school boards. Too frequently men are put in as trustees, 
who have no interest whatever in the schools, and are hopelessly 
ignorant and careless in all matters pertaining thereto. Almost 
without exception, where we have educated, interested men on 
the school boards, we have well equipped school houses, good 
attendance and interested pupils. 

The change in the law regarding time of sending in reports 
by district officers has saved the County Superintendents much 
trouble and annoyance. The compulsory school law also has 
proved very beneficial. 

The ruling by the State Board of Examiners, whereby they 
issue a certificate a grade lower than the one held by an applicant 
from another state, causes many more 2nd and 3rd grade certifi- 
cates to be in force than heretofore. 

Our institutes are well attended and prove very helpful to 
the teachers. The schools not being near enough together to per- 
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mit of teachers' meetings, the institute is the only means of 
getting all the teachers together, and we find the session all too 
short for the many questions coming up for discussion. 

Speaking of the schools generally, they are, with one or 
two exceptions, in very satisfactory condition. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Effie C. Rogers 
County Superintendent. 



SHERIDAN COUNTY. 

In accordance with your request, I submit the following 
report, for the years 1907- 1908: 

There has been considerable advancement made in the schools 
of this county during the past two years. By the school census 
the number of pupils has increased from 2492, in 1906, to 3,084, 
in 1908. Several new school houses have been built, and the 
equipment improved in many others. In Dayton, a wing has been 
built to the school house, making a comfortable two-room build- 
ing, and enabling the district to dispose of an old building 
which was entirely unfit for a school room. In Arvada a new 
frame building takes the place of the dilapidated log one that 
has done service for a number of years. In district No. 18^ 
which is twenty-five miles in length, two small frame school 
houses have been built this year, and a third one will soon be 
completed. In Dietz, a wing was built to the one-room building 
last year, and a new school house erected at Mine No. 5 this 
year, making five school rooms in district No. 28. In district No. 
30, a comfortable frame building has taken tlje place of an old 
log one, rented by the district. In Monarch a two-story building 
has been built, with school rooms below, and a large hall above 
for entertainments. The old building, owned by the Monarch 
Coal Company, has been turned into a gymnasium for the miners. 

In Carneyville, the one-room building proved inadequate, and 
it was sold and a new two-room building is now rapidly nearing 
completion. 

In Sheridan a two-room brick building was erected in 1907^ 
and this year a portion of a high school building has been put 
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up. This contains four commodious school rooms, laboratory, 
and office, with heating plant and toilet rooms in the basement. 
It is expected that the district will be able to raise enough money 
to complete this building in a few years. For a number of years 
this district has been bonded to the limit, and each year votes 
all the special tax allowed by law, viz., 10 mills. The law 
limiting the amount to be raised by bonding to two per cent of 
the assessed valuation has prevented the district from building 
adequate school houses. If property were Assessed at its full 
valuation, or if the per cent of taxation were raised, this diffi- 
cultv would be obviated. 

Eighty-three teachers are now doing work in the county. 
Seven of these have been graduated from the Sheridan high 
school, and three of them are natives of Sheridan County. Of 
these, one was graduated from the Wyoming University^ one has 
practically completed the course of study in a Wisconsin State 
Normal, and the other has attended the summer school at the 
Wyoming University, after graduation from the Sheridan high 
school. This shows that we are beginning to produce our own 
teachers. 

One new district has been created from a part of district 
Xo. 24, making 33 in the county. 

Four districts voted a special tax of ten mills this 
year, while six voted none. The others voted from i to 7^ 
mills. The law giving $150.00 from the general county school 
fund to each district having a school census of eight or more 
pupils, tends to prevent consolidation of districts, and causes 
districts to work for a division, when there seems to be no other 
reason than a desire to obtain more of the general fund, and 
thus avoid a special tax. I believe this* fund could be abolished, 
or divided pro rat?i, with better results. 

The law passed by the last Legislature, compelling district 
clerks to make their annual report to the County Superintendent, 
on or before the fourth Monday in May, for the year ending April 
30th, preceding, causes clerks and superintendents much incon- 
venience. In order that the report be properly and correctly 
made, it must be done after the school census is taken, and the 
teachers have made their term reports to the clerks. Conse- 
quently, as the majority of the schools are still in session, the 
teachers must make reports to April 30th, and additional reports 
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for the rest of the term. By law the district clerks have until the 
first Monday in August, to file the school census in the office of 
the County Superintendent. The district treasurers must publish 
a report of the financial condition of the district the firs: week 
in July. 



If the district clerks and treasurers could report at the same 
time, directly after the annual district meeting, which should 
be changed from the first Monday in May to some time when 
the majority of the schools were closed — the first Monday in 
July, perhaps — there would be much economy of time and energA- 
on the part of school officers, that could be much better expended 
in the solution of other school problems. 

The compulsory attendance law, passed by the Legislature 
of 1907, has resulted in a better attendance of pupils. While 
not so strictly enforced as it should be, it has been beneficial, 
and much superior to the preceding law. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Edith S. Worthington. 

County Superintendent. 



SWEETWATER COL-XTY. 
In comparing present conditions of the schools of Sweet- 
water County wilh those embodied in my report of two years ago, 
1 the improvement even greater than I had thought. 
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The number of schools has increased from thirty-two in 
1906, to forty in 1908. 

At Superior and at Gunn, two new mining towns of the 
county, new commodious school buildings have been erected. 

Other new districts are using temporary or rented buildings, 
until such time as they can afford to build good substantial 
school houses. 

District No. 12 will be abandoned this year on account of all 
the land in the district having been sold last year to a company 
of sheep men, causing the remoyal of the children from the 
district. 

During the past two years, the new plan of teachers' certifi- 
cates being recommended by the Slate Board of Examiners, and 
being issued by the State Superintendent, has been highly pleas- 
ing to Sweetwater County. 

We have had but two failures upon examination for cer- 
tificates, and but two third grade certificates in the county. The 
high grades made by almost all applicants for second grade cer- 
tificates have been very gratifying to the County Superintendent, 

The salaries have been raised until at the present time we pay 
from $60.00 to $75-00 per month to our rural teachers. No 
district in the county would think of offering a teacher less than 
$60.00 per month. 



Rock Sphincs High School. 

Since our last report, the Rock Springs schools, under Dr. 
O. J. Blakesley and his excellent corps of teachers, have very 
markedly increased, both in enrollment and regular attendance. 

The last census shows about 1,400 children of .school age. 

The number of teachers has increased from nineteen to 
twenty-three. 



54 Biennial Report 

Our supervisor of music and drawing now gives her entire 
time to that work, instead of part, as was the plan the past 
three years. 

School buildings have been repaired, and new floors of 
hard wood placed in the main building. Rooms have been 
rented down town for additional school room, and at the present 
time a new building of twelve rooms is under favorable con- 
sideration, and will probably be ready for occupancy in the early 
fall of 1909. 

It is expected to place some industrial work, manual train- 
ing and mining having been asked for. 

The high school has increased 300% since the last report 
and has a regular four years course. It has ten students in 
college or university, entering since the report made in 1906. 
The course of study has been supplemented with commercial 
work and distinct commercial subjects, equal to any course in 
any well regulated high school. Two machines are running 
most of the school day. The high school employs none but 
college graduates, it is accredited to the State University, and 
has a permit which admits to colleges in adjoining states, with- 
out examination. 

The Green River schools, under the faithful supervision 
of Mr. R. H. Mcintosh, are climbing rapidly toward the ideal 
public school. A fine new school building is under consideration, 
and ere long Green River will be able to boast of as finely 
equipped public schools as any town of its size in the State of 
Wyoming. 

The people of Green River are alive to the welfare and 
best interests of its young people, and through the generosity 
of a few of its citizens, the schools were presented with a 
piano, for use in the public schools. Green River has a Carnegie 
Library which solves the problem of ''something for the boys 
and girls to read.*' 

The Reading Circle work has been faithfullv done bv manv 
of our teachers throughout the county, and the Children's Reading 
Circle work has made a fair beginning, although desired re- 
sults have not been secured. 

Two institutes have been held at Rock Springs — one con- 
ducted by Dr. Aven Nelson of the State University of Wyoming, 
and one by Dr. D. E. Phillips of the University of Denver. 
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Our institutes are always well attended and our teachers have 
expressed themselves as having obtained much help and in- 
spiration from institute work. 

Our citizens are always interested in our work, and by 
their presence and help and words of welcome, make the teach- 
ers glad that their field of usefulness lies in this particular spot 
of our beloved State of Wyoming. 

The State University has always been loyally supported by 
our teachers* institutes, and I am sure that every teacher in 
Sweetwater County would advise every student who seeks ad- 
vice upon the subject of where to go to school, to attend our 
own State University. 

We wish our State University success and a gre^t future 
of usefulness to our boys and girls who are soon to become the 
men and women of this great commonwealth. 

Yours for the best interests of the schools, 

Hattie Hale Wingo, 
County Superintendent. 



UL\TA COUNTY. 

Responding to your request that I prepare a brief s\ nopsis of 
the progress and condition of the schools of Uinta County during 
the years of 1907-1908, I respectfully submit the following: 

No new districts have been added to the number already 
existing in Uinta County, which is twenty-seven, and by the 
recent settlement of the eastern boundary line of this county, 
both children and property were removed from our jurisdiction 
to that of Fremont County. 

The number of children of school age has shown an in- 
crease from 4,532 in 1906, to 4,563 in 1907, and 4,905 in 1908. 
The greater increase, as shown by the census of 1908, has been 
in the coal mining districts Nos. 2 and 10, and the agricultural 
districts Nos. 4 and 17. 

The number of children in daily school attendance shows a 
surprising increase throughout the county, due in some districts, I 
presume, to increasing school facilities, and again in other dis- 
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tricts to the rigid enforcement of the compulsory school attend- 
ance law. 

The general county school fund shows an increase from 
$21,304.87 in 1906 to $22,304.60 in 1908. As a consequence 
of better financial conditions, the schools have newer equipment, 
better apparatus and longer school terms in nearly every dis- 
trict. Fifteen new school buildings have been completed in 
the county during the past two years, five of which are two- 
room structures of brick or frame. Extensive improvements in 
the way of paint, fences, cupboards, trees, etc., are noticeable 
everywhere. 

Teachers' salaries have increased at least 25% in most dis- 
tricts of this county in recent years. 

In common with the entire country, Uinta County experi- 
enced a shortage of teachers in the fall of 1907, and our, schools 
suffered correspondingly. During this crisis, the standand of effi- 
ciency was noticeably lowered and, then, several of the remote 
districts could not secure teachers to open their school until 
after the Christmas holidays. This year (1908) no difficulty has 
been found in securing plenty of competent and qualified teachers 
and apparently we have entirely recovered from the effects of 
last years' "dearth." 

The change in the teachers' certificate plan whereby the en- 
tire system is made a State in place of a county aflFair has been 
a boon to the County Superintendent and I believe has received 
the hearty endorsement of the teachers in this county. The bene- 
fits to be derived from taking up the books of the State Teachers' 
Reading Circle, as outlined by the State Board of Examiners, 
seems to appeal strongly to the teachers and incite them to care- 
ful, conscientious study. 

A great movement toward securing school libraries swept 
over the county in 1907, with the result that the number of schools 
containing libraries increased from 6 in 1906 to 15 in 1907, and the 
number of volumes from 433 in 1906 to 2005 in 1907. The re- 
port of 1908 indicates an increase over this number (17 schools 
containing libraries and 5628 volumes), but it is not 30 startling in 
contrast as 1906 and 1007. These libraries have been secured 
by the united efforts of a few teachers and pupils, although in 
districts the school boards have given material assistance. The 
State Young People's Reading Circle has been an excellent incen- 
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tive in promoting interest in these libraries as well as a reliable 
guide in selecting suitable and wholesome literature. 

We have inauguarated a system of eighth grade examinations 
and diplomas which is used throughout the schools of this 
country. I consider this plan a valuable factor in unifying the 
grade work of our schools and also in extending the average 
school life of the individual pupil. * However, I am convinced 
still greater interest would be aroused in this plan, were it made 
a State in place of a County system, and I respectfully submit this 
suggestion to the consideration of the State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction. 

In conducting our two last teachers' institutes we have intro- 
duced an outline which appears to differ from other institutes in 
the State. We have had three sessions, general, grammar, and 
primary, each day. The grammar and primary sessions are held 
consecutively and the general sessions are of course the assembling 
of all members of the institute. The number enrolled in our 
institutes led to this division and the teachers seem to feel they 
are enabled to derive a great deal more benefit from the work, 
when given in this way. In 1907 we employed three instructors 
but I found two could cover the work very easily. While of 
course the plan is not thoroughly arranged, I have been very much 
gratified with its success so far. In the four years I have con- 
ducted institutes I have relied mainly upon our State University 
for instructors and lecturers and I desire to express my apprecia- 
tion of the never failing consideration and helpfulness received 
from this source. 

The law relating to a change in the school year was amended 
by the last legislature before it was passed and as it stands 
now, it is a great inconvenience to our eight and nine months 
schools. The teachers' reports have to be made before April 30th 
so the clerk can incorporate them in his annual report, and this 
necessitates two sets of reports from the teacher, one for April 
and the complete term report for the year, or, for the one remain- 
ing month of May and then the following teacher has to pick 
up this stray month in her report the next April. This muddles 
her report -and is almost sure to lead to inaccuracies as the same 
children are seldom enrolled from year to year. In graded 
schools children are liable to be counted twice and the enrollment 
in each grade to be reported double what it actually is. Shorter 
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term schools can complete their year before April ^oth, but there 
is a great deal of dissatisfaction over this law among the teachers 
of the eight and nine months schools. The original bill made 
provision for this but the amendment was not so considerate. 

I would again like to express my convictions in regard to 
paying the members of our school boards, especially the clerk, 
fixed salaries per month. I do not advocate large salaries but 
enough to compensate them in a measure to leave their own inter- 
ests and devote themselves to the schools of their district. 

District boards have an immense amount of work devolving 
upon them. The clerk must give a great deal of his time each 
month to school affairs, and I cannot believe it is right to demand 
this sacrifice from men who have business interests of their own. 
Five dollars per month for each member and a littte more for the 
extra work of the clerk seems to me a very moderate compensa- 
tion, but sufficient to demand in return accurate accounts, prompt 
attention to school matters, and a meeting of the board once or 
twice each month, a thing that does not occur in some districts 
more than three or four times a year. Business is carried on be- 
tween members almost entirely by correspondence — an unsatis- 
factor>' method. Clerk's reports would be more prompt were 
they made a business transaction and when delayed less compunc- 
tion would be felt about using drastic measures to obtain them. 

To give a general summary of our schools for 1907 and 1908 
we have reported 3,769 children enrolled in schools, 118 teachers 
employed, 74 school buildings and iii schools. 

Our teachers are earnest, faithful workers, 90 pei cent of 
whom are normal trained or experienced teachers. The inex- 
perienced teachers spent their summer attending summer normals 
in order to better fit themselves for their work. 

I consider the schools of Uinta County are in a verv encour- 
aging, prosperous condition. Whil^ there is room for vast im- 
provement, school boards, teachers and parents seem to be working 
together in harmony and much is being accomplished each year. 

V^ery respectfully yours, 

IvA Thomas Irish, 

County Superintendent.' 
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WESTOX COUNTY. 

In comirfiance with your request, I herewith submit my 
second biennial report of the condition of the schools of Weston 
Countv. 

This county is divided into three school districts, all being- 
in an excellent condition financially. 

The teachers, on the other hand, are well qualified, earnest 
and painstaking ; and the school boards make an earnest effort to 
perform their dutj- in a prompt and impartial manner. 

The school of Newcastle employs six teachers and under 
the management of an earnest, strong principal, the school has 
grown to be a most excellent one. 

There is only one unfortunate feature, and that is the over- 
crowded condition of the upper grades. 

There has been a marked improvement in the grading of 
the schools in this countv and todav there are but few teachers 
who are not using every effort to follow the course of study as 
outlined. 

The average attendance throughout the county has been ver>' 
good, but there are some cases of lax attendance, which as a 
rule are goverened by local conditions, where the pupils are de- 
tained at home for various reasons. 

Altogether the schools are in a fine progressive state ; teach- 
ers' standards have been raised ; salaries have been increased, and 
there is a better public sentiment toward teachers and school 
work in general. 

Our institutes for the past two years have been of a high 
grade. In April, 1907, we held institute. Dr. J. F. Brown of the 
Wyoming State University being the instructor. The entire teach- 
ing force of the county were enrolled. All the teachers in at- 
tendance were well pleased with the instruction and inspiration 
received. 

The county institute of 1908 was held in August and was a 
**banner week" to all the teachers who attended. Dr. D. E. 
Phillips of Denver University was instructor. Dr.- Chas. O. 
Merica of our own State University was also present for one day. 
Hon. F. W. Mondell also addressed the institute. With so many 
illustrious educators and guests, there could be but one result, a 
success for the institute. The best methods of school govern- 
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ment and teaching were ably presented by members of the insti- 
tute and many helpful discussions followed. 

I visit each school at least once each term and also at every 
change of teacher. 

During my four years' term in office I have been much in- 
debted to the State Superintendent, State Board of Examiners, 
school boards, teachers and to the local newspaper, for aid in 
my work. 

Sincerely yours, 

Anna C. Miller, 
County Superiniendent. 
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Hon. A, D. Cook, 

Supt, Public Instruction. 

In accordance with a recent rule adop:cd by the State Board 
of Educational Examiners the following report is respectfully 
submitted for your consideration. 

CERTIFICATION OF TEACHERS. 

It has been the constant effort of the members of the Board 
to adopt such a policy in regard to requests as would gradually 
increase the efficiency of teachers; at the sime time it has been 
necessary not to move too rapidly or radically In this matter since 
an increasing number of teachers are required lo meet our school 
demands. It has, therefore, been the policy of the Board to hold 
rather strictly to requirements in considering applicants for higher 
grade of certificates, but to be more liberal in considering those 
who were candidates for the lower grades. Teachers presenting 
certificates have been given due credit for credentials presented^ 
and at a recent meeting of the Board it was dec'ded to give full 
credit to such applicants on all subjects in which they present 
legal grades as required by Wyoming law. The Board has fixed 
four as the number of examinations annuallv. It has been found 
that this does not always meet the necessities of teachers attend- 
ing these examinations. It has always been found that many 
teachers find it exceedingly difficult on account of distances to 
attend these examinations, and in order to meet the need of 
these candidates, temporary certificates under very careful re- 
strictions have been issued. These, of course, have not the sanc- 
tion of the State law, but there seemed to be no other wav out 
of the difficulty. Two tal)les showing the work of the Board in 
regard to the certificates are attached to this report which cover 
the four examinations taken in March, June, August and No- 
vember, UJ07, and prepared by Miss Ilebard, who was then Sec- 
retary of the Board ; the other covering examinations taken in 
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March, June and August, 1908. The figures in these two tables 
show with reasonable accuracy the amount of work done by the 
members of the Board on the question of teachers* certificates. 

READING CIRCLE WORK. 

At its first meeting the Board adopted the. policy of giving 
credit for securing a certificate for professional reading done by 
teachers. This has worked out very satisfactorily, for a start, at 
least, has been made toward securing a better professional spirit 
on the part of the teaching corps of the State. This work, when 
handled by one central board of three members, necessarily is not 
without some discouraging features, but the books read were of 
a reasonably high order of professional literature and most teach- 
ers showed a thoroughly genuine effort to take this work up in 
the right spirit. Another course* of reading for pupils in the 
several grades below High School was authorized by the Board, 
and this work has been under the personal direction of Miss He- 
bard and it is due to her efforts that such satisfactory results along 
this line have been obtained. 

THE OPERATION OF THE CERTIFICATE LAW OF I907. 

At the last session of the Legislature a somewhat radical de- 
parture in the matter of the certification of teachers was put al- 
most entirely into the hands of the State Board of Examiners. 
But one general criticism has come to the Board as such: that 
criticism was in the form that the County Superintendents of the 
several counties were left entirely out of consideration. In order 
to meet this, which seems a just criticism, at a recent meeting of 
the Board it was suggested to have all applicants for recommen- 
dation for certificates be made to the Board through the County 
Superintendent of the county in which the candidate proposes to 
teach. The victual working out of the rule has, of course, not 
yet been tried, but it is the opinion of the Board that it will 
meet and remedy the difficulty suggested above. 

FINANCIAL. 

When the State Board of Examiners organized in March, 
1907, about two hundred dollars was turned over by the re- 
tiring Board. The Legislature had appropriated four hundred 
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dollars for the work of the Board for the two years ending April 
1st, 1909, making in all about six hundred dollars available for 
its work. The matter of traveling expenses of members of the 
Board, fees for members of the Board, printing of circulars and 
examination questions to administer the work of the Board, 
postage, express, and incidental majtters of this sort soon con- 
sumed the whole amount available. Several of the matters of 
incidental expense have been taken care of by your office, but there 
is a large deficit against the account of the State Board of Ex- 
aminers. After the expenses of the next examination, which 
will occur November 27th and 28th, are in we will present a sup- 
plementary report in which we will make an exact accounting of 
the expenditures up to and including that date, in order that 
this may be presented to the legislature to take such action as 
seems wise to meet this deficit. There will also be the expense 
of the March examination, 1909, to provide for. In order that 
the State Board of Examiners may be properly administered for 
the period of April ist, 1909 to 191 1, at least twelve hundred 
dollars should be available. We understand that there is a move- 
ment, which has the sanction of your office,, to ask the legislature 
to fix a small fee to be charged candidates for certificates. The 
proceeds of this would be turned to the credit of the State 
Board of Examiners. If this becomes a law it would doubtless 
provide sufficient funds, but if not, twelve hundred dollars should 
be asked from the legislature in the form of an appropriation. 

CONCLUSION. 

We desire to take this opportunity to express our appre- 
ciation of the help and co-operation that has been manifested to 
the Board by the teachers, school officials, and County Super- 
intendents of the State. We also desire to thank you, especially, 
for the co-operation of your office in all the legitimate work of 
the State Board of Examiners. 

Respectfully submitted, 

S. S. Stockwell^ 

Secretary. 
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Examinations Given By the State Board of Examiners, 1907. 
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This table represents the tour examinations taken in March, Ji.ne, August and November, 1907. 



Examinations Given By the State Board of Examiners, 1908. 
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This table repre s ents the three examinations taken in March, June, and August. 1908. 



University of Wyoming. 



Hon, A. D, Cook, 

State Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
Cheyenne, Wyoming, 

Dear Sir: — Under separate cover I send you copies of the 
annual catalogue of the University of Wyoming and other publi- 
cations containing information concerning the several depart- 
ments and schools of the University. I wish particularly to call 
your attention to the following matters constituting some changes 
that have taken place in the University since the publication of 
the last report of your department. 

NEW COURSES OF STUDY. 

One year ago a department of Domestic Science was organ- 
ized in the University. Professor Minnie A. Stoner, a professor 
in the University of Ohio, was secured to take charge of the 
work in this department. Full courses in Domestic Science and 
Art leading to the degree of B. S. were offered at once and a 
considerable number of students enrolled for these courses. At 
the annual meeting of the Board of Trustees in June, 1908, Miss 
Lottie A. Crawford, an instructor in the Colorado Agricultural 
College, was secured as an assistant in this department. It is the 
purpose to make this department strong and inviting. The en- 
trance requirements are the same as for the College of Liberal 
Arts. This course is not planned for just one class of women, 
neither is it intended as a trade school. The practical and scien- 
tific study of the problems of right living in connection with the 
science and art of home making it is believed present splendid 
cultural opportunities. Detailed description of the courses of 
study in this department will be found in the annual catalogue. 

A course in Veterinary Science is now being offered by the 
School of Agriculture. Dr. O. L. Prien, a graduate of the Mc- 
Killop Veterinary College, was secured to offer these courses. In 
connection with the Agricultural College these will offer to stu- 
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dents along these lines an opportunity to prepare themselves 
in the more elementary requirements in veterinary science. It is 
hoped that the University may be able very early to so extend 
these courses as to offer a full course of instruction leading to 
the degree of Doctor of Veterinary Science. 

As stated in the last report, the University made arrange- 
ments a few years ago to offer a course in practical irrigation 
engineering. To this department has recently been added a 
course in civil engineering. The engineering courses of the State 
University are now so arranged that they have practically the 
same requirements for the freshman and sophomore years and 
the same requisites for admission as for the College of Liberal 
Arts. In this new State where so many problems are arising in 
connection with the water supply, this course in civil engineering 
and irrigation engineering, it is believed, will answer a real 
need and be distinctly acceptable to the people of the State. 
Professor John C. Fitterer, M. S., of the University of Ohio 
and lately employed on extensive government surveys, is in charge 
of this department. 

THE NORMAL SCHOOL. 

Perhaps no department of the University ought to be so 
closely allied to the general educational work of the State as 
that of the Normal School. I wish particularly to call your at- 
tention to the fact that the State Normal School of Wyoming 
is not merely a sort of side issue at the University but that it is 
distinctly a school of its own. It is as much the State Nonnal 
School of Wyoming as the Normal School located at Greeley, 
Colorado, is the State Normal School of Colorado. It offers two 
years of instruction along lines of teacher training and has the 
same requirements for admission as the College of Liberal Arts. 
In order, however, to be as helpful as possible to the common 
schools of the State, it is the purpose of the Normal School at 
once to offer short courses along professional lines for those who 
wish to teach in the common schools. 

I desire particularly to call the attention of your department 
to the fact that this is the only teacher training school in the 
State. During the past year the demand from superintendents 
of schools throughout the state for teachers trained in our normal 
school has been far beyond our ability to supply. Young people 
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over the State desiring to teach and those already in the work 
desiring better positions might do well to remember that it is to 
the state normal that the superintendents will turn for their 
supply of well trained teachers. At the June, 1908 meeting of the 
Board of Trustees, Br. John Franklin Brown, for several years 
principal of the Normal school, resigned and Charles K. Buckle, 
Ph. D., a member of the faculty of one of the state normal schools 
of S<inith Dakota and a teacher of ripe experience, was called to 
this position. 

SCHOOLS AND* DEPARTMENTS. 

The following schools and departments are now maintained : 

I. The Graduate School. 

II. The College of Liberal Arts. 
in. The Agricultural College. 
IV. The School of Engineering, 
v. The Normal School. 

' VI. The School of Commerce: 

VII. Th^ Department of Domestic Economy. 

VIII. The Preparatory School. 

IX. The School of Music. 

SUMMER SCHOOL. 

In the last report of the president of the University to your 
department attention was called to the demand that the Univer- 
sity should maintain a 'summer school. Since that time three ses- 
sions of the summer school have been held. These have all been 
successful and profitable to those who attend. The summer school 
is now a permanent feature of the University. If the teachers 
throughout the State could understand what splendid facilities 
are offered to them during the six weeks of this summer school 
two hundred teachers would be enrolled at the next session 

NiKW BUILDING, 

A need long felt at the University has been a residence hall 
for women. The Legislature of 1907 appropriated twenty-five 
thousand dollars to build such a hall. This Woman's Hall is 
now completed and is being occupied. In it girls who are attend- 
ing i\\k University may find an attractive and comfortable home 
very reasonable rates. The building is a beautiful building 
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with all modern conveniences and ought greatly to add to the 
attractions of the University life of the women. 

CHANGES IN THE REQUIREMENTS FOR ADMISSION. 

At a recent meeting of the faculty some changes were made 
in the requirements for admission to the various schools of the 
University. These changes are made in order to give greater 
latitude to high schools in framing their local courses of study 
and at the same time meet the requirements for admission to the 
schools of the University. The new requirements for admission 
which are self-explanatory, are as follows: 

Preparatory work offered by candidates for admission is es- 
timated in terms of the unit. A unit is a subject, running one 
year, of not fewer than thirty-four weeks, with five recitation 
periods per week. These recitation periods should be at least 
forty minutes long and students should not carry more than four 
such units at one time. 

Fourteen units are required for admission to the Junior 
class of the State Normal School and to the Freshman class of the 
other schools or departments. 

The following six and one-half units are required of all stu- 
dents : 

Mathematics — Elementary Algebra, lyi units; Plane Geom- 
etrv, I unit. 

Language (other than English) — 2 units; English, 2 units. 

Additional requirements for Agricultural and Engineering 
candidates for admission: 

Mathematics — Solid Geometry, J^-unit; Physics, i unit. 

The remainder of the fourteen units may be elected from 
the following subjects: 

Mathematics — Solid Geometry, 3^ -unit. 

Languages — Greek, 2 units ; German, 2, 3 or 4 units ; Latin, 
2, 3 or 4 units. 

A single unit will not be accepted in any language except 
in special cases. 

Science — Physics, i unit ; Zoology, >2 or i unit ; Chemistry, 
I unit; Physiology (High School Grade), >4-unit: Botany, J^ 
or I unit; Physical Geography (High School), j/^-unit. 

Elementary Psychology, J^-unit. 

Elementary Pedagogy, ^-unit. 
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History — General History, i or 2 units; English History, 
yi or I unit; Ancient History, i unit; U. S. History (High 
School), y2 or I unit; Medieval and Modern, i unit. 

Civics, y2 or I unit. 

Elementary Political Economy, >4 or i unit. 

Students applying for admission to the courses in the School 
of Commerce may elect to offer the following : 

Commercial Law, 3^ ori unit; Bookkeeping, i unit; Com- 
mercial Arithmetic, Yi or i unit; Short Hand and Typewriting, 
I unit. 

Additional elective for Normals, Engineers, Agricultural and 
Domestic Science: 

Manual Training and Free-hand Drawing, i imit. 

Freshmen will he expected at once to enter upon courses in 
harmony with the preparation indicated hy the units offered for 
admission. 

Students desiring to take college courses, having prepara- 
tory prerequisites which they have not offered, will he required 
to make up such prerequisite. 

In such case if the student offered the full* fourteen hours 
in other subjects, a college credit of three-fifths value will be 
given for such work done in the preparatory school. Such 
credits, however, can not be substituted for reciuired work in the 
technical courses. 

f.\culTy. 

A number of changes have taken place in the faculty during 
the last two years and several additions have been made thereto. 
Believing that your department as well as the people to whom 
your report will go will be interested in knowing just who 
constitute the faculty of instruction in the University, I append 
hereto a full list of the faculty as now constituted. 

THE FACULTY OF INSTRUCTION OF THE UNIVKKSITV OF WYOMING. 

Cii.xRLEs Oliver Merica, M. A., LL. D., 

President and Professor of Public Sfyeakiug. 

AvEN Neuson, M. a.. Ph. D., 

Professor of Biology and Curator of Rocky Mouniain Her- 
barium, 

Justus Freelanh Soile, M. A., 
Professor of Greek and Latin. 
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Henry Merz, M. A., 
Professor of Gerfnan, 

Charles Bascom Ridgaway, M. S., 
Professor of Mathematics, 

Agnes Matilda Wergeland, Ph. D., 
Professor of History and French. 

Helen Middlekauff (Wellesley), 
Professor of the English Language and Principal of the 
Preparatory School. 

Henry Granger Knight, M. A., 
Professor of Chemistry and State Chemist. 

June Etta Downey, M. A., Ph. D., 
Professor of Philosophy and English. 

Albert C. Dart, B. S., 
Professor of Mining Engineering. 

Grace Raymond Hebard, M. A., Ph. D., 
Professor of Political Economy and Librarian, 

James EteLoss Towar, M. S., 
Professor of Agriculture, Director of Experiment Station 
and Superintendent of Farmers^ Institutes, 

Minnie Ava Nella Stoner, B. S., 
Professor of Domestic Economy and Dean of Women. 

Harol D. Coburn, M. a., 
Professor of Military Science and Tactics and Director of 
Physical Training, First Lieutenant in Sth Infantry, U 
S. Army. 

Charles Kerns Buckle, M. A., Ph. D., 
Principal of the State Normal School and Professor of 
Education. 

Elmer George Hoefer, B. S., 
Professor of Mechanical Engineering. 

John Conrad Fitterer, M. S., 

Professor of Ciznl and Irrigation Engineering 

Francis Jerome Holder, M. A., Ph. D., 
Principal of the School of Commerce. 

Mary 5lavens Clark, 

Assistant Professor of Piano and Director of the School 
of Music. 

Arthur Emmons Bellis, M. S., 
Assistant Professor of Physics. 



Superintendent of Public Instruction. 73 

Ruth Adsit (Iowa State Normal). 
Supervisor of Training School. 

Ross Brock WAY Moudy, M. S., 
Assistant State Chemist, 

William Harlow Reed, 

Curator of the Museum and Instructor in Geology. 

Frank Edgar Hepner, M. S., 
Assistant Station Chemist. 

Leslie B. McWethy, B. S., 
Instructor in Agronomy. 

Frank Arthur Smith, B. S., 
Assistant in Chemistry. 

Marion S. Rickel, 
Instructor in Vocal and Orchestral Music. 

James DeFrees LeCkon, B. A., 
Registrar. Instructor in Shorthand and Typewriting. 

Lottie A. Crawford, B. S., 
Assistant in Domestic Economy. 

Alpheus Davis Faville, B. S., 
Instructor in Animal Husbandry. 

Robert J. Cowper, 
Assistant in Shopwork. 

Ethel Merriam, 

Instructor in Drawing. 

Ethel Brown, 
Supervisor of Music in Training School. 

Etta Kennedy, 
Grace Drew, 
Clara Prahl, 
Martha Wallis, 

Grade Teachers in the State Normal School. 

I wish to thank your department for the continual interest 

manifested in the University and for valuable assistance rendered 

us from time to time. 

Yours very ruly, 

Chas. O. Merica^ 

President. 
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REPORT 



Office of 
Statk Superintkndknt of Public Instruction, 

In compliance with law I have the honor to submit herewith 
the report of the State Superintendent of Public Instruction for 
the two years ending April 30, 1910. 

The close of another biennial period marks another milestone 
in the educational advancement of Wyoming. There has been a 
marked increase in the number of school children and a corre- 
sponding increase in school attendance. Two years ago the total 
number of children between the ages of six and twenty-one years 
in W^yoming was 28,769. On April 30, 1910, the number was 32,- 
334. The total enrollment reported April 30, 1908, was 21,318, 
while for the year ending April 30, 1910, it was 24,584. The 
number of teachers employed in 1908 Was 899, while in 191 o the 
number was 1 109. The great increase in attendance is no doubt in 
a large measure due to an excellent truancy law for which our 
legislature should receive credit. 

The schools of Wyoming are in a splendid conditio )n, all 
things considered. In the cities and towns of larger size practi- 
cally all schools are conduced for nine months each year. In the 
villages and rural schools the terms are shorter, but still the terms 
are of sufficient length to make an average of six and one-half 
months per year, an increase of one month in average over that 
shown in the report two years ago. 

COMPULSORY KDUCATlOi\. 

The compulsory education law as amended by the ninth legis- 
lature has been a distinct advance. Reports from various school 
men have shown that the law now is keeping in school many 
children who would without such a measure either be very ir- 
regular in attendance or who would remain away altogether. No 
law is operative, however, which public opinion and the officials do 
not support, and where officials have been lax and where pubHc 
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opinion has been indifferent, the compulsory education measure 
has not been as well enforced as it should be. The teachers now 
are, under the terms of the act, responsible for reporting de- 
linquence of pupils to the truancy officers. Not all the teachers 
have exercised the care in making a prompt report, if any was 
made at all, that should have been exercised. It is hoped that the 
l)eople of our state will, during the next two years, become thor- 
oughly aroused to the necessity of seeing that all the children of 
our commonwealth be given an opportunity to acquire at least a 
conmion school education, and that the superintendents, princi- 
pals and teachers will do their part in every case to carrry out 
the spirit as well as the letter of the truancy law where duties de- 
volve upon them under its terms. 

CJIILl) LA I {OR. 

Closely akin to compulsory education is the child labor prob- 
lem. Indeed most states are beginning to rec(3gnize this. In 
such states often one measure embodies the principle that every 
child within certain age limits shall have the opportunity of an 
education with that which provides no child within certain pre- 
scribed age limits shall engage at labor in certain stipulated occu- 
pations. Wyoming as yet has passed no law restricting employers 
in the hiring of children, except the law forbidding the employ- 
ment of children in mines. To this should be added other re- 
strictions. The law of Massachusetts relating to "Employment 
of Women and Children" as given in Chapter 514, Acts of 1909, 
embodies many principles that could well be incorporated into the 
laws of Wyoming. One provision of this act seems to merit spe- 
cial consideration. I quote froiu Section 37 : 

"No child under sixteen years of age shall be employed in 
a factory, workshop, or mercantile establishment unless his em- 
ployer procures and keeps on file, accessible to the truant offi- 
cers of the city or town, and to the district ])olice and inspectors 
of factories and public buildings, an age and schooling certificate 
and keeps two complete lists of all such minors employed therein, 
one on file and one conspicuously posted near the principal en- 
trance of the building in which such chiklren are employed, and 
also keeps on file and sends to the superintendent of schools, or. 
if there is no superintendent, to the school committee, a complete 
list of the names of all minors employed therein who cannot 
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read at sight and write legibly simple sentences in the English 
language. " 

(Jther provisions explaining and amplifying the one above 
(juoted are embodied in the statute but the suggestion offered 
in this paragraph will no doubt be sufficient to illustrate the type 
t^f law recommended for our own statute books. 

COUNTV SUPERINTENDENTS. 

County Superintendents of schools are the poorest paid offi- 
cials in the state. I was about to qualify this by saying that 
they are the poorest paid when their necessary qualifications are 
considered, but I do not think any qualification of my statement 
is necessary. The maximum salary paid to county superintend- 
ents is $900.00 per annum, a monthly compensation of $75.00. 
It is unfortunately true that our constitution contains a provision 
fixing the maximum salary of certain county offices, of which the 
office of county superintendent is one and the lowest in the list. 
The state legislature could well be entrusted with the task of 
measuring and establishing the relation between salary and effi- 
ciency of official positions, and that clause in the constitution 
should be amended. I recommend that the legislature take the 
necessary steps to allow the people of the state the opportunity 
of removing that objectionable clause from the constitution. At 
present the maximum salary that may be paid to a county super- 
intendent in a county of the first class in accordance with the 
limit fixed by the constitution, is $1000.00, and steps should be 
taken by the eleventh legislature to raise the salaries of County 
Superintendents in all counties to the maximum permitted by 
the constitution. It is greatly to be hoped that the people of the 
state will deem the proper administration of the schools in the 
several counties of sufficient moment that the two-thirds vote 
necessary to make an amendment to the constitution may be 
secured. 

MINIMI '^r SALARY, TEACIIERS' PENSIONS AND TENURE pE OFFICE. 

One of the most serious impediments to a proper and suc- 
cessful administration of our schools is the small salary paid to 
the teacher. Two years ago I referred to this same subject. I 
called attention to the fact that there had been a great increase 
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in the number of teachers in the state but that of this increase 
almost none were men. The ratio of women to men teachers is 
greatly to the advantage of the former and constantly the relative 
number of women in the profession is increasing. There is no 
question but that lady teachers are much better fitted for instruct- 
ing children in the grades below the high school. In the ninth, 
tenth, eleventh and twelfth grades, however, there are a num- 
ber of reasons why it is an advantage to both boys and girls to 
have instruction from competent men teachers. Boys especially 
are apt to feel that school life is one '*for girls" when the entire 
teaching corps is feminine. As said in the previous biennial re- 
port, the fact that other lines of work offer a larger return finan- 
cially, is one reason for the fact that men are leaving the profes- 
sion. There is, however, another which is more potent, and that 
is the uncertainty of tenure and the strong likelihood that just at 
the point in life when physical decline begins, school officials are 
apt to displace such an one by some rugged young man. Un- 
certainty of tenure as well as low compensation are turning 
many persons from the teaching profession, when by every in- 
stinct such persons are eminently (jualified for the work. 

Dr. Grace Raymond Hebard, professor of political economy 
and librarian at the Wyoming State University, read a paper at 
the State Teachers' Association at Laramie in 1909 that I feel 
goes to the heart of the problems above mentioned. She recom- 
mends that a law be passed fixing a minimum salary for teachers 
of certain specified qualifications, and further recommends that 
teachers who have had a certain definite amount of experience of 
which a certain number of years shall have been spent in teach- 
ing within the state, shall upon retirement be entitled to a state 
pension. Already several states have passed laws which fix 
minimum salaries and others have provided pensions. 

Several states have passed laws which provide for a more 
certain tenure of office for teachers. I feel that no teacher, en- 
gaged as he is in public service, should be deprived of the means 
of gaining a livelihood without an opportunity to be heard in his 
own defense. It should be incumbent on the board who employs 
the teacher to show cause why such teacher should be dis- 
charged if it deems it necessary to dispense with his services. 
There should, of course, be a period of probation within which the 
teacher should be required to show himself capable of master- 
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ing the situation, but after the expiration of that period, I feel 
that he should be freed from the annual and almost perennial need 
for worry over his tenure. I recommend, therefore, the pas- 
sage of a law ensuring to teachers greater certainty in their ten- 
ure of office. 

THE STATE HOARD OK EXAMINERS. 

The tenth legislature re-compiled a number of laws already 
on the statute books and made a few changes, some of which 
were minor and some major in importance. Among these laws 
was one relating to certification of teachers and the State Board 
of Examiners. It is, I think, unnecessary for me to discuss at 
length the provisions of these laws. Some few facts need com- 
ment, however. One of the features of the new measure per- 
mitted the Secretary of the Board of Examiners to collect fees for 
certificates. These have aggregated from April ist, 1909, to 
September 30th, 1910, a period of eighteen months, $2,076.35. 
The legislature appropriated $1,500.00 for a contingent fund for 
the Board of Examiners, but out of this all expenses of the board 
have had to be paid as well as the per diem to which the mem- 
bers are entitled for their services. The amount has proved 
wholly inadequate. I therefore recommend that the legisla- 
ture allow the deficiencv. The state will without doubt be out 
nothing since the income from certificates appears to be suf- 
ficient to pay all expenses that have been incurred during the 
biennium. 

The duties of the secretary of the board have grown so 
arduous and require such technical knowledge, that I feel a per- 
manent and salaried secretary should be authorized by law. 
Under the present system changes in employment of persons act- 
ing as secretary have made changes in the secretaryship neces- 
sary, and this has worked to the disadvantage of teachers who are 
applicants for certificates and whose applications await the action 
of the board while a new secretary learns the intricacies of his 
duties. The responsibilities of such secretary should be in- 
creased, thus relieving the other two members somewhat; an 
office should be provided at the capitol suitably equipped ; the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction should be authorized to ap- 
ix>int a secretary who shall devote his entire time to the work and 
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who shall be given a salary commensurate with the wide and 
technical knowledge that a successful secretary should possess. 

STATK APPORTION mi: XT OF LAND FUNDS. 

The state acts generously to its schools. Congress granted to 
Wyoming, upon its admission to statehood, certain lands and the 
rental of these or the interest on money derived from their sale 
for at least the minimum price of $10.00 per acre, is used for 
the support of the schools. On referring to the records I find 
that in 1897 the amount distributed to the schools of the state 
from the Common School Land Income Fund amounted to but 
$10,520.76; in 1898 it amounted to $12,617.55. This fund has 
been so well handled and the land department so ably managed 
that the last distribution showed a total of $150,212.91 ; making 
a per capita based on the total number of school age in the state 
of $5.04. Laramie county, tx) which the largest share of this 
income was apportioned, received about twice that which was 
apportioned to* the schools throughout the entire state twelve 
years ago. This speaks well for the management of the State 
Land Department. 

TKACHKRS' INSTITI'TES. 

The quality of the work done at the County Institutes is 
first class. Since the tenth legislature granted to the county 
superintendents a larger amount for conducting the institute, 
the problem of conducting it successfully has been much simpli- 
fied. 

A number of the institutes have been held late in the spring 
or after the close of school. In order that teachers may derive 
from institutes inspiration for the work of the year, it would be 
better should the law provide that all institutes should occur in 
that portion of the school year included between the middle of 
August and the first day of January. 1 recommend that the 
law providing for county institutes l>e amended to provide such 
conditions. 

The law providing for institutes provides that all teachers 
^'actually engaged in teaching" in the county shall be entitled to 
the same compensation for attendance at institute that they 
would have received had the time been spent in teaching. The 
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Attorney General some time ago decided that this applied to 
teachers who had been engaged "to teach" during the school 
year following such institute. In order that all i>ossibility of 
confusion on this point may be removed. I recommend that the 
phrase ''in teaching" as given in the statute, be changed to the 
phrase *'to teach/' 

I recommend that an amendment be inserted in the law pro- 
viding for coimty institutes stipulating that no county institute 
continue for a period exceeding six days. 

In this same law, Section 1199, R. S. 1899. ^^ amended in 
Chapter 40, S. L. 1909, teachers are required to attend institute 
imless excused by the county superintendent. No penalty is at- 
tached for failure to attend when not excused, and I recommend 
that an amendment be made providing that failure to attend in- 
stitute when not excused is just cause for refusing stich teacher 
:i certificate or the cancellation of a certificate already in force 
in the state, and any teacher who shall have failed to attend, shall 
be required to show cause why the county sui)erintendent shall 
not recommend the withholding of a certificate or the cancellation 
of one previously issued. Should the person concerned fail to 
'hew cause which shall appear to the county superintendent full 
and sufficient, then the State Superintendent shall upon recom- 
mendation of the County Superintendent cancel his or her certifi- 
cate or decline to issue one to such person for the period of one 
year thereafter. A provision of the above or similar character 
would no doubt strengthen the County Superintendents in the 
administration of the schools of the several counties. 

TUK STATE rXIVKRSlTV. 

The State University has progressed during the past two 
years. A new Normal school building has been erected, at a con- 
siderable outlay of money, which is beautiful in architectural de- 
sign and well suited to its purpose. The si)irit of the institution 
i-i permeating the state. A complete report on the aflPairs of the 
institution is given elsewhere in this document and attention is 
called to it for a fuller discussion of affairs relating thereto. 
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STATE teachers' association. 

Since the publication of the last report two conventions of 
the State Teachers' Association have been held. One of these 
was held at Laramie in the holiday vacation of 1908 and the 
other at Rawlins the corresponding period of 1909. The attend- 
ance at these conventions has been gratifying. 

The problem of support of the association is one that recurs 
each year, and is one of considerable portent to the teachers of 
the state. The county commissioners of the several counties 
have each year generously appropriated money for the support 
of the Association. The Association feels warranted, however, 
in requesting the state for an appropriation to be used annually in 
defraying actual and necessary expenses of the Association. The 
hiring of speakers from a distance who will bring a message to 
the teachers of this state necessarily means a considerable out- 
lay of money. It costs about $600 per annum to pay the ex- 
penses of the Association. I therefore respectfully recommend 
that $1,200.00 be appropriated to the State Teachers' Associa- 
tion, $600 of which shall be available each year of the biennial 
period following the appropriation, subject to such restrictions 
and regulations on expenditure as may appear wise. 

DISTRIHl TIOX OK INCOME KROM COMMON SCHOOL LAND 

INCOME KUND. 

The law provides in Chapter 16, .Article 135, R. S. 1910. that 
the State Superintendent shall on the thirty-first day of March 
of each year distribute the income from the Common School Land 
Income Fund to the counties of the state. The money is aj)- 
portioned to the County Superintendents who in turn shall dis- 
tribute it to the districts. The statutes showing how the County 
Superintendents shall distribute this money are confused. In 
Chapter 136, Article 1997, R. S. 1910, the law provides that the 
distribution shall be based on the number of children of school age 
in the several counties, while in Chapter 99, R. S. 1910, the num- 
ber of pupils in attendance during the year is made the basis. I 
recommend that the number of children of school age as de- 
termined by the last preceding annual school census shall be 
made the basis and that all conflicting clauses in the statutes be 
repealed. 
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SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS. 

1 . The enactment of a child-labor law. 

2. A constitutional amendment allowing legislature to .fix the 

salaries of County Superintendents. 

3. Increase of salaries of County Superintendents to the max- 

imum allowed by the constitution. 

4. The enactment of a law providing for greater security in 

tenure of office for teachers. 

5. The amendment of the law providing for a *'State Board of 

Examiners'* so that a secretary may be appointed to this 
board by the State Superintendent, who shall devote his 
full time to the work of the board. 

6. The amendment of the law relating to county institutes, so 

as to provide that institutes shall be held between the fif- 
teenth day of August and the first day of January fol- 
lowing ; fixing six days as the maximum for holding insti- 
tute each year ; placing a penalty on teachers for refusal 
or un-excused failure to attend county institute. 

7. An appropriation of $1,200 to the Wyoming State Teachers' 

Association, $600 of which shall be available each year 
of the biennial period following for actual and necessary 
expenses of the conventions. 

8. The elimination from the statutes of the law providing for 

distribution of funds for the support of schools in the 
several counties on the basis of pupils' attendance. At 
present there is a conflict in the laws relating to said dis- 
tribution. 

9. The appropriation of a contingent fund of $4,000 for the 

expenses of the office of State Superintendent of Pub- 
lic Instruction for the biennial period beginning April 
1st, 1911. 
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On March 31, 1909, the following amounts were distril)uto«I 

from the Common School Land Income Fund : 

County Enrollment .apportionment 

Albany 1770 $ 8,605.74 

Big Horn 3*367 16,370.36 

Carbon -2,163 10,516.51 

Converse 1,186 5,766.34 

Crook 1491 7«249-25 

Fremont 1,888 9.179.46 

Johnson 1,015 4.934-93 

Laramie 4,400 2 1 .392.80 

Natrona *. . . . 694 3v^74-23 

Sheridan 3,084 14,1)94.41 

Sweetwater L958 9,519.80 

Uinta 4.905 23,848.1 1 

Weston . 886 4,307.74 



Total 28,807 $140,059.68 
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fCBLIJS BCHOULH OF WYOMIKG FOK THK YKAH KNl 



Number HoldiDg 



Crook ..^^^.'.'^^.'.'^. '..'.'.'.'.'.'.".'.. ['.'.'.'.'['.'. 

MFrldao \[\\y^\\'.^\['.'.'"///".'.'.'.'.'.'.\'.' 

Hwcetnter { 

DInM 

Wnton 

Total j i 



iK 



BiKXM vr. RKn^Rr 



Ft'BLir M'H<Mll> OF WYOMIN*; FOR THK \KAB KMHN<; APRIL ^t. I.«?' 



Libra rk^ 



(orNTrKS 



^ « 



s — 






Albany * .'>,3r*>,94«.71» 

Big Horn V>22^**50.43 

<'arboD «.7V2,83r».oo 

< onTerne 3,836.637.00 

<Took 3,3f»L()7o.4* 

Frnnoot :!.2«3,83rf.OO 

JohoMO 2,7S3,(W5..K» 

Laramir f»//*v'»l3.'j7 

Natrona 2.714.ii06.*>4 

Sheridan .'»,8l«,7fi3.o<> 

.SnwlwatiT 2,'0«,lfi5.25 

nnta 7.712,18H.J«) 

Wenton V^»*«4.8o 

Total !<^n i7t».H5i.:i« 



* ii.OIMJII 

i'»,7"il.00 * .vojw 
l,351.<ii) 

i7.i*K».(j(» .'(ijb.ci) 

17,10(i.0(> iot).<in 

«7,4<«)XH» l,2s(U«) 

:».S35 4M» 4,795.00 

8.«IU0.00 

:tfi,."i«7.a6 ."..SnO.W 

1,000.00 

^i"»7,i'»3.«K *\S 4T<».0^» 
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:M V» 
2!> !? 

240> 

2532 
1046 
2IM1 
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2y310 
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1357.0». 

o86.W» 

2,70>.(*i 
2,530.(Vi 
l,4«0.0i» 
l.gftVort 

I,7£0.2:» 

J05.0»i 

1,6S»..Vi 

13*0.0 1 

3«l«,ri *r2 



KSTIMATKl) VALUK OF .MHOOL PROPKRTY IX <'OC\\TIKS FOR I'uRi. 



<<>rNTIKS 



HuiMiuK" 



Fiirnitiiro 



Books Jc 
Appar:un> 



To: ill 



Albany $ 4:i.82«).0l) ^ 7,'i7o.i<i 

\i\t! Horn X),M"t.<tO 8..V)«).ij0 

<nrbf>n <;i,4>2.oo 8.143.M) 

^'onv^TM* 70.«K)<i.()0 7,.'>eo.<K» 

♦ rook lilMH-.m 2,;»70.o0 

Fn-inont 37,Ji-j:..0') in.rioj.oo 

.loliimoii ;j*».."i(K>.»o j,ifoo.<x» 

LufHTnIr 244 ojT.V) lI,.V>2.2."i 

Nutroua *^l..>7).o*» 3,u:o 0<» 

SIhtIiIjiii !n..OH(> ]0,t>S2.f*C 

Nwi't'tu liter ;i^,!»l?<>.(N» 7,172..'tO 

I'inta 112,2'i<«.('<» l«i.l84i.ro 

Weston 21,i»."»4J.W 4,4rK».(Kt 

T(»tJil ^7:i.;{iM.lJ» sln{,7ltt.*,^ 



:? :i,4;«t.<0 
7,:jO:).0 » 
.'i,8.'i0 00 

10 riOi).<K) 

-4.1W10.00 
3.ir-..<iO 
3,!»3).<:o 

I3.4y:>.<^» 

3,£01.(I0 
8 nsxi (.M) 
:;.IA10.58 
12,.V2<).<)!» 
;{,4"i«i.oo 



S .'•4,s^i.M^ 

7o,44.*>.« 
!^ (K»>.M" 
47,OJ"<.«^» 

:»i.4iK).Hi 

48,22«)'«> 
2>?M»94.7.". 

•-8,3«J.Hi 
H:*)i»!>l.«'l 

."0,101.:'' 

140.'».>i.««' 

;i2,-'t"i'«.M. 
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On March 31, 1910, the following amounts were distribnted 
from the Common School Land Income Fund : 



County 
Albany . . 
Big Horn . 
Carbon . . 
Converse . 
Crook . . . 
Fremont . 
Johnson . . 
Laramie . . 
Natrona . . 
Sheridan . 
Sweetwater 
Uinta . . . 
Weston . . 



BnrollmcHt 

1,827 

3,0oo 

2,207 

1,265 

1,582 
1,914 

998 
4,867 

652 

3,186 

2^77 
4,620 

895 



Apportionment 

$ 9.212.45 

18,152.61 

11,128.56 

6,378.63 

7.97707 
9,651.15 

5,032.31 

24^54^.33 
3,287.64 

16,065.07 

10,977.29 

23,295.8^) 

4,512.94 



Total 



29,79^ 



$150,212.91 
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ESTIMATED VALUE OF SCHOOL PROPERTY IN (M)UNTIES FOR 1910. 



COUNTIES 



Buildings 



Furniture 



Books & 
Apparatus 



Total 



Albany ^ 60.230.00 

Big Horn 114.925.00 

Carbon 05.495.00 

Converse 34.950 00 

Crook ' 25.190.00 

Fremont 36,525 00 

Johnson ' 43,000 00 

Laramie t 292.i89 00 

Natrona I 19, "23.25 

Sheridan ; 96.909.08 

Sweetwater 6l,9ft5 00 

Uinta 126.252.00 

Weston I 13.600.00 

Total $1,000,058.33 
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51365.00 

326 2 -8.49 
27.561.83 

11-,931.16 
75.077.48 

156,514 00 
22,200.00 



$118,655.97 $127,749.39 $l,246,458.6l> 
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^rHoOL FL'NDS DISBURSKl) AND RKMAINJMi (»X HAND FOR THK YKAR KNDING 

APRIL 30, uno. 



OINTIKS 






Albany s 34,267.00 

Big Horn ... 49,009.64 

« arbon 34,248.65 

i onverse 2."»,1U1.1.> 

< rook 28.108.25 
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Natrona 14,7(n.OO 
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County Superintendents' Reports. 

AL15ANY COL'XTV. 

During the two years now closing the schools of this county 
have been working steadily to accomplish that whereunto they 
exist, and with a fair amount of success, as is shown by the an- 
nual report recently submitted. 

Two years ago the biennial report from this comity showed 
that sixty teachers were engaged. This year's aimual re|K»rt 
enumerates eighty-nine. The increased number is largely due t«» 
the rapidly growing population; but partly, I regret to say, Im 
the law which grants "temporary certificates good until the next 
examination." Some have taken advantage of this who have 
failed to put in an appearance at the next examination and cou- 
se(|uently it has been incumbent upon the school board and County 
Superintendent to find another' teacher, thereby giving the child- 
ren two teachers for one shc^rt term of school. ScIkhiI is some- 
times closed for several weeks or inonths imtil a* teacher can be 
found who is willing to finish up the term. This condition is not 
frccjuent, iKnvever. 

District .\o. r is buiUling a new fifty thousand dollar High 
school, which has been found necessary to accommodate those 
ytumg people seeking a higher education. Two years ago there 
were fifty enrolled in our High school. This year we have cared 
for ninety, with the prospect of a much greater mimber by an- 
other vear. Three men and three women will devote their entire 
time during the coming year to this branch of our school system. 

An appropriation of ^\i^ thousand dollars was made by the 
vote of the pe()])le in ]\lay to e(|uip the new High school and a 
generouN amt)unt was also voted to ])urchase sites for wanl 
buildings in difTeretit parts <»f the city of Laramie, as need ma\ 
arise. 

We have had in this county a larger amount of pu])ils than 
usual who have not obeyed the compulsory educatitmal law. 
This is due to the fact that certain portiotis of our county have 
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been settling very rapidly. At the time of the May meeting, the 
people of the several districts provide schools for all from whom 
they have requests ; but strangers occasionally fail to realize our 
customs until too late for that year, or families move in after 
the May meeting, and cannot be provided for until the coming 
year. When conditions are a little more settled this trouble will 
l)e obviated. 

A uniform list of sch<x)l books is recommended from the 
Superintendent's office; however, as there is no law to regulate 
this it is often overlooked and in consequence too many varieties 
of arithmetics, spellers, etc.. are found in our rural schools. New 
teachers are constantly coming from other states with their own 
notions in regard to school books, with which the busy school 
lx>ard men are apt to comply. County uniformity would be 
helpful. 

In compliance with your re(|uest the foregoing is most re- 
spectfully submitted. E. H. Knk.ht, 

County Superintendent. 



P,I(; HORN COl'XTV. 

I have the honor to submit herewith the biennial report of 
this office for the period ending April 30, 1910. 

During the past two years the schools of r>ig Horn County 
have shown a marked increase in efficiency of work done as well 
as in increased attendance. 

Owing to present law concernitig the certification of teachers 
the standard of the teaching force of the county is being raised. 

During the school year a total of one hundred nineteen (119) 
teachers were employed in the schools of the county, an increase 
of fourteen over the preceding year. 

The wages paid teachers are more satisfactory thati formerl) . 
During the past year but one district paid less than $50.00 per 
month while twenty-two districts paid $60.00 or more per month. 
The wage (|uestion is the determining factor in the improvement 
of schools and the sooner school boards concede this the sooner 
we shall have schools second to none. 

The Compulsory School Law is having a very wholesome ef- 
fect in causing better attendance and consequently better work. 



^2 , Biennial Report 

During the last school year nearly $26,000.00 was expended 
for building purposes by the various school districts in the 
county, while something like $30,000.00 will be expended for like 
purposes this summer. 

In the rural districts the log building with dirt roof is fast 
giving way to neat well-painted frame buildings, well furnished 
and equipped for successful work. 

Everything considered, the schools of the county have made 
satisfactory progress during the past two years and the outlook 
for the future is bright indeed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. F. Brown, 
County Superintendent. 



CARBON COUNTY. 

Since the last biennial report submitted from this office, 
there have been a few changes in the school conditions of Carbon 
County. 

There are now thirty-three districts; two years ago there 
were but thirty. District No. 32 was formed by dividing District 
Xo. I. This new district is known as the Difficulty School, re- 
ceiving its name from the postoffice, which is in turn called after 
the creek upon which the ranches are built. This school fills 
a long-felt want amongst the people of this locality, as the pupils 
at Difficulty were much too far from Carbon, where District 
No. I school is located, to be able to partake of the school ad- 
vantages there. 

I should have mentioned District No. 31 first. This district 
was a part of No. 11 at Elk Mountain, and now includes families 
living near the mountain itself and in the Pass Creek Basin. It 
was entirely out of the question to send these children to No. 1 1 
and every one seemed satisfied to have these people secure a 
school of their own. 

District No. 33 comprises the western and southern portion 
of old No. 12. This is located directly north of Rawlins. This 
district was just formed this recent summer and there has been 
no school held there so far. 

District No. 3, Rawlins, has a steadily improving school in 
every line. Eighteen teachers are employed here, including a 
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tjiipervisor of drawing and music, and a teacher of business 
branches and penmanship. Here we have the only accredited 
High school in the county, also a public kindergarten. 

The schools at Hanna employ six teachers, two of whom 
have attended school at the Wyoming University. Saratoga has 
four teachers in the town school and one about three miles out 
of tow'n. 

Encampment has three teachers, while J^aggs in the Snake 
river country, has two. All the others are one-room rural or un- 
graded schools. 

Many of the teachers in Carbon County hold first and second 
professional certificates and those who do not hold these are 
working towarri securing the same in the near future. The 
fruitage of the uniform certificate law is already apparent in this 
county, as I feel it must be in other counties. The handsome 
new stone school house in District No. 28 has been recently 
completed and is about ready for occupancy. This is a five 
thousand dollar structure and is a credit to any community. It is 
a building which will accommodate many more pupils than are 
at present there to attend school, but it will not have to be en- 
larged for a number of years. 

The tendency seems to be toward longer terms of school and 
better pay for teachers. Some of the schools which a few years 
ago were holding but three months' terms are now holding from 
seven to nine months' terms, which is certainly a step in an up- 
ward direction. 

The summer schools are decreasing every year and fall and 
winter sch(K)ls are steadily taking their places. Summer schools 
are held in Districts 32, 19, 24, 26 and 2, and probably will be 
in No. 33 when they are duly established. 

The school communities are coming to see the necessity of 
securing intelligent men and women to serve on their boards of 
education. With the support and co-operation of such school 
boards and such generosity and solicitation as our State Superin- 
tendent has always manifested, it should be an easy matter to 
raise the standard of the schools of Carbon County. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Francks B. Smith, 
County Superintendent. 
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CONVERSE COUNTY. 

The past two years have shown marked progress in the edu- 
cational work of Converse County. School boards, patrons and 
teachers are working in harmony for the betterment of our 
schools. Teachers are raising their standards and school hoards 
are showing appreciation by raising wages. 

The State Course of Study has been made the l)asis of 
work in all schools. Coimty examinations are held twice a year. 
Those passing receive diplomas which admit them to the High 
schools of the county. 

A County High School District has been organize<l. co!U- 
prising nine districts in the western part of the county. The 
school is located at Douglas, the county seat. Three course^ are 
offered, classical, scientific and commercial. 

A fine school building is being erected at Lusk. W'heti com- 
pleted the cost will approximate $40,000. Manville has voted 
bonds for a fine new school building. A new two-HMim school 
house has been built at Jireh by District No. 2. 

The work has been arranged to have the rural schools articu- 
late with the neighboring High sch(X)l, and rural pupils are work- 
ing to pass the county examination and be admitted to the High 
school. This is helping us keep older pupils in school and building 
up the High sch(K>ls. 

New people have made many new schools. There arc now 
sixty-five schools in the county. 

Many of our teachers have professional and first grade cer- 
tificates and all are striving for higher standards. 

Great interest was manifested at l>oth of our County Insti- 
tutes. The spirit of earnest endeavor and loyalty is very en- 
couraging. 

We are working for a uniform basis of text books in tlie 
county and have suggested that some professional works be pur- 
chased for the teacher's desk. "School and Its Life.'* by Gil- 
bert, "The Teacher at Work," by Bender, "Some Mistakes in 
Teaching,'* by Hughes, are those selected for this year and school 
boards are willing to supply them. 

Many teachers are renewing their certificates upon the basi< 
of Reading Circle work which is of much professional advant«ige 
to them. 
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The results of the work of the past two years are most sat- 
isfactory to the educational co-workers of district, county and 
state. The outlook is promising for the future. We are very 
grateful to our State Department of Education, to the repre- 
sentatives of our State University, and to the State Board of 
Examiners, whose kindly interest and faithful work has made 
possible this happy state of affairs. 

\'erv sincerelv, 

M.vri) Dawks, 
County Superintendent. 



CROOK COUNTY. 

In compliance with your request I submit the following re- 
port of the schools of Crook County, briefly stating the conditions 
existing in our schools during my term in office. 

There are seventeen districts in Crook County. Tlie boun- 
dary lines of some of these districts have been changed to suit 
the convenience of the people residing therein. 

In these seventeen districts there are now ninetv-five schools 
with a total enrollment of fourteen hundred and twentv-five 
pupils, showing an increase of seventeen schi:H:)ls and foiu* hun- 
dred and twenty-one pupils within the last two years. We have 
seventy-six school buildings, the property of the several scho<»l 
districts, and a few rented buildings, where schools are held. 

Noticeable improvements are being made in the schools 
throughout the county. The citizens, school boards, teachers. 
and pupils are taking a deep and lively interest in the welfare 
of the schools. 

• Twenty new school buildings have beeti built during the past 
two years, most of them good substantial frame buildings, neatly 
furnished and painted inside and out. 

Hulett, an enterprising little town in the northern part of our 
county, has built a gcx>d commodious four-roomed sclnx)l house- 
Two rooms have been fitted up for use and two teachers em- 
ployed. One year ago Hulett opened her schools with an en- 
rollment of thirty pupils. At the close of the year's school she 
had an enrollment of sixty-five pupils. 

All that has been said of the Hulett schools is to be said 
for the Moorcroft schools. Moorcroft's school house, when 
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completed, will l^e heated by steam and will cost about five 
thousand dollars. The cost of the Hulett school building is, af)- 
proximately, twenty-two hundred dollars. 

In the Hulett schools it is the aim to take up the higher 
branches and an effort is being made in the rural schools to 
cover the same work, as far as possible, as is done in the corre- 
-*^ponding grades of the city schools. 

County diplomas are issued to the pupils completing the 
work of the common schools and these dii)lomas are recognized 
by the teachers of the higher grades throughout the county. 
These diplomas have proved an incentive to attendance in many 
cases to pupils who would otherwise drop out of schcM)l between 
the sixth and eighth grades. 

Our pupils and teachers, by giving entertainments, have 
contributed much towards purchasing libraries, organs, l>ells and 
maps for a number of our schools. 

Sch(K)l children in all parts of the county are deriving much 
benefit and enjoyment, from the County Children's Reading 
Circle. 

Interesting and inspiring Teachers' Institutes have been 
held each year ; all the meetings were well attended by a large 
number of bright, active teachers, who have expressed themselves 
as having obtained much helpful instruction from the institutes. 

I am pleased to say that our teachers realize the great re 
sponsibility of their work, and parents are beginning to see that 
there are duties for them t-* perform tovvarls the advancement of 
the schor)ls. Respect full) submitted, 

Nkttie Tktax, 
County Superintendent. 



JOHNSON COl^XTY. 

The schools of Johnson County have moved along very 
smoothly for the last two years and I think the progress in our 
work will compare favorably with any in the state. 

Six new school houses have been built, some to replace old 
ones and some in new localities, thus bringing schools closer to 
many children. Yet the distance some pupils have to ride makes 
it impossible to have regular attendance. 
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1 he Johnson County High school enrolls about twice as 
many pupils as it did two years ago and is steadily growing. 
It became necessary to have more school room, and the district 
was bonded for $25,000, but the bonds sold at such a premium 
that we "have about $27,000 for building and equipment. The 
grading and excavating has already begun, but it will be neces- 
sary to rent rooms for the High school this year. 

Eighth grade examinations have been held in the rural 
sch(K)ls. The city superintendent furnishes the questions and 
all papers are returned to me to be graded. These diplomas ad- 
mit pupils to the High school. In this way we are getting some 
country children who otherwise would never get beyond their 
little home schools. While the number of these graduates is not 
large, it is promising to note that the number this year was more 
than double what it was last year. Some took the regular exami- 
nation for third grade certificates and where they were success- 
ful we issued eighth grade diplomas just the same as though 
they had taken the regular eighth grade examinations. This 
gave them their certificate and diploma on one examination. 
ITiis has helped in securing better work and better attendance. 

The Ihiflfalo schools, including the High sch(M)l, employ 
sixteen teachers. We have had a special music teacher for the 
last two years and the results have been so satisfactory that 1 
believe no well graded school should be without its teacher for 
this line of work. We also have some very nice water color 
painting in both the rural sch(K)ls and the city schools. 

The action taken by the State Superintendent in emi>ha- 
sizing the law that '^The District Treasurer is liable on his official 
iK^nd for all money paid to a teacher who does not hold a cer- 
tificate," has done much to rid the county of inferior teachers. 

At present we liave no temporj'-v certificates in our county, 
and no third grade except those issued on High school diplomas. 
Three teachers secured professional certificates and several raised 
second grade to first. Many teachers renew their certificates by 
Reading Circle work. This keeps them well read on Schcx)! 
Laws and other helpful tooks. 

I find them also well supplied with good school journals. 
Few of the teachers take less than two or three. The little paper 
called Current Events is being studied in some of the rural 
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schools. The reading table in the High school is supplied with 
all the best magazines. 

Teachers' salaries have advanced until the lowest salary paid 
in town is $75 and some of our rural schools pay that much. 

Our institutes have been quite successful and the attendance 
good. Nearly an hour each day was allowed for Round Table 
Discussions, and there was such an exchange of ideas I think all 
were benefited thereby. We tried having an early institute this 
year, and called our teachers togethers in May, thus giving them 
an opportunity of attending the commencement exercises of the 
city schools. This was quite a treat, as Dr. Merica was here and 
delivered his lecture, "The lioy Who Goes Wrong." 

The people of Buffalo organized a Patrons' Association last 
spring, but as it was late in the school year, very little was ac- 
complished. We hope the work will be taken up this Fall and 
that it will bring the patrons into closer relation with teachers and 
pupils. 

A new Carnegie library has been built just across the street 
from the city schools. When in running order this library, to- 
gether with the 1,400 volumes in the High school, will give 
I)lenty of good reading material for our pupils. 

What we need most is uniform text books and some means 
of getting better reports from district clerks. The annual re- 
port calls for the attendance from May i to April 30. This in- 
cludes parts of two school years and the consequence is, very few 
of the reports are correct. 

There are some districts, however, that always have gcxnl 
officers, whose reports are sent promptly and in good shape, 
'i'hese same districts usually have the best teachers, consetjuently 
the best schools. We hope the time is near at hand when patrons 
will see the necessity of putting capable persons on the school 
boards. 

Our schools are in a good healthy growing state and wc 
hope for greater advancement in the next two years. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mrs. Meda Brown Sinsei.. 

County Superintendent. 
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LARAMIE COUNTY. 

The time has come when another biennial report is due, of 
the work clone by our schools. It gives me great pleasure to note 
the marked improvement along many lines during the past two 
vears, and as I rapidly review the past eight years, and note the 
^reat number of changes, it hardly seems like the same county 
of which I took charge at that time. 

Our schools have almost doubled in number. Laramie 
•County now has io6 school buildings, 211 teachers and an en- 
rollment of 3.694 pupils. (Taken from report of year ending 
April 30, 1910;) This shows a gain during the past two years 
<yi sixty-one teachers, 784 pupils and 33 school buildings. Of 
these buildings, nany are very substantially built, nicely finished 
and well equipped. 

Very nice four-roomed brick buildings have been erected 
cit both Torrington and Pinebluff. Additions and various im- 
provements have been added to many of the school buildings 
throughout the county, so that now the estimated valuation of 
school property is $312,588.00. 

Sch(K>l lK>ards and patrons all over the county are taking 
tuore interest each year in building up the schools. This, to- 
gether with the co-operation of an excellent corps of teachers, 
furnishes an explanation of the progress made during the past 
two years. 

Thirty-one of our teachers are Normal graduates; seven- 
teen are college graduates ; thirty have professional certificates ; 
forty-one have first class certificates and the remainder have 
special, second and third class certificates. 

A number of our teachers have had literaries organized, 
thus bringing the people of the community together socially. 
Through means of entertainments and socials, they have been 
able to start school libraries which have become a great power 
for good. 

(^ur institute for 1909 was largely and well attended. Each 
year the institute has been declared the best ever held. A large 
able corps of instructors and lecturers gave much practical in- 
struction and inspiration. Social functions were provided in 
f)rder to help the teachers to become better acquainted and thereby 
obtain that broadening influence derived from mingling with 
co-workers. The best of spirit and good will prevailed. This 
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year the institute is to be held in conjunction with the State 
Teachers' Association in order to prove our loyalty to the Asso- 
ciation and also to give our teachers the benefit of hearing edu- 
cators of national reputation, as well as the privilege of meeting 
co-workers from all parts of Wyoming. 

During the. past two years the writer had the privilege of 
visiting schools, teachers' meetings and an Association in a state 
farther east. It was found that the schools there were behind 
our own in many respects. Surely the educational systems of the 
West have been making rapid strides during the past few years. 

Horace Mann certainly had solved the problem when he 
said **In order to reach the schools effectually, vou must do so 
through the mass of people." 

May the co-operation between patrons^ teachers and school 
Ix^ards, toward the advancement of our schools increase until 
the schools of Wyoming are second to none. 

Most respectfully submitted, 

Alice M. Sami'sox, 
County Superintendent. 



XATROXA COL'XTV. 

Two years of school work in Natrona County have passed 
rapidly, with many changes which we hope mean also improve- 
ments, and progress. 

Including the new County High School, organized in 1901/ 
with seven districts and one added since, there are twenty dis- 
tricts. • One district failed to hold the requisite term of three 
months, and was abolished and joined to the original district. 

The Casper schools, beginning with the High school, which 
under Superintendent T. B. McDonough, has been accredited 
with the University at Laramie,- are holding their rank among 
the best in the state in every way. Their reputation as ad- 
vanced institutions of learning and progress has gone beyond our 
state boundaries. 

In the High sch(K>l we have five teachers with a full com- 
mercial course. The School Board has rented the building for 
these two years from the School Board of District Xo. 2. Judge 
Carey has donated a beautiful site to the High school, on which 
in the near future will be erected a fine building. The people are 
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justly proud of being in the front with the e(hicational ideals 
demonstrated. 

The new $35,000 grade building is the pride of the city and 
the inspiration to all better things in the fortunate children. It 
is of modern equipment throughout, with sanitary drinking foun- 
tains and the latest ventilation. Not least is the strong corps of 
teachers under the supervision of the High school superintend- 
ent. If any lack is found in the system in our city it might be 
enthusiastic co-operation of all the patrons. Many are to the 
front in interest. 

I have worked toward consolidation as a means of strength 
so we have but one new country district to report. That will 
probably btiild a new school house in the spring. Several dis- 
tricts are so sparsely settled that each family must have the 
school at the home. That makes in No. i, five schcxils; in No. 5. 
three schools : and in Xo. 9, five schools. Xaturally in most of 
these castfs the terms are short or must be finished by private 
money. 

Three rural districts have purchased organs for the schools. 
and one has a new piano, this through the efforts of the teachers 
and patrons. Some library books have been placed in the schools, 
but we hope soon to have a system of traveling libraries from 
our County Library, which is kept in the Carnegie building. 

The eighth grade graduation was a feature of the city and 
rural sch(X)ls this year. About twenty in the city school and 
eight from the rural schools received diplomas. 

School boards have been as faithful as busy ranchmen and 
merchants could' be. It is noticeable that the busiest of business 
men make the better members of school boards. lUit one district 
in the county failed in getting the annual reports in to me in 
time for my report. 

But one child has been reported to me under the compulsory 
education law. 

The regidation of registering certificates of teachers with 
the County Superintendent has been a great help and aroused 
the School Hoards to greater diligence in asking for credentials 
of teachers. 

It has been necessary for me to publish the section of the 
regulations on permits in answer to criticisms of those not in- 
formed as to the privileges of the same. When all the schools 
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are in session we employ 42 teachers in the county. 1 have heard 
very few who prefer eastern teachers, although our native 
Wyoming girls do not seem to care to take up the teacher's pro- 
fession. There is a growing tendency among teachers to avail 
themselves of the Professional Certificates, and are ambitious 
to secure better grade certificates. 

County uniformity of school books, I believe, would l>e a 
great improvement. I know it would be a great saving for 
coimtry schools. All teachers and many parents make a careful 
study of the course of study. Many parents have asked for the 
citu High school course, and text books for same. 

Both years we have held our County Institute in Septem- 
ber. One reason especially for that is that it is the only way to 
catch our new teachers who come into the county for the first 
time, and get acquainted with them. In most cases, after they 
I)ass through town on the way to distant parts of the county, 
we do not see them again till the next institute, if we* do not go 
to them. 

A number of good country patrons have decided that close 
attention to their needs and careful selection of teachers is more 
to them than a fifteen minute visit to the school room from the 
Superintendent. Every school but one, a private school, has 
been supplied with a teacher. One I have not heard from defi- 
nitely regarding the teacher. 

We can but feel that work along educational lines has pros- 
pered. Not everything we desire can be accomplished in two 
years, nor in many, but there can be no "king's-ex" in this work 
as in our childish game of '*Blind Man's BuflF'''and as no work 
so full of animation as this sch(X)l work can come to a standstill, 
nor be allowed to retrograde, there must be advance all along 
the line. With all best wishes of a mother who has children in 
these schools, for the best in the County and State, I am 

Most sincerely vours in the work, 

Kate Stanard, 
County Superintendent. 
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SHERIDAN COUNTY. 

A siminiary of school conditions in Sheridan County for 
tilt* years 1909- 1910, shows a total of ninety- four teachers eni- 
j)loyed in our eighty-four schools. There are now thirty-four 
school districts with an actual enrollment of two thousand seven 
hundred forty -six (2,746) pupils. The school census shows a 
flight decrease since 1909, owing to the fact that the mines in 
several of our coal camps were not in operation at the time this 
year's census was taken ; 1908 showed a total of 3,084 ; in 190(; 
it was 3.186: this year we have 3,128. Next year will undouht- 
cdly raise the numher again, for many families are moving into 
the county, homesteading the dry farming regions. 

As the county becomes more thickly settled people are tak- 
ing more interest in school affairs ; new school buildings are being 
] planned and erected in places where the **old timers" say they 
never expected to see such a thing. 

District 22 — Clearmont. will erect a new building on Whit- 
mire creek and have sch(X)l again on upper Clear creek, making 
Three scIukjIs in that district where only one was maititained last 
year. 

District 21 — Arvada. will have a new building at the mouth 
of lUiffalo creek and the old one will be moved to a newly set- 
tled neighlK>rhoo(l. 

District 33 — Ranchester, votes for a new two-r(H)m cement 
bliK'k building to replace its one little frame school house. 

District 18 — Is building on Dutch creek. There are seven 
>chools in this sj)arsely settled district and all nine luonths' terms 
at fifty dollars ]>er month; (|uite a g(X)d sum spent yearly for 
education. 

J)istrict 14 — l>anner, will have two scIumMs this year instead 
«>f one. 

District 20 — On lower Tongue river, is putting uj) its second 
building and will occupy both this fall. 

District 34 — Organized in January, 19 10, has bonded itself 
tor $1,500 to build a school hotise. 

The districts which used to have four, five and six month<^ 
terms are reporting eight and nine months for next year, and 
liigher salaries. 

A meeting of School Trustees for Sheridan County was held 
in the County Superintendent's office on April 23, 1910. This 
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was the third meeting of the Association organized a year ago^ 
Although the attendance was not as large as we had hoped it to 
be, we had an interesting and enthusiastic session. A number 
of matters were (Hscussed with the thought of bringing the sub- 
jects before the. people of the various districts at their coming 
school meetings. Some of the points of interest touched u\)ou 
were the enforcing of present school laws and recommendations 
for future legislation. The new laws desired are for county uni- 
formity in text books, and a change in date for the close of the 
fiscal year so that less complicated arrangements in the matter of 
making reports might be perfected. The (juestion of securing 
legislation to increase the revenue for schools from the land in- 
come fund was also discussed briefly. Higher wages for teach- 
ers, the beautifying of school rooms, buildings and grounds were 
emphasized so strongly that immediate results were attainefl at tlu 
following meetings in a number of our rural districts. 

The Association of School Trustees expressed great disap- 
pointment that the visit of State Superintendent, Mr. A. D. Cook, 
to Sheridan, could not have been timed so that he could have been 
present. They had hoped it would l>e possible for them to confer 
personally with him upon these matters of common interest. 

The city of Sheridan has recently voted $100,000 bond is>ue 
for building purposes and besides this has voted to request a G 
mill levy for the support of the city schools the coming year ; this 
levy will bring in approximately $45,000. Sheridan will the com- 
ing year employ 40 teachers, including supervisors in music and 
drawing. Respectfully submitted, 

Edith K. O. Clark, 
County Superintendent. 



SWEETWATER COl'XTY. 

In accordance with your request, 1 gladly submit the follow- 
ing report for the years 1909- 1910. 

Great advancement along educational lines has been made 
throughout the different districts of Sweetwater County. Bet- 
ter schools, better teachers and a more systematic method of 
conducting the school work of the county has been the one ainr 
in view. 
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By the school census report the nuniher of pupils has in- 
creased from 1.957 *" '9^ t^ 2.396 in 1910. 

Two new school houses have been built. ( )ne fine eight-room 
building at Rock Springs, all modern improvements and heated 
by furnace, nice, light airy rooms, just the finest place to study. 
Rock Springs has for many years needed another building. The 
crowded condition at opening of schtx>l each year seemed un- 
avoidable and the lower grade teachers were compelled to take 
more pupils than they could well care for on account of no place 
to put them. Since more room has been provided more teachers 
have been hired. 

We will now visit the other new school house at Wamsutter, 
one of the finest little school houses in the state, built at a cost of 
81,500. Has one large room 24x24, large book closet, and cloak 
nH)m. School Board bought new furniture for the building, also 
new books. (Jther school houses have been repaired and the equip- 
ment in all improved. 

Forty-three teachers are now doing work in the County. 
Five teachers are carrying the work of ten grades at (ireen 
River. We find twenty- four strong teachers in the twelve grades 
of the Rock Springs school. Three teachers doing excellent work in 
the eight grades o£ the Superior school. All other districts have 
but one teacher. In each we find a well governed and progressive 
school. 

The certificate law has been greatly enforced during the past 
two years and all teachers required to register their certificate. 
The registration stands as follows : 

1909 1910 

First Class Professional 2 4 

Second Class Professional 7 15 

Diploma Certificates 6 2 

First Class Certificates 9 5 

Second Class Certificates 14 13 

Third Class Certificates 6 s 

Temporary Certificates i 3 

Special Technical 3 i 

Total 48 48 

Since this new certificate law has gone into effect our teach- 
ers are not satisfied with just a second or third class certificate. 
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but are striving to obtain the highest credential. Many from t)iir 
County have attended the Wyoming State Normal School during 
the summer, preparing themselves for this examination. 

One new district has been created from a part of District X*). 
20. This new district is known as District No. 22. I wish to 
state that from time to time the County Superintendents have 
been compelled to abandon many districts, the land having been 
bought by sheep men for grazing purposes. At present we have 
fifteen districts. Of this number nine voted a special tax for 
1909. Some of the Ixnmdary lines of the districts along the rail- 
road were changed, giving to districts 2. 4, 17 and 19 a few more 
miles of railroad, thus allowing them more taxes and increasing 
their general fund. The amount of $443.71 which has been 
standing out in the two abandoned districts, Nos. 11 and 12, (or 
several years, was collected and turned over to County Treasurer 
to be divided among the different schools of the County. 

Each district has had sufficient funds with which to carry 
on not less than five months school. The lowest paid salary 
has been $50. When students are hired to teach, who are not 
graduates of our High school or Normal school, but who hold a 
second or third grade certificate, they are paid but $50.00. If they 
attend the summer school at Laramie the following summer they 
can demand $60.00 ])er month for the second year, $(>5.0() for 
the third, and $67.50 for the fourth year. 

With the aid of the teachers throughout the county, I have 
inaugurated a system of eighth grade examinations. Felt it 
would be an incentive toward better work and encourage the pu- 
I>ils. Four boys of the districts outside Rock Springs wrote in the 
eighth grade examination and received excellent grades. T<» 
these I sent a beautiful ^'Certificate of Promotion to the High 
School." They seemed very proud of them. 

Two very interesting and helpful institutes have been held 
during the past two years. In 1909 our institute met at Rock 
Springs in May at close of school. Dr. D. E. Phillips of tlir 
University of Denver and Miss Ruth Adsit of Wyoming State 
University were instructors. We found that institute at close of 
school was not just the thing, as teachers are tired at this time 
and anxious to get home, thus interest and enthusiasm is lost. 

August 22d to 25th, 1910, we held our second institute in 
Green River. This year we divided the work, calling it '^Depart- 
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nient work." Superintendent M. E. Shuck of Rawlins School 
took charge of Phychology and Science, lecturing to all mem- 
bers of the institute, Miss Cathryn Goble of Cheyenne Schools 
taking the subject of English. At same period in another room 
Miss Clara M. Ricklefs, teacher in Green River Schools, tcx^k u]) 
Primary Methods, having her little people with her, giving model 
lessons. This work was very interesting, and while the primary 
teachers and lower grade teachers took notes upon the work given 
in this room, the higher grade teachers, were getting many excel- 
lent helps in teaching English from Miss Goble. We had some 
interesting lectures during this institute given by Deputy State 
Superintendent Ira H. Fee of Cheyenne, Dr. J. (). Creager, head 
of the Normal Department at State University of Wyoming, and 
last, but not least. Superintendent Shuck's finest lecture **IMaying 
the Game.'' The Green River people made it very pleasant for 
the visiting institute and all seemed to enjoy their stay there. We 
enrolled 37 teachers. 

I feel safe in saying that 98 per cent, of our teachers are 
normal trained or experienced teachers, all earnest, faithful 
workers. 

I consider the schools of Sweetwater County are in a very 
encouraging, prosperous condition. While there is room for vast 
improvement, all are working together in harmony and much is 
l)eing accomplished each year. Yours in the work, 

. AFyrtlk R. Baihd, 
County Superintendent. 



UINTA C(;UXTY. 

In accordance with custom 1 herewith submit the followinii 
report of the educational conditions in Uinta County, for the 
years 1909-1910. 

For the convenience of the people of this county we have 
added two new districts and changed the boundaries of several 
others. Uinta County now numbers twenty-nine districts, main- 
tains 112 schools and employs 117 teachers. This is not consid- 
ering each grade a school. The census for this year is 5,o8^>, 
and the enrollment is 3,891. In every district the enrollment is 
greater than the number enumerated in the census between the 
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ages of seven and fourteen years. This is extremly gratifying, 
showing as it does that the compulsory education law is being 
enforced and that children are continuing in school beyond the 
compulsory age. 

Of the 117 teachers employed twenty-six hold professional 
crtificates good for life. Twelve hold first grade, fifty-seven hold 
second grade and 22 hold third grade. The majority of those 
teachers holding second grade certificates hold first grade from 
some other state, on which they have been granted the second 
grade Wyoming certificate without examination. 

We have two Higli schools oflFering a complete four-year 
course, one at Kemmerer and one at Evanston. All teachers in 
these schtK)ls hold professional certificates, and in the grades 
Normal graduates or experienced teachers are demanded. 

Every scIhx)1 in the county has been supplied with the 
course of study and teachers urged to adhere to it. The uniform 
eighth grade examination given each year throughout the county 
is based on this course and has resulted in a general awakening 
to the fact that children in the outlying districts caimot accom- 
l)lish the work of the eight grades of the common schools in 
eight, six or seven month terms, and the result has been a 
lengthening of the term in outlying districts. 

In the year 1909 only 35 eighth grade pupils were granted 
iliplomas, but the year 1910 showed a marked improvement in 
all branches of work and 61 pupils passed a most satisfactory 
examination. 

The immense size and sparsely settled condition of the 
county offers a most difficult problem. There are many isolated 
families with only one or two children of school age, who live 
so far from the nearest school house that it is impossible for 
the little ones to attend. A new district cannot be established 
for them and schools can hardly be furnished for one or two pu- 
pils. Yet every one of these children is entitled to a public 
school education. 

This condition also hinders sadly the consolidation of our 
rural schools. However, District No. 4 is steadily progressing 
in that line and sometime in the near future will have a well 
equipped, well graded central school, after which it will be an 
easy matter to establish a High school. At Lyman there is a 
three-room building. Here they are caring for pupils that for- 
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nierly attended five separate schools. At Mountainvievv tliey 
have two teachers, also two at Bridger. 

In *'Star Valley" the nine districts of that section are trying 
to establish a High school district. This is very much needed in 
that section and will, I have no doubt, be established within the 
year. 

Altogether 1 am well pleased with the progress of the schools 
of this county. Everywhere school boards and patrons are willing 
and anxious to do all in their power to better conditions, and 
school buildings are being enlarged and improved. School grounds 
are being attended to and the best apparatus is being supplied, 
and school environment is being made the most pleasant possible. 

I find in the last biennial report that many of the County 
Superintendents complain of the inconvenience and confusion 
caused by the fiscal year ending April 30th, and I wish to add my 
voice .to the number. 

In every instance where the school continues for eight or 
nine months, the enrollment reported is not to be depended on. 
and more often than not the financial report is incorrect. This 
causes much unnecessary work for the County Superintendents, 
and causes serious delays in their reports to the State Superin- 
tendent. Should the annual election of school officers and the 
close of the fiscal year be fixed at some time in June or even July, 
this inconvenience and confusion would be practically overcome, 
and I recommend that some action be taken to this end. 

I also wish to etidorse the recommendation that the clerk of 
each district board be allowed sufficient compensation to make 
the work a business transaction, and thus enable us to demand 
more prompt attention to school matters. 

Sincerely yours, 

Kate Smith, 
County Superintendent. 



State Board of Examiners. 

In the introduction to this report mention was made of the 
State Board of Examiners. The income from certificate fees to 
the State Treasury was also commented on. Certain recommen- 
dations were made therein for the attention of the Governor and 
Legislature and it is not necessary to repeat these elsewhere in 
the report. The reader's attention is called to the introduction 
where the recommendations made by the State r>epartment of 
Education are elaborated. 

The members of the State Hoard of Examiners at the end 
of the calendar year of 1909 submitted a report to the State W- 
partment of Education, relating to the work of the Board. This 
report so clearly explains many problems relating to the opera- 
tions of the Board that I desire to present it in full. The De- 
partment had expected to present an additional report covering 
the period beginning January i, 1910 and ending September 30. 
1910, but the resignation of the Secretary, who was most thor- 
oughly familiar with its work, and the assumption of the duties of 
that office by one whose time must of necessity be largely taken in 
learning the intricacies of the duties pertaining to his office, have 
made it impracticable to submit such a report. 

The report of the Board for the year ending Deceml)er 31. 
n;o<>. reads as follows : 

Hon. A. D. Cook, 

Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
Cheyenne, Wyoming : 

Dkar Sir: The State Board of Examiners desire to submit 
the following report : 

The certificate law passed by the Legislature of 1909 has 
now been in operation a little more than a year. It was expected 
that the departure from the requirements of the old law and the 
entrance upon a new regime whose avowed purpose was progress 
in the schools, a higher (|uality of teaching ability, better admin- 
istration of school affairs and a steadier and more uniform exact- 
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ing of legitimate requirements, would meet with some opposition 
and work a hardship upon some of our teachers. This was the 
effect expected and yet your Board foreseeing this situation have 
very successfully made the transition from the old to the new. 
and every one recognizes that the schools of Wyoming operating 
under the results of this better legislative wisdom are on the high- 
way of progress. The danger scented from afar was seen to be 
sinall when we drew near and began to adjust conditions and law 
to each other. The Board have acted with the most careful delib- 
eration where adjustment had to be made and have always been 
guided by the conditions of the individual applicant and the good 
of the schools. How we could best inaugurate a new law with- 
out placing upon teachers unnecessary and unjust requirements 
has been the thought which guided us in all our action. This has 
been the course that has put every teacher in possession of a 
certificate under the new law, or. p)ossessing one of previous issue, 
in line for renewel or a higher class. The change has been ac- 
complished. 

The l»oard desire herein to express their appreciation o( 
the spirit of helpfulness manifested at all times by the County 
Superintendents in putting this law into operation. Appreciating 
as they do the i>osition occupied by the County Superintendents, 
that of go-between, as it were, they have taken action in the 
regulations issued which enlarges the scope of the Superintend- 
ent's influence and control of her problems by bringing them into 
closer and more sympathetic relation to their teachers. In mak- 
ing all applications for certificates pass through the hands of the 
County Superintendents and in making certificates valid only 
after being registered with the County Superintendent, regula- 
tions passed at your suggestion, larger and more definite knowl- 
edge of the certification of teachers has come to every County 
Superintendent. We regard this as an element of ever-increas- 
ing power to them. It will make supervision more effective. In 
this connection we take pleasure in reporting that the number of 
non-certificated teachers actually engaged in teaching in the state 
is being rapidly reduced to a minimum. Again the County 
Superintendents have assisted in bettering the practice in this mat- 
ter. We desire also to emphasize a fact which is already appar- 
ent to you, that school boards are making every legitimate effort 
to get under the law. Some teachers not holding certificates. 
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advised by their school boards, have made way for those properly 
certificated. The awakening is a healthy one. From all these 
facts it may be said that the passage of this new certificate law 
and the increasingly efficient application of its provisions are rap- 
idly putting Wyoming in the fore-front of educational progress 
in this regard. 

Tllie ISSUANCE OF CHRTIFICATKS. 

The professional qualifications of our teachers were never so 
high as today. On another page is presented a record of certifi- 
cates issued. A study of this table will show that the number of 
professional certificates held by Wyoming teachers has steadily 
increased during the year past and that the teachers holding 
this class of certificates almost equals the number holding first 
class certificates. This has not been due to leniency in examina- 
tions or the marking of papers, but to another cause. A very 
large majority of professional certificates haye been issued on 
credentials from other states, chiefly life certificates and diplomas 
from reputable and accredited colleges and normal schools. The 
truth is, there is a large addition of well-educated and well- 
trained teachers to our teaching force. The outlook is encourag- 
ing. 

Temporary certificates are issued in smaller numbers than 
heretofore. lUit very few requests have been received for a 
second temporary certificate iFor the same teacher. This class of 
certificates is indispensable and the danger is pot in the use, but in 
the abuse of them. 

READING CIRCLE WORK. 

The policy jnirsued by the lioard in conducting Reading 
Circle work has been much the same as in previous years. The 
renewal of certificates will always cause a certain number of 
teachers to do professional reading, but the number will be lim- 
ited by the inducement held out by the provisions of the cer- 
tificate law which make it possible to raise the class of certificate. 
Fortunately many teachers have chosen to raise the class of their 
certificate rather than to renew. This feature of Reading Circle 
work needs no especial modification. It is self-regulative. But 
the Board feel that the Pupils' Reading Circle work is in need 
of more direct and systematic supervision. It is left too largely 
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to the option of the individual teacher without any special help 
from any one appointed to direct the work. The Hoard favors 
a plan to secure legislation making the office of Secretary of the 
Board of Examiners sufficiently broad in its scope to give ade- 
(juate attention to this work and that the ctMupensation be large 
enough to command the services of a secretary who shall give 
his entire time to the work of that office. 

Thanking you for the very generous assistance you have 
given us in the interpretation and application of the certificate 
law, we are Respectfully yours, 

C. K. Buckle, President. 

.-Vlice M. Sampson, Secretarv. 

J. J. Early. 
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University of Wyoming. 

lion. A. D. Cook, 

State Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
Cheyenne, Wyoming. 

Dkar Sir : Under separate cover 1 send you copies of tlie 
annual catalog of the University of Wyoming and the last annual 
report of the President of the Board of Trustees. 

The University of Wyoming ought to be well known to the 
people of Wyoming. Many thousands of letters have been writ- 
ten to the young people of this state in the last two years. 
Copies of catalogs and other material have been sent to the 
names of the people of the state who could be induced to show 
any interest at all therein. There are, however, some specific 
features of the university which, it seems to me. are worthy of 
special notice in this report. 

COLLKCeS AND SCHOOLS. 

The University is organized in the usual colleges and schools. 
Since the attendance is not large because of the sparsely settled 
character of the state, different faculties are not maintained for 
each of these colleges and schools. For instance, students in the 
Colleges of Liberal Arts, Agriculture, Engineering, etc., may be 
found together in the same class in any department in which 
• they have common studies. The work itself, however, is thor- 
oughly differentiated and the University is prepared to offer ef- 
ficient work in these various lines. The following colleges and 
schools are maintained : 

The Graduate School. 

The College of Liberal Arts. 

The College of Agriculture. 

The College of Engineering. 

The Normal School. 

The School of Commerce. 

The School of Home Economcs. 

The School of Music. 

The Preparatory School. 

The Department of L^niversity Extension 
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the summer school. 

As mentioned in the last report, the summer school has 
become a regular feature of the University. The attention of the 
teachers of the state and of those who wish to prepare to teach 
should be particularly called to this session. The school open^^ 
upon the first Monday after Commencement and continues in 
session for six weeks. Particular attention is paid to the subjects 
upon which examinations are required for the various classes of 
teachers' certificates. Other subjects are offered upon demand. 
The summer school is held at a time when the schools of the state 
are not in session, thus oflfering an opportunity to teachers who 
feel that they have not the time nor money to attend the Univer- 
sity during the regular school year. The climate of Laramie is 
such during these weeks as to make this a delightful place to live, 
thus combining a profitable school session with an enjoyable va- 
cation. 

THE NORMAL .SCHOOL BUILDINC.. 

The last Legislature appropriated fifty thousand dollars for 
the construction of a new building for the use of the Normal 
School. This building is completed and will be occupied at the 
opening of this semester, September 14th, 1910. It is a beauti- 
ful commodious structure, arranged and equipped for the pur- 
poses for which the appropriation was made. The Preparatory 
School of the University will also be housed in this building. 
It is hoped that with this arrangement opportunity may easily be 
made for the preparation of High School teachers. 

SELKCrrVE SYSTEM OF STUDIES. 

There has been much discussion in recent years concern- 
ing the virtues of what has been called the fixed course of study 
as compared to the elective system. In connection with this discus- 
sion there has been much change of action upon the part of 
university faculties. Courses of study have swung from the fixed 
course, through the group system, to the free elective, and back 
again. This university undertakes to offer what is known as the 
system of individual courses of study. Majors and minors are 
so arranged that a student must pursue at least three lines of 
study during his college course. These three are not predeter- 
mined by any artificial method, but are selected by the student, in 
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conference with the Advisory Committee. Other studies are se- 
lected in the same way, due regard being given to the maturity 
of the student and the necessary precedence of studies. It is be- 
lieved that in this way the individual need of the student may 
best be served. The faculty of this university sees no good reason 
for artificial grouping of studies, and as a consequence students 
may be permitted to select majors and minors wholly with refer- 
ence to their tastes, intentions and previous preparation. 

SOMIv FUTTRK PLANS. 

There is no one thing so much within the field of university 
work as that of bringing the University to the pieople. This 
University desires, therefore, to emphasize the work of its Uni- 
versity Extension department. Students may pursue work in this, 
department by correspondence under approved leaders, city 
school superintendents and others who are qualified, and in this 
way may cover half of the work required for a degree in any 
college or school. Any one passing the examination upon the 
work taken thus by correspondence will be credited upon the 
registry books of the Department of University Extension. When 
one year's work has been taken in residence at this Ijiiversity 
an equal amount of work will be transferred from the books of 
the Department of University Extension to the regular Univer- 
sity registrar's books. This may be continued in this way until 
the student has completed the re(juisite number of hours for 
graduation. 

In connection with this work of the Department of Univer- 
sity Extension, the University hopes greatly to enlarge the effi- 
ciency of the College of Agriculture. It is the purpose to ask the 
Legislature of the state to appropriate enough money for the es- 
tablishment of demonstration farms in various sections through- 
out the state. These farms will not be places where research is 
carried on, nor will the work be always in the nature of original 
experimentation. It is hoped that the experimentation may be 
emphasized as demonstration work for the various climatic con- 
ditions of the state. The University in this way will be able not 
only to secure good material for research work at the seat of 
the Unversity itself, but also to be of incalculable service to the 
settlers of the state. Should this work be carried on, bulletins 
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will be issued from time to time setting forth the results of the 
experiments. 

RKQi'lKKMKNTS FOR ADMISSION. 

The requirements for admission to the various schools of 
the University, which are self-explanatory, are as follows : 

Preparatory work offered by candidates for admission is esti-^ 
mated in terms of the unit. A unit is a subject, runnng one year. 
of not fewer than thirty-four weeks, with five recitation periods 
per week. These recitation periods should be at least forty min- 
utes long, and students should not carry more than four such 
units at one time. 

Fifteen units are required for admission to the Freshman 
class of any of the Colleges or Schools of the University. For 
purposes of admission, members of the Junior class of the State 
Normal School are classified Freshmen. 

The following eight units are requred of all students : 

Mathematics — ^Elementary Algel^ra, ij/* units; Plane 
(teometry, i unit. 

Language (other than English) 2 units. English, 3 units. 
Civics, Yi unit. 

The following units are additional requirements for Agri- 
cultural and Engineering candidates for admission : 

Mathematics — Solid Geometry, ^/^ unit ; Physics, i unit. 

The remainder of the fifteen units may be elected from the 
following subjects : 

Mathematics — Solid Geomertry, ^/^ unit. 

English — I unit. 

Language — Greek, 2 units : German, 2, 3, or 4 units, l^tin, 
2, 3 or 4 units ; French, 2 units. 

Science — Physics, i unit; Zoology, Yz or i unit; Chemistry, 
I unit; Physiology, (High School Grade), ^ unit; Botany, Yi or 
I unit; Physical Geography, (High School Grade), Y^ ""it. 

Elementary Psychology — Y^ unit. 

Elementary Pedagogy — Y2 unit. 

History — General History, i or 2 units, or any of the follow- 
ing: English History, J4 or i unit; Ancient History, i unit; 
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United States History (High School Grade), yi or i unit; 
Mediaeval and and Modem, i unit. 

Elementary Political Economy — J/2 or i unit. 

A single unit will not be accepted in any language except 
in special cases. 

Students applying for admission to the courses in the School 
of Commerce may elect to offer any of the following units: 
Bookkeeping — 2 units. 
Shorthand — 2 units. 
Typewriting — i unit. 

Students applying for admission to the courses in the Col- 
leges of Engineering and Agriculture and the School of Home 
Economics may elect to offer any of the followng units : 

Bookkeeping — 2 units. 

Shorthand — 2 units. 

Typewriting — i unit. 

Manual Training and Free-hand Drawing — i unit. 

Students applying for admission to the State Normal School 
i«ay elect to offer: 

Manual Training and Free-hand Drawing — i unit. 

Freshmen will be expected at once to enter upon courses 
in harmony with the preparation indicated by the units offered 
for admission. Students desiring to take college courses having 
preparatory prerequisites which they have not offered will be 
required to make up such prerequisites. 

In such case, if the student offered the full fifteen units in 
other subjects, a college credit of three-fifths value will be given 
for such work done in the Preparatory School. Such credits, 
however, cannot be substituted for required work in the Techni- 
cal courses. 

FAcui/rv. 

A number of changes have taken place in the faculty during 
the last two years and several additions have been made thereto. 
Believing that your department as well as the people to whom 
your report will go will be interested in knowing just who con- 
stitute the faculty of instruction in the University, I append 
hereto a full list of the names of the members thereof : 
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the: 1'ACI;LTY of LNSTRUCTION of the I'XIVKRSITV OF WVOMIXr.. 

Charles Oliver, Merica, M. A., LL. D., President and IVo- 
fessor of English. 

Aven Nelson, M. A., l*h. D., Professor of Biology and Cura- 
tor of Rocky Mountain Herbarium. 

Justus Freeland Soule, M. S., Professor of Greek and Latin. 

Henry Merz, B. S., M. A., IVofessor of German. 

Charles Bascom Ridgaway, B. A., M. S.. Professor of Mathe- 
matics. 

Agnes Mathilde Wergeland, Ph. 1)., Professor of History 
and French. 

Helen Middlekauff, IVofessor of the English Language an<l 
Principal of the Preparatory School. 

Henry Granger Knight, B. A., M. A., Professor of Chem- 
istry and Director of the Experiment Station. 

June Etta Downey, B. A., M. A., Ph. D., l^rofessor of Phil- 
osophy and English and Principal of the Department of I'ni- 
versity Extension. 

Grace Raymond Hebard, B. S., M. A.. Ph. D., Professor of 
Political Economy and Librarian. 

Harol D. Coburn, B. Lit., M. A., First Lieut. 8th Infantry. 
V. S. A., Professor of Military Science and Tactics and Director 
of Physical Training. 

Elmer George Hoefer, B. S., Professor of Mechanical En- 
gineering. 

John Conrad Fitterer. B. S., M. S., C. E.. Professor of Civil 
and Irrigation Engineering. 

Arthur Emmons Bellis, B. S., M. S., Professor of Physics. 

Arnold G. H. Bode. B. A., M. A., Professor of Piano and 
Theory of Music, and Director of the School of Music. 

J. R. Hutchison, LL. B., Principal of the School of Com- 
merce and Professor of Commercial Studies. 

Alpheus Davis Faville, B. S., Professor of Animal Hus- 
bandry and Station Husbandman. 

John A. Hill, B. S., Wool Expert, Associate Professor of 
Animal Husbandry. 

Otto L. Prien, M. D. V., B. S.. Professor of Veterinary 
Science and Station Veterinarian. 

C. Eben Stromquist. B. A., Ph. D., Associate Professor of 
Mathematics. 
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Fred W. HevK B. A., Ph. S., Associate Professor of Chem- 
istry. 

Frank Edgar Hepner, Ph. C, P». S.. Af. S., Research 
Chemist. 

L. Charles Raiford, Ph. !>., A. AL, Ph. D., Research Chemist. 

T. S. Parsons. P>. S., Professor of Agronomy and Station 
Agronomist. 

J. O. Creager, A. M., Professor of Education and Principal 
*»f the State Normal School. 

A. C. Boyle, B. S., M. E., Professor of Mining and (leology. 

B. H. Grave, Ph. D., Assistant Professor of Zoology. 
Ruth Adsit, Supervisor of the Training School. 

William Harlow Reed. Curator of the Museum and Instruc- 
tor in Geology. 

Lotta I. Crawford, P). S.. Instructor in Domestic Science 
and Art. 

Maude H. Fling, A. B., M. A., Instructor in Greek. Latin 
and English. 

Mabel A. Land DeKay, B. A.. Instructor in Dramatics and 
Expression. 

V^iola Daugherty GcK)dwin, Instructor in X'iolin and Stringed 
Instruments. 

Laura Elizabeth Breisch, B. A., Instructor in History. 

Harold I. Dean, B. A.. Athletic Coach, Instructor in Com- 
mercial Studies. 

Eva Meek, Instructor in \'ocal Music and X'iolin. 

Amy Abbot, A. B., Instructor in English. 

Mae Merle Kissick, Instructor in Athletics for Women. 

Robert J. Cowper, Assistant in Shop Work. 

Charles J. Oviatt, Assistant W(k>1 Expert. 

Helen Symons, Instructor in I>rawing. 

Ethel Brown, A. B., Supervisor of Music in the Training 
School. 

John Hun ton, Instructor upon Piano. 

E. Deane Hun ton. Instructor in Stenography and Type- 
writing. 

Frank Sumner Burrage. A. I>., Secretary to the Board of 
Tnistees and Fiscal Steward. 

James Defrees LeCron, Re A. B., M. A., Registrar. 

Mrs. Carrie Goodwin Rex ford. Dean of Women. 
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1 thank your dq^artment for your interest in all the affair.- 
of the University and for the assistance which yon have rendered 
during the biennial period. 

Yours very truly. 
Chas. (). Mekica, 

President. 
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STATE OF WYOMING 

Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction, 

Cheyenne, Wyoming. 

To His Excellency, 

Joseph M, Carey, 

Governor of Wyoming. 

Sir: — I have the honor to transmit herewith the Biennial 

Report of this office for the two years ending April 30, 1912, 

setting forth the conditions of this department, as required 

by law. 

Very respectfully yours, 

ROSE A. BIRD, 

Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
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Office of 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

Cheyenne, Wyo., Sept. 31, 1912. 

In compliance with the provisions of Section No. 263 of the 
Wyoming Compiled Statutes of 1910, I have the honor to sub- 
mit herewith the biennial report of the State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction for the period of two years beginning Sep- 
tember 30th, 1910, and ending September 30th, 1912, showing 
as fully as possible the condition and progress of the public 
schools; the receipts and disbursements of the school funds — 
state, county and district; recommendations as to legislation 
needed to meet the demands of the time ; such other statements, 
facts and statistics as are deemed necessary for the information 
of the legislature and the governor, and that are of interest to 
the public. 

The statistics enumerated herein are composed mainly of 
material furnished the office of the State Superintendent by the 
several County Superintendents of the state and are as accurate 
as it is possible to obtain under existing conditions. A com- 
parison of the tables in this report, however, with those con- 
tained in former reports, shows a steady advancement in the 
schools throughout the state. There is not only a marked in- 
crease in attendance and in the number of schools, but also in 
the salaries of teachers and in the number of teachers who carry 
higher grades of certificates. Good work is being accomplished 
in the schools, money is being liberally spent and the citizens 
of the state are putting forth every effort to promote the 
growth of the educational system. Certain improvements and 
changes are necessary, however, to meet the conditions of the 
times and the growth and development of the state. 

The changes which I wish to inaugurate in the public 
schools of the state are neither startling nor revolutionary. I 
have endeavored to make such recommendations for improve- 
ment as I believe will be necessary to meet the conditions as 
they exist at the present time. I shall try to show as far as 
possible the purpose of each change and what I hope it will ac- 
complish in the future. 

The recommendations that I have made have been care- 
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fully examined and endorsed by the Legislative Committee of 
1912 of the Wyoming State Teachers' Association. 

The Rural School 

Statistics show that the great majority of pupils receive 
their education in the elementary schools, and for that reason 
it can readily be seen that they are of more importance to the 
people as a whole than the higher institutions of learning. In 
the state of Wyoming as in other states, the elementary schools 
in the smaller cities and towns show prosperity, but the rural 
schools taken as a whole have advanced but very little. This con- 
dition is due to the fact that the rural schools today are prac- 
tically without supervision. Each school stands alone and each 
teacher works without much regard to what her predecessor 
has done or to what other schools in the district or in the county 
are doing. The office of the County Superintendent stands 
closer to the rural school than any other. Its greatest field of 
usefulness is the rural school, and yet the County Superin- 
tendents in the past have been given but very little legal right 
to supervise, in the true sense of the word, the schools in the 
county over which they have authority. They have no power 
to select a teacher or even to endorse a teacher whom they be- 
lieve will do excellent work; no right to select books or ap- 
paratus to carry on the work of the schools ; no authority what- 
soever to assist in planning the construction of school houses 
relative to heating, lighting and sanitation. Ordinary Boards 
of Trustees carry on the work to the minutest detail. In mak- 
ing this statement it is not my object to criticize unfavorably 
the Boards of Trustees, but it is only reasonable to suppose that 
men who serve without compensation cannot devote their whole 
time and attention to school work. It is as equally reasonable 
to suppose that an officer who seeks an office is prepared with 
both experience and knowledge concerning the needs of the 
school and that he will devote his whole time and give his best 
attention to the work in the office which he has sought. In 
view of these facts, certain powers should be delegated to the 
County Superintendents and I respectfully make the following 
recommendations pertaining to the office of the County Super- 
intendent : 

(a) Office Should Be at County Seat 

The County Superintendent should be provided by law with 
an office at the county seat so that the work could be carried 
on in a systematic manner, the records carefully kept and open 
for public inspection. The work as carried on in the majority 
of the offices of the County Superintendents today, is neither 
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practicable nor systematic. This condition is not due to the 
negligence of the County Superintendents, but because it is im- 
possible for the County Superintendents to transfer all the 
records of the office to their homes and to furnish an office. 
The result is, that the majority of the records are destroyed, 
the work not systematizad and every Countj^ Superintendent 
who enters upon the duties of that office begins the work with- 
out much reference to what his predecessor has done or to 
what other County Superintendents are doing. 

(b) Power to Endorse Teachers 

No teacher should be considered by a Board of Trustees 
for a certain position until endorsed by the County Superin- 
tendent, that he or she is fit for this or that particular position. 
Under the present Certificate law a large number of teachers 
today are engaged by the Boards of Trustees in an illegal man- 
ner and placed at work unknown to the County Superintendent. 
There are many times when teachers have taught four or five 
weeks whose certificates the County Superintendent has never 
seen nor has any knowledge that the teacher is in the district. 
Aside from the legal aspect, it is almost impossible for the 
County Superintendent to have an organized plan, to arouse 
enthusiasm among the teachers when the different Boards of 
the county select teachers so uneven in capacity, culture and 
attainment, that when they are called together for counsel, it 
is almost impossible to make the hour fit the needs of all. 

(c) Erection of School Houses 

The time has come in the school history of Wyoming when 
we should give more thought to the. construction of school 
buildings. In the majority of the cities and small towns the 
school houses are well constructed, but in the rural districts 
the school houses are increasing in number every year and yet 
they are built just exactly alike and the same as they were built 
fifteen years ago. Not one touch of beauty externally has been 
added, not one act done to improve sanitation, heating or light- 
ing. It has been my earnest endeavor as County Superin- 
tendent, and now as State Superintendent, to make improve- 
ments in the construction of school houses, and I believe that 
no school house should be erected without first submitting the 
plans to the County Superintendent of Schools for her endorse- 
ment. There is no one who knows better the condition of some 
of the rural schools and who is better prepared to say what 
constitutes a well lighted school to protect the eyes of the 
pupils; who knows what provisions to make for heating other 
than the old stoves which half roast some of the pupils and 
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STATE OP WYOMING 

Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction, 

Cheyenne, Wyoming. 

To His Excellency, 

Joseph M, Carey, 

Governor of Wyoming. 

Sir: — I have the honor to transmit herewith the Biennial 

Report of this office for the two years ending April 30, 1912, 

setting forth the conditions of this department, as required 

by law. 

Very respectfully yours, 

ROSE A. BIRD, 

Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
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Office of 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

Cheyenne, Wyo., Sept. 31, 1912. 

In compliance with the provisions of Section No. 263 of the 
Wyoming Compiled Statutes of 1910, I have the honor to sub- 
mit herewith the biennial report of the State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction for the period of two years beginning Sep- 
tember 30th, 1910, and ending September 30th, 1912, showing 
as fully as possible the condition and progress of the public 
schools; the receipts and disbursements of the school funds — 
state, county and district; recommendations as to legislation 
needed to meet the demands of the time ; such other statements, 
facts and statistics as are deemed necessary for the information 
of the legislature and the governor, and that are of interest to 
the public. 

The statistics enumerated herein are composed mainly of 
material furnished the office of the State Superintendent by the 
several County Superintendents of the state and are as accurate 
as it is possible to obtain under existing conditions. A com- 
parison of the tables in this report, however, with those con- 
tained in former reports, shows a steady advancement in the 
schools throughout the state. There is not only a marked in- 
crease in attendance and in the number of schools, but also in 
the salaries of teachers and in the number of teachers who carry 
higher grades of certificates. Good work is being accomplished 
in the schools, money is being liberally spent and the citizens 
of the state are putting forth every effort to promote the 
growth of the educational system. Certain improvements and 
changes are necessary, however, to meet the conditions of the 
times and the growth and development of the state. 

The changes which I wish to inaugurate in the public 
schools of the state are neither startling nor revolutionary. I 
have endeavored to make such recommendations for improve- 
ment as I believe will be necessary to meet the conditions as 
they exist at the present time. I shall try to show as far as 
possible the purpose of each change and what I hope it will ac- 
complish in the future. 

The recommendations that I have made have been care- 
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County Commissioners and the State Superintendent, unfa- 
miliar with local conditions, were called upon at a great ex- 
pense to settle these questions. It is my opinion that there 
should be a time in the year, preferably at the time of the 
annual meeting, when the matter of district boundaries should 
be decided. No one is better fitted to know the needs relative 
to districts and district boundaries than the qualified voters 
in the district. I wish, therefore, respectfully to recommend 
that the power of changing and altering and joining districts 
to other districts be placed in the hands of the qualified voters 
at the time of the annual meeting. 



Becommendations for school legislation endorsed by the 
Wyoming State Teachers ' Association of 1911 and by the Legis- 
lative Committee of the Wyoming State Teachers' Association 
of 1912. 

Salaries and Certificates of County Superintendents 

The salary increase for the County Superintendents of the 
state to the maximum permitted by the constitution : 

In counties of the first class $1,000.00 

In counties of the second class 750.00 

In counties of the third class 500.00 

with all actual and necessary traveling expenses paid by. the 
county. The committee further recommends that certificates 
of as high a rank as first class must be held by all County Su- 
perintendents elected after the enactment of the measure. 

Special Technical Certificates 

Amend the certificate law relating to special technical cer- 
tificates so as to provide that graduates of four-year technical 
schools that have an entrance requirement of fifteen units may 
be issued second class professional and first class professional 
certificates by passing an examination in the professional sub- 
jects required, provided the applicant has had the requisite ex- 
perience. 

New Form of Life Certificate 

Change the law so that one who has successfully taught for 
twenty-five years, fifteen of which have been in the state, if not 
out of the teaching profession for three years during that time, 
may be granted a life certificate of the same grade as the one 
held by the applicant. 

Teachers' Pensions 

The enactment of a law providing for teachers' pensions. 
Experience required, twenty-five years of teaching, twenty of 
which shall be within the state; or thirty years' experience, fif- 
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teen of which have been within the state. Minimum age of those 
entitled to pensions, fifty-five years, except that, at the discre- 
tion of the State Superintendent, persons who have qualified 
from point of experience at aji earlier age and who are incapaci- 
tated by reason or ill health may receive the pension. Amount 
of pension, thirty dollars per month for twelve months in the 
year. Source of funds, income from certain school lands of the 
state. 

Medical Inspection 

Medical inspection under the direction of the local School 
Board may be provided in each county. 

Recognition of Work in Colleges for Certificates 

Amend certificate law so as to provide that credit received 
in^standard colleges or universities for the last two years' work 
may be considered a sufficient basis for the granting of first 
class certifiacte, provided that one-seventh of the credits so re- 
ceived are in psychology and pedagogy. 
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Becomxnendatioiis Oonceming the Oertifloate Law of State 
Board of Educational Examiners, Endorsed by the Legis- 
lative Committee of 1912 of the Wyoming State Teachers' 
Association. 

(1) That Special Certificates be extended by Beading Cir- 
cle work under the same conditions as the First Grade. 

(2) That an average of 80 per ceijt be required for a 
Special Primary certificate. 

(3) We also recommend that $4000 be appropriated for 
the contingent fund of the Board for the next two years, as the 
Board has always been handicapped in its work for lack of 
funds. 

M. E. SHUCK, President ; 
J. T. VELIN, Secretary ; 
MRS. ELLA FARTHING. 



\ 
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On March Slst, 1911, the following amounts were dis- 
tributed from the Common School Land Income Fund : j 

County Enrollment Apportionment 

Albany 2,296 $ 11,207.47 

Big Horn 3,875 18,915.04 

Carbon 2,292 11,187.94 i 

Converse 1,423 6,946.09 

Crook 1,753 8,556.92 i 

Fremont 2,102 10,260.50 i 

Johnson 1,060 5,174.18 

Laramie 5,085 24,822.59 

Natrona 795 3,880.64 ! 

Sheridan ,,. 3,129 15,273.59 

Sweetwater 2,396 11,695.60 

Uinta 5,086 24,826.30 

Weston 1,053 5,140.01 | 



Totals 32,345 $157,886.87 
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On March Slat, 1912, the following amounts were dis- 
tributed from the Common School Land Income Fund : 



County Enrollment 

Albany 2063 

Big Horn 2958 

Carbon 2317 

Converse 1629 

Crook 2054 

Fremont 2120 

Johnson 1057 

Laramie 5445 

Natrona 762 

Sheridan 3500 

Sweetwater 2636 

Uinta 5050 

Weston 1273 

Park 424 



33288 



Apportionment 

$ 10748.23 
15411.18 
12071.57 

8487.09 
10701.34 
11045.20 

5506.97 
28371.86 

3970.02 
18235.00 
13733.56 
26310.50 

6632.33 

2209.04 

$173433.89 
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Qualifications of Teachers Now Holding 
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1,085,961 


90.97 


41682 


1898 


202 


495 


338 


102 


434 


53« 


6643 


6399 


13042 


1,535,562 


117.7* 


60198 


1899 


201 


500 


346 


91 


472 


563 


6797 


6629 


13427 


1,166,802 


86.9 


37764 


1900 


208 


524 


372 


89 


481 


570 


7859 


7153 


14512 


1,526,124 


105.17 


44154 


1901 


214 


574 


381 


101 


519 


620 


8023 


7741 


15764 


1,394,443 


88.45 


95857 


1902 


224 


615 


400 


100 


584 


684 


8887 


8624 


17511 


1,678,933 


106.86 


74930 


1903 


238 


646 


440 


108 


618 


726 


9342 


9039 


18381 


1,702,439 


89.26 


78905 


1904 


245 


684 


483 


105 


658 


763 


9194 


9053 


18247 


1,810,028 


99.24 


62974 


1905 


253 


716 


503 


107 


690 


797 


9499 


9403 


18902 


1.828,105 


96.71 


82989 


1906 


261 


745 


486 


107 


693 


800 


9392 


9379 


18771 


1,872,016 


99.74 


65501 


1907 


281 


706 


509 


109 


678 


787 


9822 


9874 


19795 


1,805,645 


91.21 


70834 


1908 


280 


785 


538 


115 


784 


899 


10675 


10715 


21390 


2,120,482 


91.13 


69883 


1909 


291 


860 


582 


121 


854 


975 


11784 


11398 


23182 


2,308,322 


99.57 


65830 


1910 


803 


1004 


640 


141 


968 


1109 


12364 


12220 


24584 


2.484,396 


101.06 


141558 


1911 


334 


869 


830 


135 


1040 


1175 


13270 


12770 


26040 


2,656,870 


103.2 


158452 


1912 


345 


975 


843 


174 


1051 


1225 


13396 


13106 


26502 


2,931,935 


107.62 


159637 



*A probable error in computation. 
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County Superintendents* Reports 



ALBANY COUNTY 

In writing the biennial report of the schools of Albany 
county for 1911-1912, 1 can give only the situation as it has im- 
pressed me during the past ten months. 

There are 2172 children of school age in the county. Of 
these 1582 belong to District No. 1, which includes the tjown of 
Laramie. There are employed in the city schools twenty-six 
teachers, including the Superintendent and two Supervisors. 
The high school which has been domiciled in the handsome new 
high school building the past year, has a membership of 136 
students, doing most excellent work under the instruction of 
six teachers. District No. 1 maintains three rural schools of 
pine and a half months each. 

There are sixty other rural schools throughout the county 
-with an average term of nearly five months. 

In District No. 5 at Rook River, they are building a six- 
teen thousand dollar school building, modern in every par- 
ticular. This is a grand step forward for this energetic town. 
The district is also establishing schools for the needs of settlers 
in the new farming sections. 

The tendency to unite schools is growing. Formerly there 
-would be a school of two or three months at each ranch,. Now 
school buildings are being centrally located so that pupils with- 
in a radius of three or four miles can attend the same school and 
have the advantage of a seven or eight months' session. 

A number of the teachers have had literary entertainments, 
thus bringing the people of the community together socially and 
incidentally establishing a nucleus from which libraries have 
been founded, beside furnishing school rooms with organs, 
clocks, pictures, etc. 

Uniformity of school books, I believe, would be a great im- 
provement. The new Wyoming Course of Study is meeting a 
longfelt need. 

Winter seems to be the logical time for schools to be in 
session. We, however, have twenty summer schools. Weather 
conditions in some localities seem to warrant this arrangement. 
Of the twenty teachers now teaching, none are working on a 
permit or temporary certificate and only three on a third grade. 
There seems to be a growing ambition for the higher class cre- 
dentials. 
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The summer school at the university is setting an educa- 
tional precedence which is very noticeable throughout the 
country. 

Eighth grade examinations are being held in the rural 
schools. The questions are furnished by the City Superintend- 
ent. The possessor of an eighth grade diploma is admitted to 
the Laramie High School. This in a wonderful stimulus for 
keeping boys and girls in school. 

Our schools are in a reasonably healthy condition. We 
hope for rapid advancement in the work in the near future. 

.Respectfully submitted, 
MRS. N. ARTISEE ERICKSON, 

County Superintendent. 



BIG HORN COUNTY 

Since the last biennial report submitted from this office, 
Big Horn county has been divided. We now have in the county 
41 districts, including one high school district, and last year 102 
teachers were employed. 

There are sixty-seven school houses in the county. Eleven 
of these were built during the past year. Greybull erected a 
four-roomed gray stone building, Worland a six-roomed brick. 
Basin a ten-roomed brick and Lovell an eight-roomed brick. 
The others were smaller buildings, in rural districts, erected to 
take the place of '**the old school house." 

The only accredited high school is at Basin, but Worland, 
Greybull, Hyattville and Lovell are doing some high school 
work. 

There is a private high school at Cowley, doing three years 
of high school work, and many of our eighth grade graduates 
enroll for higher work there. 

Yellowstone college, also a private institution, which offers 
work in various university courses, opens at Himes this year. 

In 1911 we had 94 eighth grade graduates, and in 1912 
there were 115. The questions were prepared and papers 
marked by the County Superintendent, thus insuring a measure 
of uniformity throughout the county. 

The tendency seems to be toward longer terms of school 
and increased salary for teachers. No district in the county 
now pays less than $50.00 and some of the rural schools pay 
$70.00 per month. 

We join with other Superintendents in recommending that 
the school laws be amended in regard to School District Clerks' 
reports. As the annual report now includes parts of two school 
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years, in many cases the number of days taught and total at- 
tendance is incorrect. We would also recommend that the Dis- 
trict Clerks be paid sufficient sum to insure getting correct re- 
ports on time. 

Another division of Big Horn county will take place Jan- 
uary 1, 1913, after which the remaining districts will be renum- 
bered ^ . ■ i 

We feel that Miss Bird's Course of Study fills a lo^g-felt 
want and will be a material help to teachers and pupils alike. 

We think that a uniform set of text books throughout the 
state would be a further advancement. 

Everything considered the schools are doing satisfactory 
work, but we hope to make many improvements and raise the 
standard of the public school work in the next two years. 

Respectfully submitted, 

A. P. PILLERUP, 
County Superintendent. 



CARBON COUNTY 

There have been some material changes in the Carbon 
county schools since the last biennial report was submitted. 

Districts 33, 34, 35, 36 and 37 have been formed and organ- 
ized. District No. 25, in the southern part of the county in the 
Butte Lake section, has been abandoned. Now there are 36 
districts, all doing actual business except No. 34, which has not 
organized as yet. 

The Rawlins schools. District No. 3, are improving all the 
time. A new building is being erected, a two-room building, in 
the eist side which will be occupied by the small children of 
that locality. A new heater has been placed in an outside un- 
derground room for same, for the main building, making the 
system more satisfactory and safer than heretofore. There 
are 19 teachers now employed in the Rawlins schools. 

The school at Baggs, District No. 4, employs three teachers. 
There are two rooms in a comfortable brick building, and a new 
one-room frame building has been built in the same yard, so 
that the children are all within the same enclosure. 

The Elk Mountain town school. District No. 5, has a new 
two-room building. However, the school has seen fit to get 
along with one teacher. The rooms are built in a double room 
style with large arch opening between. This can be converted 
into two separate and distinct rooms whenever the patrons 
deem it necessary to employ two teachers. 

District No. 9, Saratoga, has decreased the teaching force 
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by one this year. There will be four teachers in the town school 
and one teacher in the little school known as the Scarrow dis^ 
trict, about three miles from Saratoga. 

No. 7, Hanna, will have eight teachers, two men and six 
women. Six teachers in the main town and two in No. 3 town. 

No. 18, Encampment school, is not growing, though three 
teachers are employed, as many as formerly. The District 
Boai»d is always for as good a school as it can possibly secure. 

Summer schools are still conducted in the following dis- 
tricts : 

No. 2, Shirley ; No. 19, Pathfinder ; No. 22, Brush Creek ; No. 
24, Rock Dale ; No. 26, Spring Creek ; No. 32, Difficulty ; No. 35,. 
Cow Creek. 

Some of these begin in spring and continue until December, 
so that they are not strictly summer schools. The other dis^ 
tricts are mostly fall and winter schools. 

Conditions are steadily improving in the Carbon county 
schools. Parents and guardians are coming to more clearly 
recognize the common good of the Compulsory Education law. 
Salaries of teachers are being increased where possible. Fewer 
teachers and boards each year are ignoring the Certificate law 
of the state. On the whole I feel that it cannot be truthfully 
stated that the schools of Carbon county are not anticipating^ 
the growing needs of the several communities where they exist. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FRANCES B. SMITH, 
County Superintendent. 



CONVERSE COUNTY 

Since our last biennial report we have been fortunate 
enough to secure some of the important measures we were work- 
ing for. 

We have a County School Board Association, a most im- 
portant factor in our educational work; a County Course of 
Study, which we hope will greatly aid in the organization and 
grading of our rural schools ; and we now have county uniform- 
ity of text books. A movement was initiated at our annual 
insitute to organize a county association of teachers to meet 
during mid-winter. Much interest was manifest and the organ- 
ization is assured. 

This year there were about sixty graduates from the eighth 
grade. We are to have nearly seventy-five per cent enter high 
school. The past two years are also red letter years because 
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of the continuation of the pupils in the school work of all 
grades. Our loss will aggregate a very small per cent. 

The program for the first day of our institute is given to 
the work of the School Board Association. The spirit of the 
meeting this year was progressive, as is shown in the following 
resolution which it adopted: 

**Be it resolved by the Converse School Board Association, 
that it is the sense of this association that the county superin- 
tendent eliminate from the present course of study all work 
not necessary in the teaching of the common branches and as 
rapidly as possible substitution be made of the study of agricul- 
ture and domestic science. 

That it is the purpose of this association to develop stronger 
and better work in the common branches and in the teaching 
of those things necessary in the lives of our pupils. That the 
County Superintendent be requested to report at oui: next meet- 
ing of the progress made. ' ' 

The Association also recommended that the teachers of the 
county make a study of vocational work and introduce as much 
as may be made practicable this coming year. 

The educational forces of the county are well organized 
and the outlook promising. 

Very sincerely, 

MAUD DAWES, 
County Superintendent. 



FREMONT COUNTY 

In accordance with your request, I present the following 
summary of the schools of Fremont county for the years 1911- 
1912: 

There has been considerable advancement in the schools 
of the county in the past two years. The number of districts 
has been increased from thirty-three to thirty-six. There are 
fifty schools in the county, employing seventy-eight teachers. 

A splendid new High School building has been built in 
Lander in the last two years. Manual training has been added 
to the course of study, and some elegant work has been done 
along that line by the pupils. There is a corps of eleven teach- 
ers employed in the Lander schools. 

Thermopolis also has an accredited high school. They have 
a large well equipped building, and a corps of trained teachers, 
and their work is of the very best. 

Riverton is doing about three years of high school work, 
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employing five teachers. Shoshoni employing four teachers, 
and Hudson employing three, are doing some high school work. 

District eight, during the last year, built the best rural 
school building in the county. I doubt if there is a better one 
in the state. 

Our institutes the past two years have been most helpful 
for the teachers. The institute in the summer of 1911 was con- 
ducted by Superintendent Shuck of Rawlins. The teachers felt 
that it was a very successful institute. 

The institute of 1912 is now in session. The instructors 
are Professor A. Sof tley, Dean of the Fremont Nebraska Nor- 
mal, and his daughter. Miss Elsie Sof tley. The enrollment is the 
largest in the history of Fremont county. 

During the past two years I have given the examinations 
to pupils who were completing the eighth grade, and found a 
much higher grade of work being done as a result. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ELLA M. FARTHING, 
County Superintendent. 



JOHNSON COUNTY 

In the progress made by the schools of Wyoming during 
the past two years, we feel that Johnson county has in no way 
been left behind. 

During the fall of 1911 the Johnson county high school 
moved to its new home. The building which cost something 
over twenty-seven thousand dollars, is a beautiful structure 
with all modern conveniences. All the teachers of the high 
school hold life certificates, except the commercial teacher, who 
holds a special. We are going to make a beginning in manual 
training this year and Jiope that much good will be accom- 
plished. 

The grades of our Buffalo schools are not under the same 
supervision as the high school. We have ample room for the 
grades and there are less than forty children to each teacher. 
Our Superintendent last year secured the Turner Art Exhibit 
and by giving short musical programs in connection with the 
exhibit, the school secured something over three hundred dol- 
lars to decorate the interior of the school buildings. Beautiful 
pictures were placed in each room. 

The seventh and eighth grades are seated in an assembly 
room with fine class rooms adjoining it. This gives the teachers 
an opportunity to divide the work so that each may have sub- 
jects that she cares to teach. 
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Two years ago our music teacher organized a brass band 
from the grade boys, who made such headway that they were a 
surprise to the town. As it was necessary to change music 
teachers, the band is no longer under the auspices of the school, 
but are continuing their practice under another instructor. 

The work of securing eighth grade graduates from our 
rural schools has exceeded our expectations. This year the 
rural schools received three-fifths as many eighth grade diplo- 
mas as the graded schools. A large per cent of these go into 
high school and so far we have had but one who did not make 
good. 

Only five log school houses are still in use. Most of these 
have been replaced by frame buildings. At Sussex a fine frame 
school house and a bam were built. This is a district that had 
a very poor water supply, so the patrons decided to drill a well 
and were quite surprised when they reached a plentiful supply 
of good water at a depth of seventy feet. 

At least one-fifth of the country schools have purchased 
new seats and some have put in good libraries. 

Much attention has been given to defective children and 
many have had adnoids and tonsils removed, also eyes, teeth and 
ears cared for. Johnson county people are thoroughly awake 
to the injurious effects of such things. 

Several of our teachers have been taking advantage of the 
summer school at Laramie. Others have gone for a regular 
course at the University or the Normal and all return praising 
the schools and their instructors. The number of teachers pro- 
duced in our home schools is increasing until there is not much 
demand for teachers from other states. 

Our institutes are well attended and all teachers, from col- 
lege graduates to high school girls, manifest a professional 
spirit. 

Our new Course of Study will undoubtedly be a great help 
in securing more uniform work in the schools. 

In visiting schools, I try to make each teacher feel that 
I come not to criticize but to bring what helpful ideas I can and 
to get therefrom something worth while to carry to other 
teachers. Respectfully submitted, 

MEDA B. SINSEL, 
County Superintendent. 



NATRONA COUNTY 

In summarizing the work of the past two years it gives me 
pleasure to note that there has been some improvement along 
many lines. 



42 BIENNIAL REPORT 

Natrona county has eighteen school districts, employing 
forty-two teachers. It is unfortunate for us that owing to the 

distance between homes in some of the rural districts it is nee- 

» 

essary to divide the money among several schools, thus making 
shorter terms than if these schools could be consolidated. We 
are working along this line with the hope of better condition 
in the near future. 

A number of improvements have been made in buildings 
and grounds. Salaries have been increased about five dollars 
per month for rural schools and grade teachers in town schools. 
High school teachers are now paid ten dollars a month more 
than they were two years ago. 

Drawing and music in the Casper schools and in Natrona 
county high school are both under special instruction. Progress 
in these subjects is very gratifying. 

The Smith system of heating and ventilating has been in- 
stalled in several of the rural districts, which is a great im- 
provement over the old system. 

In our rural districts several new buildings have been put 
up and well equipped. Others have been remodeled and reno- 
vated s6 that they are in much better condition. In District 
No. 12 an ice house, also a cistern were added. 

One new school has been added to District No. 2 and a 
building well equipped for its maintenance. 

Bonds for a new county high school building have been 
sold and a modern structure will be erected providing for a 
large gymnasium, also manual training and domestic science 
departments. The Casper school and the county high school 
have unsurpassed sanitary equipment, and excellent facilities 
for all work. 

The enrollment in the high school is 16 per cent *of the 
total enrollment. Thus far this is the highest in the state. 
While this is not as good as we expect to make it when we 
have installed extensive manual training and domestic science 
courses, it is gratifying to know that it is so far above the seven 
per cent average high school enrollment of the United States. 

Most of our schools are using the same text books which 
will be a great advantage to us. 

Our County Institute under the instruction of Professor 
J. 0. Creager and Miss Clara Prahl of the State University of 
Wyoming proved very helpful and inspiring. 

Teachers realize the great importance of their work and 
parents are awakening to the fact that they also have a duty 
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to perform, and by our united efforts we hope to make marked 
improvement in the educational work in the next few years. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MAY HAMILTON, 
County Superintendent. 



SHERIDAN COUNTY 

Since the last biennial report of the State Superintendent 
was published school conditions have improved much in Sheri- 
dan county. 

District No. 1, Big Horn, has installed the ninth and tenth 
grades under a special teacher to give high school opportuni- 
ties to the boys and girls unable to attend school in Sheridan. 
District No. 3 is opening its second school in the district for the 
first time. District No. 7, Sheridan, has for the past two years 
enjoyed the comfort of occupying its two beautiful and com- 
plete ward schools built in 1910 ; also the enlarged quarters for 
the high school. Even now, however, Sheridan is contemplat- . 
ing the erection of more buildings to replace the smaller ones 
now in use, for the accommodation of the city's growing en- 
rollment which numbered 1560 this past year. District No. 
13 has also found it necessary to install another school. During 
the past year a short term was held in a homestead house. This 
summer a school building is in process of construction for the 
new settlers. District No. 20, at its newly opened coal camp of 
New Acme, has voted a two-roomed school which will open its 
first term this coming fall. District No. 21 has conducted four 
schools for the past two seasons and District No. 22 operates 
three instead of one, as stated in the last biennial report. Dis- 
trict No. 26 also has grown in population and maintains two 
schools. District No. 32, Carneyville, employed three teachers 
to take care of its growing enrollment last 3'^ear. District No. 
33 now boasts a well planned, well equipped, two-roomed 
cement block school house, which adds materially to the eflS- 
ciency of the work done in Ranchester. Districts No. 35 and 36 
were formed during the last biennial period and are each sup- 
porting two schools. 

The amount of money paid for teachers ' salaries during the 
past year was $64,812.00 as against $57,231.00 in 1911, and $52,- 
025.00 in 1910, showing that the people are awaking to the 
economy of spending the county funds in the most constructive 
channel^. 

The total school enrollment for the fiscal year closing April 
30th, 1912, was 2,994, and the school census of the county totals 
3,707. 
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Sheridan county continues to hold final eighth grade exam- 
inations for rural districts which entitles the pupils who suc- 
cessfully pass, to receive diplomas which admit to the high 
school. Forty-seven pupils earned diplomas this year, Camey- 
ville (Dist. No. 32) winning the honor of being the banner 
class. Nine pupils from this school took the examination and 
passed with a class average of 88, the highest individual aver- 
age being 94. 

The year just closed has been the first in which the system 
of issuing certificates and diplomas of honor for regular attend- 
ance was followed. The result has been more than gratifying, 
exceeding our most optimistic anticipations. 

Respectfully submitted, 

EDITH K. 0. CLARK, 
County Superintendent, 



WESTON COUNTY 

In compliance with your request I herewith submit the fol- 
lowing report of the schools of Weston county. The two years 
of school work have passed very rapidly and have been most 
interesting. 

There are now four districts in this county. In these four 
districts there are forty-eight schools with a total enrollment of 
one thousand fifty-five pupils. 

We have but three town schools. Newcastle is an accred- 
ited high school. Cambria has ten grades. Upton is taking up 
eleventh grade this year to accommodate some of the students. 
Newcastle employs eight teachers. Cambria and Upton each 
four teachers. 

Within the last two years Newcastle has built a $13,000.00 
addition. Cambria a new school house, costing about $8,000.00, 
and Upton has a new building costing $10,000.00 Several ne"w 
buildings have been put up in the county. 

All the schools are in a prosperous condition. Most of the 
rural teachers have their homes in this county and several of 
these are high school graduates from our own schools. Their 
work is very satisfactory. They are wide awake young teachers 
and anxious to succeed. 

The town teachers are receiving at least seventy-five dollars 
and the rural teachers forty-five and fifty, according to grade 
of certificate. 

The Course of Study issued by the State Superintendent in 
1912 is the basis of the work in our schools. The course out- 
lined for the Newcastle high school by Superintendent Fraizer 
is also used. 
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TABLE SHOWING NUMBER AND KIND OP CERTIFICATES RECOMMENDED 
BY THE BOARD OP EXAMINERS PROM SEft»T. 30, 1910, TO SEPT. 30, 1912 
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Coiinty examinations are given pupils who complete the 
eighth grade. I have made out the questions and corrected the 
papers. Those passing receive diplomas which admit them to 
the high schools of the county. This plan has been used here 
about a year and in this time thirty-two were successful in get- 
ting diplomas. Several others tried but failed in the examina- 
tion. Enrollment in the high schools this year is about seventy. 

Interesting and inspiring institutes are held each year. The 
last two years Mr. W. B. Mooney of Greeley, Colorado, and 
Miss Eleanor Davidson of Denver were instructors. The first 
year our teachers were so delighted with them that they were 
invited to come again this year. Their work was very prac- 
tical and a source of enthusiasm and culture. The attendance 
each year was about fifty. 

Last year the Weston County Teachers* Association met 
three times. Once in each town. Although it is hard for many 
of the teachers to be present there was a good attendance at 
each meeting. Much good resulted from these and it is hoped 
we will be able to have some meetings this year. 

I cannot write this without mentioning the members of our 
School Boards. We are blessed with the best set of men that 
any one could wish for. That is the great reason our schools 
are in such good condition. It is a pleasure to work with them. 
During my term in oflBce I have been much indebted to the 
State Superintendent, the State Board of Educational Exam- 
iners, our State University and the County Superintendent, with 
whom I have worked. 

With best wishes for the welfare of the schools of Wyo- 
ming. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ORISE L. CARPENTER, 

County Superintendent. 
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Hon. Rose A. Bird, 

State Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
Cheyenne, Wyoming. 
Dear Madam : 

In response to your request, I submit herewith a brief re- 
port on the University of Wyoming for the biennium which 
closed on June 30th last. Under separate cover I send you 
copies of the last annual catalogue of the University and the 
last annual report of the President of the Board of Trustees. 

Inasmuch as my administration began August 1st, I am 
able to submit only a somewhat formal report on a period which 
expired prior to my taking oflSce. 

The University Organization 

The University of Wyoming continues to respond to the de- 
mands of the people by offering courses in nearly all the depart- 
ments of a staildard university. Law and Medicine being the 
chief exceptions. In some aspects this policy has been diflScult 
to maintain because of the comparatively small number of stu- 
dents in the several departments. In other ways good results 
have been made possible because of co-ordination of depart- 
ments and the fact that the University of Wyoming is a unified, 
institution. 

Students in Liberal Arts, agriculture, engineering, and 
other departments come together under the same instructors 
in the more elementary classes. The same laboratories and 
libraries serve the interests of students of all departments. This 
avoidance of duplication with consequent economy and in- 
creased efl&ciency is a matter for congratulation, especially 
when one compares the situation in Wyoming with difficulties 
in other states where state institutions of higher education are 
scattered about and must compete with each other for public 
support. 

The following colleges, schools and departments are main- 
tained : 

The Graduate School. 
The College of Liberal Arts. 
The College of Agriculture. 
The College of Engineering. 
The Normal School. 
The Department of Commerce. 
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The Department of Home Economics. 
* The Department of Music. 
The Summer School. 
The Preparatory School. 
The Department of University Extension. 

The State Preparatory School 

The work of the University as an institution of higher 
education has been conditioned upon the development of high 
schools within the state. Since the number of district and 
county high schools giving standard courses of four years has 
been very limited (reaching only sixteen in 1912, the University 
has maintained a State Preparatory School. This Preparatory 
School serves the further purpose of a training school for the 
Normal School, giving teaching practice in secondary work to 
students fitting themselves to become high school teachers. 

It is a matter for congratulation that the attendance in the 
preparatory department has been steadily decreasing as good 
high schools (and particularly in Laramie) have been estab- 
lished. In 1911-12 the enrollment of students of preparatory 
grade numbered only forty-seven. 

Admission Requirements 

The University has been maintaining the requirement for 
regular admission to collegiate departments of the completion 
of a standard four-year high school course, including at least 
fifteen units. This requirement has tended to raise the standard 
of scholarship, putting the degrees of the University on an 
equal standing with those of other state universities of high 
rank. 

Entrance subjects are to include in all cases three units 
in English, two units in languages other than English, two and 
one-half units in Mathematics, one-half unit in Civics. Candi- 
dates for admission to technical Colleges of Agriculture and 
Engineering must also present one unit in Physics, and one-half 
unit in Solid Geometry. The remainder of the fifteen units may 
be presented in varying amounts in English, languages other 
than English, History, Political Economy, Psychology, Peda- 
gogy, Mathematics and Science, Vocational subjects. Book- 
keeping, Shorthand, Typewriting, Manual Training and Free- 
hand Drawing are recognized to a limited degree as entrance 
units for the Colleges of Engineering and Agriculture, the Nor- 
mal School, and the Department of Commerce and Home Eco- 
nomics. 

The purpose and effect of the above plan of admission re- 
cjuirements has been to leave high school authorities free to 
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adapt their curriculum to the needs of their several communi- 
ties, for pupils who may never enter a university, while at the 
same time making the transition from secondary to higher edu- 
cation as simple and natural as possible with due regard to 
proper training for beginning courses of university grade.- The 
University of Wyoming is in harmony with sister state univer- 
sities in this policy, as well as in the predominant use of cer- 
tificates instead of examinations to satisfy admission require- 
ments. 

The Normal School 

During the last two years the Normal School has had use of 
its new building, which has proved to be well adapted for its 
purposes. The building has accommodated the training school 
^nd preparatory school classes, as well as the other usual normal 
classes. Greatly increased efficiency has resulted from the im- 
proved facilities. A new emphasis has been made possible in 
the preparation of teachers for service in high schools. 

The Summer School 

The sixth session of the Summer School, now a fixed fea- 
ture of the University, was held from June 17th to July 26th, 
1912. It was the most successful session thus far held, being- 
attended by one hundred and six students, eighteen men and 
eighty-eight women. In 1911 the enrollment was sixty-eight 
students. The school is primarily for the teachers of the state 
and those preparing to teach, but twelve courses in six depart- 
ments of university grade were taught this year. Instruction 
was given by seventeen members of the regular faculty and 
four visiting instructors. Much of the work was arranged to 
meet the needs of the teachers who wished to study for exami- 
nations for certificates. That the results were good is shown 
not merely by the comments of satisfied students, but also by 
the high percentage of successful applicants who took the regu- 
lar examinations at the close of the session under the arrange- 
ments by the State Board of Examiners. 

The following constituted the faculty of instruction for the 
Summer School : 

Charles Oliver Merica, M. A.LL. D., President. 

Professor W. P. Burris, M. A., L. H. D., Dean of the College 
of Education, University of Cincinnati. 

Agues M. Wergeland, Ph. D., History. 

Grace Raymond Ilebard, M. D., Ph. D., Political Economy 

and Civics. 

Elmer George Hoefer, B. S., Engineering subjects. 

Arnold G. H. Bode, B. A., M. A., Music. 

J. R. Hutchison, LL. B., Commercial Studies. 
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J. 0. Creager, A. M., Education and allied lines. 

F. W. Heyl Ph. D., Chemistry. 

C. Eben Stromquist, Ph. D., Mathematics. 

Clara Prahl, Training School. 

Mabel A. Land DeKay, B. A., Dramatics and Expression. 

John L. Hunton, Music. 

Emma Howell Knight, Adviser of Women. 

0. 6. Wichmann, German. 

F. S. Burrage, B. A., American Literature. 

Leslie Bailey Cook, B. A., Latin. 
Evangeline Downey, B. A., Mathematics. 
Merle Kissick, B. A., Home Economics. 

V. H„ Rowland, Botany. 

Harry Hollenback, Home Economics. 

Eugenia Neer, Physical Culture. 

A. L. Burgoon, Superintendent of Schools, Dianmondville, 
Wyoming, Manual Training. 

W. E. Kemp, Superintendent of Schools, Lander, Wyoming, 
Grammar. 

Leon Fraizer, Superintendent of Schools, Newcastle, Wyo- 
ming, Arithmetic. 

The College of Agriculture 

The past two years have brought important improvements 
in the e<iuipment of the College of Agriculture. Farm buildings 
and farm machinery, livestock, laboratory apparatus, technical 
libraries — all have been bettered. The University has been 
seeking to provide the necessary facilities for education in agri- 
culture so that the young men and women of Wyoming need 
not go outside the state for technical training in this funda- 
mental industry of applied science. 

The Experiment Station 

Likewise the work of the Experiment Station has been 
broadened and strengthened. The failure of legislation to sup- 
plement income from federal government funds prevented the 
maintenance of experiment and demonstration farms which 
had been planned. But the results of experiments carried on 
by the staff have brought great benefits to the livestock and 
farming interests. A file of scientific bulletins published in the 
last two years is herewith forwarded. 

University Extension 

An essential feature of the University work is its Extension 
Department. Despite inability in the last two years to rim 
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demonstration trains, to hold institutes and moveable schools, 
or to keep demonstration agents in the field, a large amount 
of public service has been rendered. Lectures and addresses 
have been given in many places. Teachers' Institutes have been 
conducted. Thousands of practical circulars and letters have 
been mailed. Expert advice has been freely given to inquirers. 
Correspondence courses have been taken by students unable to 
study in residence in the University. 

Agricultural Hall 

When the University obtained its special tax levy by act 
of the last Legislature the Board of Trustees undertook to re- 
serve funds, not to be used on maintenance account, to provide 
for current building needs. A sum of about $55,000.00 has, in 
consequence, been set aside for beginning the construction of 
some needed building. After careful consideration, the Board 
of Trustees has taken the preliminary steps to erect an Agricul- 
tural Hall. They believe that the importance of agricultural 
education and experiments to Wyoming is indicated by the 
great agricultural development which is rapidly taking place. 
The associated College of Agriculture and Experiment Station 
cannot do their best work without larger and better equipped 
quarters. Other departments also need the space now occupied 
for agriculture. Great weight has also been given to the con- 
sideration that state funds must supplement the generosity of 
the federal government in supporting the Experiment Station 
and instruction in agriculture and mechanic arts. 

A reduced copy of the architect 's sketch in perspective of 
the new building, chosen by the Board after an impartial com- 
petition, accompanies this report. 

The Faculty 

The membership of the faculty in all departments, for re- 
search and instruction, is appended. This list includes all who 
served during the regular year 1911-12 as well as those ap- 
pointed for 1912-13. 

Charles Oliver Merica, M. D., LL. D., President and Professor 
of English. Not continuing 1912-13. 

Clyde Augustus Duniway, M. A., Ph. D., President and 
Professor of History. Beginning 1912-13. 

Aven Nelson, M. A., Ph. D., Professor of Biology and 
Curator of Rocky Mountain Herbarium. 

Justus Freeland Soule, M. A., Professor of Greek and Latin. 

Henry Merz, M. A., Professor of German and French. 

Charles Bascom Ridgaway, M. S., Sc. D., Professor of 
Mathematics. 
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Agnes Matilda Wergeland, Ph. D., Professor of History 
and Spanish. 

Helen Middlekauff, Professor of the English Language and 
Literature. 

Henry Granger Knight, M. A., Director of the Experiment 
Station and Professor of Agricultural Chemistry. 

June Etta Downey, M. A., Ph. D., Professor of Philosophy, 
and English and Principal of the Department of University 
Extension. 

Grace Raymond Hebard, M. D., Ph. D., Professor of Politi- 
cal Economy and Librarian. 

Elmer George Hoefer, B. S., Professor of Mechanical Engi- 
neering. 

John Conrad Fitterer, M. S., C. E., Professor of Civil and 
Irrigation Engineering. 

Arthur Emmons Bellis, M. S., Professor of Physics. 
Theory of Music and Director of the School of Music, not 
continuing 1912-13. 

John R. Hutchison, LL. B., Professor of Commercial 
Studies, not continuing 1912-13. 

Alpheus Davis Faville, B. S., Professor of Animal Hus- 
bandry and Station Husbandman. 

John. A. Hill, B. S., Wool Expert, Professor of Textile In- 
dustry. 

Otto L. Prien, M. D. V.,- B. S., Professor of Veterinary 
Science and Station Veterinarian. Leave of absence 1912-13. 

Thomas S. Parsons, M. S., Professor of Agronomy and StaT 
tion Agronomist. 

John Oscar Creager, A. M., Principal of the State Normal 
School and Professor of Education. 

Albert C. Boyle, M. E., A. M., Professor of Mining Engi- 
neering. 

Fred W. Heyl, Ph. D., Professor of Chemistry. 

Ross B. Moudy, M. S., Professor of Chemistry and State 
Chemist. 

Emeline S. Whitcomb, B. S., Professor of Home Economics. 

Beverly C. Daly, First Lieutenant, U. S. A., Retired. Pro- 
fessor of Military Science and Tactics. 

C. Eben Stromquist, Ph. D., Professor of Mathematics. 

Benjamin H. Grave, Ph. D., Professor of Zoology. 

Emma Howell Knight, B. A., Assistant in Home Economics 
and Adviser of Women. 

Eva Meek, Director of Department of Music, Instructor in 
Vocal Music and Violin. 
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R. H. Prien, M. D. V., Acting Professor of Veterinary 
Science and Station Veterinarian. For 1912-13. 

E. Deane Hnnton, B. S., Assistant Professor of Commercial 
Studies. Beginning 1912-13. 

Ruth Adsit, Supervisor of the Training School. 

William Harlow Reed, Curator of the Museum and In- 
structor in Geology. 

Maud H. Fling, M. A., Instructor in Greek and Latin. 

Mabel A. Land De^^ay, B. A., Instructor in English. 

Jessie B. Hutchinson, Instructor in Stenography and Type- 
writing. Not continuing 1912-13. 

Robert J. Cowper, Instructor in Shop Work. 

Harold I. Dean, B. A., Athletic Director and Coach. Not 
continuing 1912-13. 

Amy G. Abbot, A. B., Inst^-uctor in English. 

Charles J. Oviatt, M. S., Assistant Wool Expert and In- 
structor in Animal Husbandry. Leave of absence 1912-13. 
John L. Hunton, Instructor upon Piano. 
Otto G. Wichmann, Instructor in German. 

Bessie Van Buskirk, Instructor in Home Economics. Not 
continuing 1912-13. 

Wilbur A. Hitchcock, Instructor in Engineering. 

Katharine Powel, B. S., Instructor in Domestic Art. Be- 
ginning 1912-13. 

Mae Merle Kissick, B. A., B. S., Instructor in History, Pre- 
paratory School. Beginning 1912-13. 

Leon C. Exelby, B. S., Instructor in Animal Husbandry and 
Athletic Coach. Beginning 1912-13. 

M. J. Mallery, A" M., Instructor in Commercial Studies, 
Beginning 1912-13. 

Annie Wilson Rowland, B. Mus., Instructor in Piano and 
Organ. Beginning 1912-13. 

J. Ethel Brown, A. B., Supervisor of Music in the Training 
School. 

Flora Nethercote, Supervisor of Drawing in the Training 
School. 

Clara Prahl, B. A., B. Ped., Critic Teacher in the Training 
School. 

Gertrude Pouting, B. A., Critic Teacher in the Training 
School. 

Katherine Nenno, Critic Teacher in the Training School. 

Dorothy Worthington, B. Ped., Critic Teacher in the Train- 
ing School. 

Marion Roberts, Assistant in Training School. 

Helen Nelson, Assistant in Training School. 
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Alice Downey, Assistant in Training School. 
Mrs. Clara Bowman, Assistant in Training School. 
Lucile Wright, Assistant in Training School. 
Mary Hollenback, Assistant in Training School. 
Eugenia Neer, Assistant in Athletics for Women. 
Frank Edgar Hepner, M. S., Research Chemist. 
Leroy D. Swingle, Ph. D., Research Parasitologist. 
Sylvester K. Loy, Ph. D., Research Chemist. 
Karl T. Steik, A. M., Engineering Chemist. 
John M. McGee, A. M., Assistant State Chemist. 

Statistics of EnroUment 

The enrollment in the University in all departments for 
the year 1911-12 numbered three hundred and seventeen dif- 
ferent students. 

The Summer School of 1911 was attended by sixty-eight 
students. 

During the regular semesters of 1911-12 the enrollment was 
two hundred and sixty-one. 

Of this number forty-seven were in the Preparatory School, 
while thirty-four took courses only in the School of Music, and 
twenty-one took special instruction only in the practical courses 
in Home Economics. 

The College of Liberal Arts had forty-six students en- 
rolled. 

The technical Colleges of Agriculture and Engineering had 
forty-eight students enrolled. 

There were twenty-seven Normal School students, besides 
those from the other colleges and departments taking courses 
in this school. 

Major work in the Department of Commerce was registered 
for by twenty-six students, and in Home Economics by seven 
students. 

Correspondence courses were being taken by nine students. 

In Conclusion 

The resignation of President C. O. Merica, submitted on 
March 23rd, took effect on July 3l8t. 

The Board of Trustees on May 3rd elected the undersigned 
to fill the vacancy and to enter upon his duties on August 1st. 

The University of Wyoming is well started upon an area of 
large public service. To the degree that the people of the state 
through their representatives in the state government provide 
adequate resources, the Board of Trustees and the President 
and Pacuutly will render expert scientific and educational ser- 
vice for Wyoming. C. A. DUNIWAY, 

President. 
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Office of 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

Cheyenne, Wyo., Sept. 30, 1914. 

In compliance with the provisions of Section 263 of the 
Wyoming Compiled Statutes of 1910, I have the honor to sub- 
mit herewith the biennial report of the State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction for the period of the two years beginning 
September 30th, 1912 and ending September 30th, 1914, show- 
ing as fully as possible the growth and development of the 
public school system throughout the state. 

The statistics herein enumerated are compiled chiefly from 
the reports furnished the office of the State Superintendent by 
the several County Superintendents of the state. These re- 
ports show the receipts and disbursements of the state, county 
and district school funds; the number of schools in each dis- 
trict; the number of pupils attending school in each district; 
the number of teachers and their grades of certificates; the 
value of school property, and other facts that are deemed 
necessary for the information of the Legislature and for the 
Governor and that are of interest to the public. 

Recommendations as to needed legislation are also incor- 
porated in this report. The majority of these recommenda- 
tions were incorporated in the biennial report of 1911 and 1912 
and presented to the Legislature. Many of the changes, how- 
ever, which I wished inaugurated have become laws during the 
four years of my incumbency in office, the Twelfth Legislature 
having passed the following measures : 

The Bemittance of School Funds. 

Chapter 15, S. L. 1913, makes it compulsory for the County 
Superintendent and County Treasurer, when remitting funds to 
the School District Treasurer, to advise the clerk of said dis- 
trict of such remittance. 

District Boundary Board. 

Chapter 42, S. L. 1913, provides for a District Boundary 
Board composed of the County Superintendent of Schools and 
the Board of County Commissioners. Before this law was 
passed, the division of school districts was left entirely in the 
hands of the County Superintendent which made it diflfiult for 
both the county superintendent and the patrons. 



6 BIENNIAL REPORT 

Teachers ' Institute. 

Chapter 44, S. L. 1913, makes it compulsory for all teachers 
to attend the County Teachers' Institute. It was customary to 
conduct institute annually in each county, necessitating the ex- 
penditure of large sums of money, hut there was no provision 
by which the teacher was compelled to attend. Under the 
present law, if the teacher has not a sufficient and reasonable 
excuse for being absent from institute, his or her certificate, 
may, upon complaint of the County Superintendent, be revoked 
by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction. This law 
also provides that two or three counties may unite and join 
their funds so that more and better instructors and lecturers 
may be employed. 

Law Providing for Taxation for School Purposes. 

(,'hapter 52, S. L. 1913, was enacted with a view of aiding 
weak rural school districts. It provides that the county fluids 
shall be divided according to the number of teachers who were 
employed for a period of six months instead of apportioning 
such funds according to the number of pupils in the district 
which gave the city schools large sums of money and left the 
rural and outlying districts with a small proportion of the 
county funds. 

Course of Study for Elementary Schools. 

Cliapter 53, S. L. 1913, provides for the preparation of a 
Wyoming state course of study. Formerly the teachers used 
courses of study selected at random from other states and as a 
result the courses of study were not uniform and in most cases 
did not fit the needs of the schools of our state. It is now the 
duty of the State Superintendent of Public Instruction to pre- 
pare a course of study for the elementary schools of the state. 
This law also specifies the subjects which shall be taught and 
it is the duty of the County Superintendents to see that the 
course of study is used in their respective counties. Wyoming 
has now had its own course of study for three years and the 
work throughout the state has been uniform. More attention 
has also been devoted to the history, civil government and 
geography of the state of Wyoming. Agriculture too has been 
a subject which has become one of the requirements to be 
taught in the schools of the state. 

Penalty for Failure of District Clerk to Make Report. 

Chapter 92, S. L. 1913, provides a penalty for the failure of 
the District Clerk to make report to the County Superintend- 
ent. This law specifies that the clerk shall forfeit the sum of 
$25 and be liable on his ofiicial bond for all losses resulting to 
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the district for failure to make the proper report. Until the 
passage of this law, it was impossible in a great many cases for 
the County Superintendent to receive from the district clerks a 
proper report of the standing and condition of the districts, 
which sometimes resulted in the loss of money to the district 
through an incorrect enumeration of the school census. 

Agriculture. 

Chapter 102, S. L. 1913. 

Since a provision has been made for a state course of study 
and the subject of agriculture has been embodied in the sub- 
jects to be taught, it was also necessary to amend and re-enact 
that section of our law which provides the subjects required in 
order to obtain a certificate and the subject of agriculture was 
included : 

There are a few measures, however, which T believe are 
still necessary to meet the needs of the state as they exist at the 
present time : 

Transportation or Boarding of Pupils. 

I believe that some provision should be made for the trans- 
portation or the boarding of pupils who live in isolated dis- 
tricts. This office is constantly receiving letters from people 
inquiring if there is some provision for pupils who live a great 
distance from school. In a great many districts, school boards 
have adopted rules that no school shall be maintained unless 
there are a certain number of pupils to attend and where the 
required number cannot be furnished, these children are left 
without a school. Some provision should be made whereby 
these children could be transported or boarded at some nearby 
school. In a great many of the districts throughout the state, 
the board has simply allowed a certain sum, usually $15 per 
pupil for the boarding of these children at some adjacent school. 

County Uniformity of Text Books. 

Under the present system of purchasing text books, I find 
that there is a great deal of money being squandered. The 
Boards of Trustees as a rule, have neither the time nor the 
knowledge to select the necessary books and apparatus for 
school purposes, and as a result, our schools are being filled 
with worthless books and school apparatus. I believe that we 
should have a law providing for a board composed of repre- 
sentative school men and women of the county whose duty it 
would be to recommend uniform text books and apparatus for 
the use in the schools throughout the county. 
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Salary of Coimty Supermiendent. 

There in a clause in the Constitution of the state which 
contains a provision fixing the maximum salaries of certain 
county oflficers of which the County Superintendent is one and 
the lowest on the list. The salary' of the County Superintend- 
ent at the present time in the first class counties is $900, in sec- 
ond class counties, $750, in third class counties $600. and in 
fourth class counties $500. 

The office of the County Superintendent should be worthy 
of the name and it should pay a salary sufficient so that men 
and women who are eminently qualified to fill the position 
could devote their whole time and attention to the duties of 
that office. With the present salary that is impossible and I 
urge the Thirteenth Legislature of Wyoming to take the neces- 
sary' steps to give the people of the state the opportunity to 
vote upon the question of an amendment to the Constitution. 

Coimty Superintendents' Meeting. 

During the past four years I have made two or three 
efforts to arrange for a meeting of the County Superintendents 
of the state. There is no question as to the amount of good 
that could be accomplished if the State Superintendent and the 
County Superintendents of the State could gather together, 
organize the school system and inaugurate such changes as they 
deem necessary. Such a meeting, however, has been impos- 
sible in the past because the salaries of the County Superintend- 
ents are so small that they did not feel justified in paying their 
own expenses and there is no provision by law authorizing the 
payment of such expenses out of the county funds. 

I, therefore, recommend that this legislature make some 
provision for a County Superintendents' meeting. 

Medical Inspection. 

Some provision for medical inspection under the direction 
of a local school board should be provided in each county. A 
great many pupils are considered dull, when as a matter of 
fact their apparent dullness is simply the result of some 
physical defect. 



SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 9 

On March 31st, 1913, the following amounts were dis- 
tributed from the Common School Land Income Fund : 

County Enrollment. Apportionment. 

Albany 2,172 $ 12,968.72 

Big Horn 2,993 17,870.80 

Carbon 2,326 13,888.23 

Converse 1,687 10,072.85 

Crook 2,027 12,102.94 

Fremont 1,977 11,804.40 

Johnson 994 5,935.04 

Laramie 6,091 36,368.65 

Natrona 852 5,087.17 

Park 1,220 7,284.45 

Sheridan 3,707 22,134.00 

Sweetwater 2,790 16,658.72 

Uinta 5,686 33,950.35 

Weston 1.264 7,547.17 

Totals 35,786 $213,673.49 





Number of Children in District According to Census 
Between Ages of 6 and 21 




Native Born 


Foreign Bom 


a 


COUNTIES 




Female 


© 


J3 

"a 


S 


"3 
e 


Total Native 
Foreign 


Albany 


1112 

1204 

1028 

202 

421 

820 

878 

881 

122 

486 

1671 

2086 

516 

144 

628 

524 

1754 

1153 

896 

222 

667 


982 

1112 

935 

187 

414 

806 

767 

402 

112 

456 

1621 

1641 

446 

162 

624 

474 

1782 

1142 

863 

212 

627 


2094 

2816 

1958 

389 

885 

1626 

1645 

783 

234 

942 

4244 

3727 

962 

306 

1252 

998 

3536 

2295 

1759 

434 

1294 

32677 


58 

20 

40 

8 

1 

16 

13 

7 

29 

4 

108 

124 

7 

2 

2 

32 

160 

283 

14 

4 

7 


12 

14 

37 

8 

19 

6 

11 

15 

6 

100 

102 

2 

1 

16 

74 

187 

10 

2 

5 


70 

34 

77 

11 

1 

35 

19 

18 

44 

10 

208 

226 

9 

3 

2 

48 

284 

420 

24 

6 

12 


2164 


Big Horn 


2850 


Carbon 


2082 


Campbell 


400 


Converse — 


886 


Crook 


1661 


Fremont 


1664 


Goshen — 


801 


Hot SorinfTS -. 


408 


Johnson 


952 


Laramie 


4452 


Lincoln 


3953 


Natrona 


971 


Xiobrara 


592 


Park — 


1254 


Platte 


1046 


Sheridan - 


8770 


Sweetwater 


2715 


Uinta 


1788 


Washakie - 


440 


Weston 


1806 


Totals 


16910 


15767 


884 


627 


1511 


85560 
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Qualification of Teachers Now Holding 
Certificates 


Counties 


Professional 
First Grade 


Professional 
Second Grade 


Diploma 
Certificate 


9 

U 

o 
£ 


9 

1 
o 

a 
o 
o 
« 
00 


9 

2 

o 

Is 


1 — 
Temporary 
Certificate 


Albany ..___ __«_-__-_—_-_-_ 


10 

7 
9 
6 
2 

7 
4 

1 
2 
5 
6 
4 
1 
1 
8 
8 
4 
1 
3 
3 


16 
9 

17 
2 

11 

12 

4 





6 

28 

14 

14 

2 

9 

11 

86 

14 

15 

12 

7 


5 
2 


1 
8 

1 


4 
12 

5 

8 
4 

5 





16 

2 

14 

1 

9 
11 
12 

8 
22 
27 

6 

? 

10 
21 
9 
9 
1 



84 
88 
22 

7 
16 
54 
42 
28 

9 
18 
75 
45 
14 
14 
21 
48 
88 
88 
15* 
14 
18 


11 

11 
6 

5 

11 
7 
1 
1 
7 

16 

11 
1 
2 
8 
6 

10 
5 

11 
2 

25 
185 


4 


Big Horn 


2 


Carbon _. -.- 


8 


Campbell «.—_-_- — — —_ .— -.— — 





Conyerse -— .- -—-—_-_——_—._-._» 


2 


Crook 


2 


Fremont -_«__- -—.—————. 


2 


Goshen -_-—_— -— -— — — -— - 





Hot SDrinffs — - - -.-_-«--——---_ 





Johnson —__---_ _.-._---—_--—_— 





Ijaramie _..__ _-_ .__-____.; .__. 


1 


Lincoln —_—---.. -.——_—«—_»_—_ 





Natrona «——_—_——-——-—-—— 


1 


Niobrara - --»«- — 


1 


Park 


8 


Platte 


3 


Sheridan « - -— - -- -- 


2 


Sweetwater -— -- -— -.-_«- 





Uinta 





Washakie 





Weston 


9 




81 


229 


45 


248 


594 
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On March 31st, 1914, the following amounts were dis- 
tributed from the Common School Land Income Fund : 

County Enrollment. Apportionment. 

Albany 2,164 $ 14,009.52 

Big Horn 2,350 15,213.67 

Carbon 2,032 13,154.96 

Campbell 400 2,589.56 

Converse 836 5,412.18 

Crook 1,661 10,753.15 

Fremont 1,664 10,772.57 

Goshen 801 5,185.59 

Hot Springs 408 2,641.35 

Johnson 952 6.163.15 

Laramie 4,452 28,824.59 

Lincoln 3,953 25,591.33 

Natrona _'_> 971 6,286.16 

Niobrara 592 3,832.55 

Park 1,254 8,118.27 

Platte 1,046 6,771.70 

Sheridan 3,770 24,406.60 

Sweetwater 2,715 ' 17,576.64 

Uinta 1,783 11,542.96 

Washakie 440 2,848.52 

Weston . 1,306 8,454.91 

Totals 35,550 $230,149.93 
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Cheyenne, Wyo., Nov. 19, 1914. 
Mrs. Rose A. Bird-Malev, 

State Supt. of Public Instruction, 
Cheyenne, Wyoming. 
My dear Mrs. Maley: 

Replying to your re(|uest.for suggestions concerning legis- 
lative measures relating to the needs of the State Hoard of 
Examiners, we would respectfully submit the following: 

First ; 

A repeal of the present law which grants third grade cer- 
tificates to High School graduates, as in the majority of cases 
no thought of teaching has been in their minds and conse- 
ciuently no adequate preparation has been made. 

Possibly an amendment of this law requiring certain pro- 
fessional study of such graduates would meet our needs tem- 
porarily. 

Second : 

A law setting standard requirements for the certification 
of High School teachers. 

Third: 

A law by which correspondence courses at the State Uni- 
versity in professional subjects may be accepted as a mode of 
renewing teachers' certificates; such a law repealing or amend- 
ing the present law which provides for the renewal of cer- 
tificates by Reading Circle work. 

Very respectfully, 

J. 0. CREAGER, President 

RUTH JONES, 

MAMIE E. HEFFERON, Secretary. 



SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 



2Z 



TABLE SHOWING NUMBER AND KIND OF CERTIFICATES RECOMMENDED 
BY THE BOARD OF EXAMINERS FROM SEPT. 30, 1912, TO SEPT. 30, 1914. 
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County Superintendents' Reports 



ALBANY COUNTY 

In summarizing school conditions in Albany county for the 
past two years we are pleased to state that fourteen new rural 
schools have been established. There are one hundred five 
teachers in the county. Thirty of these are employed in the 
Laramie schools, two at Bosler and two at Rock River. The 
balance of seventy-one are located in one room rural schools. 

The department of Domestic Science and Manual Training 
was added to the Laramie high school last year under consid- 
erable protest. The work has met the needs of the pupils to 
such an extent that at present if the department were abolished 
a greater protest would be offered. 

The subject of Agriculture has been acceptable. Profes- 
sor Parsons of the Wyoming University who delivered five 
forty-five minute lectures on various topics at the 1913 teach- 
ers ' institute certainly imbued the teachers with the importance 
of the subject. 

The school house, particularly in the out-lying districts, 
is fast becoming the social center. The teachers, as a rule, are 
glad to hold entertainments by the pupils or invite a lecturer, 
to which parents and in fact the people of the whole neighbor- 
hood are expected. In some instances an admission is charged 
which enables the pupils to add a new picture, organ, or some 
other desired possession to their school room. 

A move is being made to organize an Association of Board 
members to be a factor of the teachers' institute. There are 
twenty -five school districts with seventy-eight Board members, 
seventeen of these being women. A spirit of co-operation or 
even rivalry would be in line of progress. 

A selected list of texts for the rural schools has been made. 
In nearly every district, the new books purchased were from 
the list recommended. We hope within the next two years to 
have county uniformity of texts. 

Twenty-two pupils were graduated from the high school 
last June. Thirty-five pupils have passed the eighth grade in 
the rural schools during the last two years. The City Superin- 
tendent arranges the sets of eighth grade questions giving an 
equal chance to both rural and town eighth grades. 
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The teaching force is adequate to at least five times the 
number of pupils that are found in the sparsely settled sections. 

Respectfully submitted, 
N. ARTISEE ERICKSON, 
County Superintendent, Albany coimty. 



BIG HORN COUNTY 

Since the last biennial report submitted from this office, the 
county has been divided, some of the districts going into 
Washakie county, and some to Hot Springs county. There are 
now 33 districts in Big Horn county. The census for 1914 
shows 2250 children of school age, in the county; the total 
enrollment for 1913-14 was 1813 and there were 245 attending 
high school. 

Five new school houses were built last year, and there are 
several now in course of construction. 

Of the teachers employed in 1913-14, there were fourteen 
holding professional certificates, nine holding first grade, 
thirty-nine holding second grade and only eight teaching on 
third grade certificates. 

The wages are increasing, the average paid to male teach- 
ers being $72.41, while the average for female teachers is 
$61.07. 

I think the schools will never be the success they should 
be until there is more uniformity in text-books, and if recom- 
mending secured results, I should recommend that laws be 
passed giving the County Superintendent more power to act 
in hiring teachers, condemning old school houses, approving 
plans for new ones, etc. 

In 1913 and in 1914 Big Horn and Washakie counties 
held joint institutes. Both were w^ell attended and proved of 
much benefit to the teachers present. 

On the whole, conditions are improving in Big Horn coun- 
ty. The teaching of sewing and agriculture has been a great 
help in securing the co-operation of the parents, who, as well 
as the teachera and pupils are becoming more interested in the 
school work each year. 

Respectfullv submitted, 

A. F. FILLERUP, 
County Superintendent. 
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CAMPBELL COUNTY 

Report ou Condition of Schools of Campbell County 
Two years ago our county was unorganized, our school 
districts were likewise and in a fundless condition except for 
the one in which Gillette is located, viz, No.l which received 
a sum of some six hundred and eighty dollars from the parent 
county (Crook). 

The schools then numbered twelve, but at the organization 
of school districts and election of oflficers of the same on May 
6, 1913, six new schools were established in the several dis- 
tricts and voted the erection of three new buildings. Only 
three rural school buildings were to be found in this vast 
county. The schools were held in old vacated cabins, well 
ventilated usually which necessitated summer terms. 

On my first round of visits I could feel sincerest sympathy 
for both teachers and pupils for buildings and apparatus being 
in so great need that teaching school made the building of the 
pyramids look like child's play. My principal work was to 
encourage the faithful guides who labored so hard with inade- 
quate tools and equipment. 

But it takes time to get founded in anything and when the 
funds came in from special levy and county tax, the school 
officers whose hearts had long been sad and whose minds had 
been intent on securing an inheritance fund from the parent 
districts, began to have visions of good buildings and sufficient 
apparatus along with good teachers to promote the greatest 
cause of this great land — that of educating the youth. In 
every instance the school officers have co-operated with teach- 
ers, patrons and superintendent for the betterment of schools. 
As a consequence we have eight very good and omfortable 
buildings erected during the past year, while two are now in 
process of erection. 

Another feature which I mention with approbation is the 
fact that the best grade of certificate is none too good to qualify 
teachers to teach in our county. The trustees recognizing the 
vital importance of first class teachers, have perceptibly raised 
the salary of teachers holding first and professional certificates 
and in some cases, they have voted to hire none but first class 
teachers. 

In two rural schools during the past year, ninth grade 
work was done — one pupil taking a Latin and the other a 
German course. In both cases the work was carried on very 
satisfactorily and at the end of eight months the pupils had 
completed more work than those pupils enrolled in our Gillette 
High School. 

Music is a subject that is receiving attention and it has 
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almost become imperative that the teacher has a musical as well 
as a didactic education. 

On the eve of my retirement from office, as 1 expect to at 
the close of 1914, I will be content to view with satisfaction the 
past work done in the schools of Campbell county, but will 
with interest visualize the future when the schools of this 
county shall rank well with those of the first of our land and 
when all boys and girls of this sparsely settled region may 
gain a good common school education without leaving their 
homes. 

JOSEPHINE ANDERSON, 

County Superintendent. 



C^ARBON COUNTY 

District No. 1, at Carbon, has practically been abandoned 
since nearly every family has gone away from the camp. This 
was the first district in Carbon county, but it has been steadily 
going down until this last year when it will be done away with 
and the territory now comprising that district will be turned 
into some of the more thriving districts. 

District 2 has two schools, one in each part of the district, 
because the distance is too great for all the pupils to attend 
one school. 

In Rawlins there have been two ward buildings erected, 
one in the east part of town and one in the west end. These 
buildings were intended for the relief of the congestion in the 
primary grades, there being two rooms in each school. They 
are well equipped with every modern convenience and fill a 
much needed want in Rawlins. One of the basement rooms in 
the main building has been fitted up for a chemical laboratory. 
There are twenty teachers in the Rawlins schools. Two of this 
number take care of the departmental work in seventh and 
eighth grades. 

Three of the schools in the Snake River country have 
formed themselves into a High School District, namely the 
town of Baggs, or Dist. No. 4, Sand Creek, No. 16, and Dist. 
No. 29. The new school will be located at Baggs, but is not 
yet ready for occupancy. However, bonds have been sold and 
work will begin soon. 

District No. 5 at Elk Mountain continues to grow to the 
extent of needing two teachers at the present time. 

Medicine Bow school has issued bonds to improve the 
school facilities, in the matter of room and equipment. 

The union Pacific Coal Company who own the buildinjfs 
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occupied by the school at Haiina has added two rooms to give 
room for the congested conditions prevailing at that place. 

The school house at No. 8, near Encampment has been 
moved from a field to a more accessible place in the district and 
near the county road. Also other needed improvements have 
been made on the property. 

The Saratoga district now hires five teachers against four 
formerly. The extra teacher takes care of a mixed room of 
children in the north part of the district about a mile from the 
town of Saratoga. In the main school at this place there are 
some high school grades, as high as tenth grade. 

The Savery school has been clamoring for better and high- 
er schools for a good many years. They now have one teacher 
devoted entirely to high school branches and they have at least 
part of a three year high school. 

The Encampment school is one of the few schools in th(* 
county which has seen reverses. This past year there were only 
two regular teachers while there have been three heretofore, 
however, the original number will hold forth there next year. 

The school on Hi-ush Creek is always making some im- 
provement. Last winter the teacher got up an entertainment 
the proceeds of which -were used to stain the wood work and 
otherwise renovate the interior of the building. 

The building at Pass Creek is a log one, but is most com- 
fortable and commodious. This school. No. 17, is situated about 
twelve miles from the town of Saratoga in an agricultural dis- 
trict. 

District No. 24 is another strictly rural school community. 
Here there are two or three schools in the one district owing to 
the great distance that the pupils would have to walk or ride 
if the school could not be divided as to location. This school 
is the most remote one in the coimty, being almost on th(^ 
county line between Carbon and Albany counties. District 
No. 26, on Spring Creek has a similar arrangement having two 
schools in the district. 

The Dixon school formerly hiring but one teacher now 
maintains a primary and an advanced room. The attendance 
has increased so materially that the district has issued bonds 
to build the necessary room for the children.^ 

The school at Slater or near there has been taking a pro- 
longed vacation it would seem since they have not had enough 
school to come in for a share of the school money for next year. 

No. 25 is a new school which has begun by having a time 
securing a teacher. It seems that they just cannot get a teach- 
er who for some reason or other does not find it necessary to 
leave before the necessary six months have been completed. 
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• 

Districts 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 35, and 36 are all small rural 
schools but are all in a fllourishing condition, from a financial 
standpoint. The same can be said of No. 12. District No. 11 
is well enough supplied with funds, but there are so few chil- 
dren going to school there that the school interest is at a low 
ebb as must necessarily be the case when just two or three 
pupils are in daily attendance. 

The need of a great many of the Carbon county schools is 
consolidation. In many localities two or three of the present 
small schools could be combined to an immense advantage. 
In this way the amount of money that is now utilized to build 
and equip a school for from two to ten scholars could be made 
to serve a very much greater number. 

The tendency on the whole is, I believe, toward the better- 
ment of school conditions, but in my opinion the improvement 
is too slow. The improvement along the lines of better build- 
ings, the modern equipment and sanitation of the same have 
not kept pace with the other improvements of our civilization. 

Respectfully submitted, 

PRANCES B. SMITH, 
County Superintendent. 



CONVERSE COUNTY 

Since the last biennial report. Converse coimty has been 
divided. We now have eighteen school districts, thirty rural 
schools, two city schools and a county high school. 

The work of the County School Board association has in- 
creased in scope and influence. Two special meetings were 
called during the past year ; one for the western portion of the 
county was held at Glenrock; for the eastern part at Lost 
Springs. 

The school districts were well represented by members of 
their respective school boards. Good audiences at both places 
showed the interest of the people. 

The subjects considered were ** Consolidation of Rural 
Schools,'' *' Medical Inspection in our Public Schools,'' *'The 
Introduction of Vocational Work into the Country Schools." 

The well written papers were followed by enthusiastic dis- 
cussions. The good seed was sown for a profitable harvest in 
due season. 

The next annual meeting of this Association will be held 
in Douglas, September third. The questions for consideration 
are — **The Basis for Promotion," *' Shall Class Work be Given 
Credit at the Final Examinations" **The Relation of Home and 
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School Work. **The Revision of the present list of text books 
adopted for the County." 

The State Course of Study is the basis of school work in 
both city and country schools and with our uniform text books 
the same outlines for the various subjects, in all the schools, 
the work has been most satisfactory. 

A regular system of writing, under the supervision of the 
principal of the commercial department of the County High 
School is to be used in all our schools the coming year. 

Exercises are held for the graduates from the eighth grade 
at Glenrock and Douglas to which the rural pupils are invited. 
We had two fine classes this year. So inspiring were the talks, 
so inviting the music and decorations, that it becomes an in- 
centive for the pupils to stick to their work make their grades 
and graduate. The tenor of the whole program is to urge a 
continuation of school work and the results are gratifying. 

The interest of the past has developed into action and the 
people of Converse county are alive to the welfare of her 
schools. 

The school of but one or two pupils is a thing of the past 
in this county, most of our schools having made the average 
required to draw the money from the general county fund. 

Respectfullv submitted, 

MAUD DAWES, 
County Superintendent. 



CROOK COUNTY 

In compliance with your request, I present the following 
summary of the schools of Crook county for the last two years: 

The Sundance school has two additional years of work, 
giving now the full four years of High School work, and em- 
ploying six teachers in all. We feel proud of the fact that the 
first year the school was in operation, there were four to grad- 
uate from the four year course. 

The Moorcroft school. District No. 16 is doing splendid 
work and has a very progressive corps of teachers. The last 
two years the entire eighth grade class has been promoted after 
' passing the county examinations. The school building in this 
district is the best in the county and several improvements 
have been made during the present vacation. 

About one year ago District No. 2 introduced the Palmer 
Method of Penmanship in its schools and since then a number 
of the other districts have done the same and the improvement 
in the pupils' penmanship is already noticeable. The teachers 
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have co-operated with me most readily to secure a uniform 
county system of penmanship. 

A movement was initiated at the last annual meeting to 
secure the division of District 10 which at present contains 
thirty-three schools and covers such a large territory that it is 
felt one school board cannot do justice to the work. 

Three school houses are now in the process of construction 
making a total of ninety-two school houses in the county. 
Owing to a change in the population three of these buildings 
were not in use the past year, but in several localities where it 
does not as yet seem wise to erect permanent school-houses, the 
school is maintained in buildings owned by private parties. 

Several of our teachers this year took advantage of the 
summer session at Laramie and all speak highly of the benefit 
obtained from the work. Some of our former pupils are en- 
rolled at the University as regular students. 

The study of agriculture has been taken up with enthusi- 
asm and we had a number of quite extensive school gardens. 
The sewing classes of our rural schools have made doilies, 
aprons, hemmed towels, darned stockings and devoted some 
time in learning to mend. 

The Agriculture course outlined by our State Superin- 
tendent has been of much help. 

A number of the teachers have given entertainments, etc., 
and have procured money to purchase organs and libraries for 
their school houses. 

(conditions are, I think, steadily improving in the Crook 
county schools. Both school boards and teachers have given 
close attention to our certificate laws. The salaries of teachers 
with first grade certificates average $50 per month, and the 
length of a school term in the rural districts averages seven 
months. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MORNA A.WOOD, 
County Superintendent. 



FREMONT COUNTY 

Sinci' the last biennial report we feel that there has been 
eonsiderHble improvement made in the schools of Fremont 
county. 

There are 57 schools in the county employing 76 teachers. 
Quite a great deal of improvement has been made in school 
buildings and grounds. Several new modern school houses 
have been })uilt. Many of the schools are using the Smith 
System of heating and ventilating. 
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The term has been lengthened in most of the districts. No 
district holds less than six months term and many have seven 
and eight and some nine months. In the last two years the 
salaries in most of the rural schools have increased $10 per 
month. I believe only three schools are now paying $50 per 
month. The greater number pay $60. Some few pay $55, 
while two give their teachers $75 per month. 

The Lander school has made a marked improvement in the 
past two years. The school has a very able Superintendent 
and under his supervision are twelve efficient teachers. A 
special music and drawing teacher is now employed. 

While Lander has the only accredited High School in the 
county, Riverton is doing splendid three year High School 
work and Shoshoni two year. Hudson will this year do some 
High school work. 

The Teachers] Institutes have been very helpful with a 
marked increase in attendance. 

Eighth grade examinations are given by the County Super- 
intendent. Last year thirty-five graduates received diplomas. 

Respectfullv submitted, 
ELLA M. FARTHING. 

County Superintendent. 



GOSHEN COUNTY 

During the past two years the schools of Goshen county 
have been brought closer together. Superintendent C. O. 
Downing has instituted an Eiglith Grade County Examination. 
During this time sixty-two county diplomas have been issued 
to pupils who have passed these eighth grade examinations. 
Each eighth grade pupil has been re(|uired, each month, to 
write a composition, of at least three hundred words on topics 
assigned by the County Superintendent. 

A County Spelling Contest has been conducted by the 
Superintendent. Lists of fifty words were sent to each school 
each month. One list was sent for the fifth and sixth grades 
and one for the seventh and eighth grades. Those who received 
a mark of 85 per cent in each list were allowed to enter the 
final County Contest. 

To develoj) letter writing, every child in the county wrote 
a letter each month to the Superintendent, Mr. Downing felt 
the need of developing the child in letter writing and knew 
that better results could be obtained if the child wrote to some 
one outside of his school instead of writing merely to his 
teacher. 

Two years ago there were i^6 schools in Goshen county. 
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The homesteader and the settler have made great demands for 
schools. Now there are 82 schools in the county. 

Superintendent Downing tries to give the schools to the 
home teacher thus keeping the school money within the State 
and aiding to develop. However this is not done at the sacrifice 
of the schools. Teachers are required to present good creden- 
tials and show some experience in teaching. There are many 
teachers in the county who hold Professional certificates. The 
majority of the teachers have first grades or better. 

C. 0. DOWNING, 
County Superintendent. 



HOT SPRINGS COUNTY 

Hot Springs county was organized January 6, 1913. Dur- 
ing the remainder of that school year very little could be done 
to improve the condition of the schools. It was necessary to 
re-district the county and in order to do this understandingly, 
every school house and each child was located on the map as 
well as the areas of deeded land. The first two months were 
occupied* with this work. A copy of the school law^ and also 
of the course of study was sent to each school and each teacher 
was asked to report concerning the grading of her school. Each 
school was visited and condition of building and supplies were 
noted. A list of those text-books in general use in the county 
was made from the list secured from each school. Before the 
opening of the Fall term a copy of this list was sent to the 
oflScers of each district with the suggestion that the necessary 
books be chosen from this list and also that the purchase be 
made before the beginning of school. Help was given the 
officers in making out orders for supplies. 

During the Fall all schools were visited in October and 
November. Three hours were spent in each schoolroom and 
the teachers were Requested to make a special effort to secure 
more correct grading of the classes before the expiration of 
the term. 

County Institute was held November 24-27. The program 
was made up of papers by the teachers of the county, school 
officers and patrons, with the exception of the talks on agri- 
culture by Prof T. S. Parsons of the University of Wyoming. 
All discussions were on local problems. 

During the year Supplementary Agricultural Work for 
*^-8 grades inclusive was sent to each teacher. This work to be 
part of the exhibit from each school should we have a County 
fair. If no Countv fair is held, the last day of the Institute* 
will be a School Rally Day and prizes will be given for the best 
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exhibit of school work. The Supplementary work will be con- 
tinued this year and in addition will arrange for Spelling Con- 
tests between schools. 

• 

Two very comfortable school buildings were erected dur- 
ing the winter of 1913-14 ahd several log buildings were made 
more comfortable by putting in ceilings and new floors. 

Schools were again visited in February and March. All 
district oflfieei-s were asked to meet at the Superintendent's 
office on the first Saturday of April, 1914. About one-half of 
them responiled. These subjects were discussed : The duties of 
each officer, plan for conducting regular district meetings, sal- 
aries of teachers and cost of board for teachers, necessary and 
helpful supplies. A copy of the minutes of this meeting was 
sent to each clerk and judging from the returns since the an- 
nual meeting, the suggestions were helpful to all. 

An eighth grade examination was held in three different 
places on June 4 and 5, after the schools had closed for the year. 
Six girls and three boys passed very creditably. Commence- 
ment exercises for this class will be held the last evening of the 
Teachers' Institute, September 4th. 

Many of the districts will pay $65 this year and a few have 
promised J|>70 which is encouraging after years of little interest 
and a maximum salary of $55. Yet, increased salaries, will not 
alone secure satisfactory teachers. We must employ those who 
intend to be one of us, not those who come only for a year. 
Under present conditions w^e have but one resident teacher. 
Only four have taught in the county or State. When satisfac- 
tory teachers are secured they should be retained if possible. 

Respect fill Iv submitted, 

NELLIE L. WHALES, 

County Superintendent. 



JOHNSON COUNTY 

While there have been no radical changes in the Johnson 
county schools yet, everything being qonsidered, our schools 
have made satisfactory progress during the past two years. 

Six years ago, when 1 paid my first visit to the rural 
schools, about one-half of the buildings were log. Each year 
some of these have been replaced by neat frame buildings, un- 
til, at present, only three or four log school houses remain. 
This Fall, two districts are putting in the Smith heating plants. 

The Buffalo school buildings have been remodeled until 
they are modern in every respect. The playground has been 
provided with traveling rings, giant stride, slide, see-saws, and 
two basket balls so there is ^'something doing" when the chil- 
dren are on the grounds. 
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The number of eighth grade graduates in the country stead- 
ily increases, and each school makes an effort to send out the 
banner class. A large majority of pupils receiving such 
diplomas go to higher schools. This year we added to our 
eighth grade examinations the subject of agriculture. We 
round the work (luite satisfactory for a beginning. Some very 
good booklets on different kinds of stock were made. The 
eighth grade and high school attended the Farmer's Institute 
in a body. So far we have not been able to organize any Boys' 
and Girls' clubs, but T hope it may be done later. 

At last I have realized one of my school dreams, tlie dream 
of a Joint Teachers' Institute with Sheridan countv. We were 
also fortunate enough to have with us C'ami)beU comity. The 
sectional meetings in which the primary teachers found just 
what they needed most, while the high school and intermediate 
teachers in sei)arate divisions discussed topics pertaining to 
their work, made the long trij) to Sheridan worth while. And 
I am sure the hospitality with which we were received, will 
establish a friendly feeling toward our neighbors on the north 
that could not otherwise have been brought about. 

In no phase of the school work is there a more marked 
change than in the teachers themselves. A few years ago, it 
was necessary to import at least half our teachers. A large 
number of these were seeking adventure and were not very 
satisfactory and to shv the least were not loval to our State* 
institutions. Now our Wyoming boys and girls are going into 
the teaching i)rofession and the supply nearly ecpials the de- 
mand. Some of our best teachers have come from our own 
State Normal. This has spoken so well for the training depart- 
ment at Laramie, that (piite a number have been influenced to 
go there for the Summer school. After six weeks at Laramie, 
they return to their schools full of enthusiasm about the Nor- 
mal and the Tniversity. Thus the whole country is becoming 
more loyal to home institutions. 

It is vyith a feeling of sadness 1 am closing my work as 
county superintendent, but I shall ever continue a staunch 
friend of the Wyoming schools and hope for their steady pro- 
gress until they stand among the best. 

Respectfully submitted. 

MEDA R. SINSEL, 
County Superintendent. 
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LARAMIE COUNTY 

Since the last biennial report to your office, Laramie coun- 
ty has ))een divided into three counties, namely: Laramie, 
Goshen and Platte so that our territory is much smaller than 
formerly. 

In spite of that fact however, we are able to report a 
goodly, number of schools — 165 against 178 in 1910 which shows 
the increase in population and also proves that the growth of 
the educational system is in proportion to the development of 
the countrv. 

» 

We now have six school districts each with a Hoard of at 
least three members who are constantly striving to raise the 
standard of education within their jurisdiction. One district 
has increased the wages of their teachers from J(?50 to $60 a 
month on condition that they remain through the entire term; 
effort is being made in all districts to conform more strictly to 
the Course of Study prescribed by the State Superintendent 
and also to secure uniform textbooks. Pupils who complete th^ 
eighth grade in the riu*al schools are given an examination 
from this office and if successful in making the required grade, 
a certificate is issued which entitles them to enter the Cheyenne 
High School Avithout further examination. We have also to 
report the establishment of five new High Schools — four year 
courses, at l>urns. Carpenter, Egbert. Pine Bluffs and Hillsdale. 
Decided improvenuuit is to be noticed in the grade of certifi- 
cates held by our teachers both in the town and rural districts, 
a larger number of professional certificates having been issued 
during the past months by the State Examining Board than 
ever before and teachers throughout the county are ready and 
anxious to work for this better certification, a mnnber of them 
having attended the Summer School at Laramie with this end 
in view. 

Agriculture has been added to the curriculum of all schools 
as a regular branch of study. In the Cheyenne City schools 
Manual Training and Domestic Science have been installed 
and students are enthusiastic about the work in both branches. 
At the present time, 116 boys from the grades and 25 from the 
High School are enrolled in the Manual Training Department 
while 116 girls from the grades and 36 from the High School 
are in the Domestic Science classes. The corps of 60 cadets 
under the instruction of Lieut. E. Z. Steever make a fine show- 
ing as does the High School band under the leadership of Capt. 
Fletcher. 

The educational exhibit at the Laramie County fair, Sept. 
16-18 was a credit to the rural schools, consisting of actual 
class work and in manv cases the work from different schools 
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was all so good that it was diflBcult to award the prizes. We 
hope that this is only the beginning of a permanent feature of 
this fair. 

The County Institute held the last week in August with 
Dean Martin Remp of Hastings College and Miss Marie Hoye 
of Cheyenne was most interesting and helpful to the 140 teach- 
ers enrolled. Professor T. S. Parsons of the Wyoming State 
University gave several lectures on agriculture and the differ- 
ent ministers of the city by their presence and their inspiring 
15 minute talks, gave much pleasure and encouragement. The 
music so kindly rendered by different ones was also highly ap- 
preciated. 

Earnest effort is being made to bring teacher, patron and 
pupil into hearty co-operation, and when that is accomplished 
a long step in advance will certainly have been taken. 

Verv trulv 
MAMIE E. HEFFERON. 

County Superintendent. 



LINCOLN C^OUNTY 

In compliance with your request I submit the following 
report of the schools of Lincoln county. 

There are 25 districts, two of which have been organized 
during the last year. District 24 was formed by the division 
of District 11 and District 25 by the division of 16. 

We have one County High School situated in the center 
of a beautiful little farming locality which fills a long felt 
want for the people of that section of the country. It has an 
enrollment of 106 pupils and is composed of eight districts: 
they offer a course in dressmaking and a full commercial 
course. 

La.st year District One erected a Jt;30,000 school building 
which is one of the finest and most modern in the state. Much 
care and thought was given to the planning of the house which 
resulted in it being built to accommodate future generations 
as well as present. The present cost represents about one-hal^ 
of the actual cost when complete as it is so arranged that an 
addition can be built on without spoiling the beauty or useful- 
ness of the building. They offer a regular four year course 
and this Fall will see a kindergarten opened for children of 
five years of age and a music supervisor will be in direct charge 
of the high school work and will direct the teachers with ref- 
erence to the teaching of music in the grades. A domestic 
science course will be given together with a course in plain 
sewing. 
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District 8 is erecting a $10,000 school house and gives a 
three year course this year; they are working 'towards cen- 
tralization and in a few years I expect to see one of the most 
prosperous districts in the county. 

District 20 is in the beautiful Jackson's Hole country and 
two years ago built a beautiful eight room brick building four 
of which were used last year, but as each year sees many new 
residents coming into the locality, it will only be a short time 
until the whole house will be utilized. 

I find the school trustees, citizens and pupils through the 
county greatly interested in secondary education and notwith- 
standing the fact that many districts have no railroads we find 
them supporting high schools which offer a one, two and three 
year course. This year there were applicants for the eighth 
grade diplomas from almost every district in the county and 
as most of these children desire a higher education the second- 
ary schools are becoming a necessity. 

The rural schools have been greatly benefitted and they are 
in a more prosperous condition since the enactment of the new 
school law by the last legislature, some of them raising suf- 
ficient funds to carry a school for more than the six months and 
none have fallen below the six months limit. There is a ten- 
dency to do away with the summer terms and have a longer fall 
and winter term. 

Lincoln county numbers 25 districts and has an enrollment 
of 3173 pupils; as this is an increase of 619 over last year's 
enrollment it is conclusive evidence that the co-workers in 
education must be restless and sleepless as there is much to be 
done in this field. 

Of the 121 teachers employed 27 hold professional certifi- 
cates valid for life. Forty hold first grade certificates, forty- 
three hold second grade and nine hold third ; two hold diploma 
certificates. The teachers are enthusiastic and earnest in their 
efforts to raise the grade of certification each examination find- 
ing these same teachers working for a next higher certificate. 
T consider the schools of Lincoln county are in a very pros- 
perous condition and the outlook for the future is very prom- 
ising. 

Respectfullv submitted. 
MAGGIE F. NICHOLSON. 

County Superintendent. 



NATRONA COUNTY 

As I look back over the past two years 1 find marked pro- 
gress in the educational work of Natrona county. School 
Boards, patrons and teachers are working in harmony for the 



-14 BIENNIAL REPORT 

betterment of our schools. The standard of teachers is being 
raised and boards of directors are showing their appreciation 
of this by raising wages. 

The new law providing for a six-month term has helped 
greatly in advancing the work in the rural school as little 
could be done in a three month term with probably a new 
teacher every year. 

Our new County High School building has been built and 
e(juipped with the most modern e(|uipment obtainable at a cost 
of fifty thousand dollars. Next year we hope to add to our 
liigh School corps special teachers in Domestic Science and 
Manual Training. The sanitary eriuipment in both the High 
school and the Casper school buildings is excellent. 

In district No. 19 a new school house was built at a cost 
of one thousand dollars. This has been furnished and equipped 
with modern apparatus making it one of the most complete 
rural buildings in the county. 

District No. 2 has a most modern and convenient building 
in its new Central building and has recently issued thirty-five 
thousand dollar bonds for the remodelling and enlarging of its 
Park building which will give it two large and well equipped 
buildings. 

Once a year examinations are held in the rural schools 
and diplomas issued which entitle the holder to entrance into 
the County High school at Casper. It is gratifying to know- 
that a large percentage of those holding these diplomas enter 
the High school and finish the work. 

We have held two very successful County lnstitut(»s de- 
riving much benefit therefrom. 

The immense size and sparsely settled condition of the 
county offers a most difficult problem. This condition hinders 
the consolidation of our rural schools. However, we are work- 
ing towards this end and hope to accomplish much. 

Fniformity of text books would be a great help to the 
rural schools. 

Our schools are in a good healthy growing state and we 
hope for greater advancement the next two years. 

^lost respectfullv submitted. 

MAY HAMILTON, 
(^ounty Superintendent. 



NIOBRARA COUNTY 

There are 40 schools in Niobrara county employing 47 
teachers four of these schools being graded. The rural schools 
average 10 pupils per school and are maintained at the aver- 
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age cost of $3 per scholar per month, with an average term of 
7. months. 

The graded schools are at Lusk, Manville, Jireh and Van 
Tassell. The Lusk school employs 6 teachers, with an enroll- 
ment of 160. The other graded schools employ 2 teachers each, 
having an average enrollment of 30 pupils. 

Last year 26 pupils from the rural schools graduated from 
the eighth grade, all passing a uniform county examination 
given hy the county superintendent. Most of these graduates 
are entering High school at the heginning of this year. 

Altogether, school conditions of Niobrara county are fav- 
orable with the one exception of text books. Under the pres- 
ent system each district, and almost each school, has a different 
set of text books. This is verv unfavorable to uniform exami- 
nations and co-operative work throughout the county and can 
onlv be remedied bv appropriate legislation. 

(^HARLES 0. BROWNING, 

County Superintendent. 



PARK COUNTY 

In accordance with your request the following report of 
Park County schools for the years 1913-14 is respectfully sub- 
mitted. 

Since the statistics of the county schools were given in my 
annual report I shall here endeavor only to set forth the things 
we have been attempting to do to improve the standard of our 
schools. 

The Cody schools have adopted the departmental system 
from the fourth to the twelfth grades inclusive. Students grad- 
uating from the high school are admitted without examination 
to any of the middle-west state universities. Teachers* salaries 
have been raised and a graduated scale of salaries adopted in 
both grade and high schools. By this means the district is re- 
taining instead of losing its best teachers. A special teacher 
is employed for manual tra ining and one for sewing, music and 
drawing. 

A Parent-Teachers' Association has been organized in this 
district. Its work has been commendable in that it has changed 
the critical or indifferent attitude of patrons toward the school 
to one of friendly understanding and interest. 

The Powell schools have grown very rapidly during the 
past two years. This district has provided a modern and com- 
modious new building for a consolidated school at Powell where 
the grades and a four year high school course is maintained. 
They have also erected buildings for the grades at Fairview 
and Ralston. Five M^agons, covered and heated, transport one 
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hundred and twenty-five pupils from the country to the Powell 
consolidated school. 

Agriculture is being particularly emphasized here, this 
])eing the center of an agricultural community. A special 
music teacher is employed. The teachers' salaries have been 
raised. 

The Garland district has four schools. High school work 
is given only at Garland where a suitable new school building 
has been erected. 

Inasmuch as the rural schools need the most assistance it 
is to them that I have given most of my attention. 

To secure greater imiformity and build up the weaker 
schools 1 have urged a classification of grades upon the basis of 
the state course of study. I send out lists of recommended text 
books and supplies to boards and teachers so that they may not 
only be as nearly uniform throughout the county as possible, 
but that they may be up-to-date. County eighth grade exami- 
nations are given. 

Special instruction is being given at the teachers' institute 
upon a system of writing. Teachers' manuals upon this system 
and the Ayres' measuring scale for handwriting are furnished 
each teacher. During the year county writing contests will be 
conducted, the school winning, which shows the most improve- 
ment. 

In a somewhat similar manner the spelling problem will be 
attacked. In all subjects we are trying to standardize and 
teach in terms of present day environment. Practically all the 
country schools teach Agriculture, Sewing and some simple 
form of wood work. 

A county school board meeting is being held to consider 
the needs and means of improvement for the county schools. 

To give our country school teachers, many of whom are 
town or city bred, certainly so educated, and inexperienced in 
life generally, some knowledge of what is being done and what 
may be done in rural districts I have asked them to read and 
report upon H. W. Foght's "American Rural School.'' 

District Number Four, a rural district, has constructed a 
very modern rural school Imilding. It is designed to supply 
the need of the community for a general public meeting place 
as well as a place to hold school. There is a basement to be 
used as a play room, manual training room and a place for 
social gatherings. 

Plans for up-to-date rural school buildings at different 
prices, are now furnished free to districts from the County 
Superintendent's office. 

Potato clubs have been formed in most of the Agricultural 
sections of the countv. 
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The buying of musical instruments for the schools, extend- 
ing the school library, and the organizing of clubs and school 
entertainments is encouraged so that the school may be the 
social center for the community. 

The county teachers are given special instruction in play 
supervision, games for social evenings and play days. 

All in all, we are working that the school buildings and 
equipment may be as modern and model as possible, that the 
teachers and school officers may be well trained and imbued 
with that vision of the builders so that the public school shaH 
give the best possible service to present and future commu- 
nities. 

JENNIE GRAVES McGUFPEY, 

County Superintendent. 



PLATTE COUNTY 

Tn Platte county we have three high schools, one at Wheat- 
land, Guernsey, and Sunrise. In the Wheatland high school 
four teachers were hired and in Sunrise and Guernsey one at 
each place. We have eight districts in the county some of the 
school houses are j)oor and without maps, but there has been 
much progress and there have been several old school build- 
ings replaced and many new ones established and new ones 
being built. 

Not many of the schools have libraries or reference books, 
but are well supplied with text books. We try to have as 
much uniformity as possible in text books throughout the 
county by following the State course of study. 

There seems to be a general interest all over the county 
for the betterment of the schools and the attendance was bet- 
ter than it was the year before. 

Respectfullv submitted, 

MARY MALONEY, 

County Superintendent. 



SHERIDAN COUNTY 

Complying with your re(iuest I am accompanying my for- 
mal report with a brief summary of the school conditions in 
Sheridan count v. 

There were during the past year, 111 teachers employed in 
Sheridan county, 42 of whom were in the Sheridan City schools. 
Of the remaining 69, four taught in the graded school of Big 
Horn, three in Carneyville, three in Monarchy and two each in 
Dayton, Ranehoster and Dietz. All of the others taught in 
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one-roouied schools with eurollmeiits varying from three to 
thirty -four pupils. 

On the whole the outlook is promising, although we often 
grow impatient at the seemingly slow realization by school 
boards and patrons of the changing conceptions and ideals in 
rural education. However, through occasional meetings of the 
Sheridan Countv Association of School District Trustees and 
numerous informal conferences, the new consciousness is grad- 
ually becoming awakened, Avith the result that the five new 
r.ural schools being constructed this year are buildings em- 
bodying up-to-date ideas, however modest and inexpensive the 
structure. Adjustible desks and seats are being installed as 
new furniture is needed thus making it possible to fit each child 
in the room. More pride and interest are being taken in the 
improvement of school yards and property. 

One of the most gratifying characteristics of the Sheridan 
County schools at this time is their growing unity. During 
the past six years which constitute the term of the i)resent 
county superintendent, the effort has been put forth as nearly 
as practicable, to effect a county school system. Much remains 
to be accomplished in this regard, but the beginning has been 
made. 

By common consent school trustees now purchase only text 
books which are listed on the regular outline course of study, 
thus securing county uniformity. Teachers are supplied from 
the county superintendent's office with these outlines w^hicli 
they are required to use as a basis in their teaching, varying 
the work as local conditions demand. Tn this w^ay much less 
inconvenience is suffered in the transfer of pupils from one 
district to another. 

Uniform examination (juestions for all grades above the 
third are sent out at least twuce a year from the comity super- 
intendent's office to the rural schools and although often it is 
impracticable to use the entire list, they are a means of main- 
taining a general standard. 

Final eighth grade examinations are given each Spring: 
by the county superintendent to pupils who are recommended 
by their teachers for promotion, and those w^ho successfully 
pass with an average of 70 per cent and not falling below 50 
per cent in any one branch, are given diplomas which admit 
to the Sheridan High school. The increasing number of pupils 
entering high school from the rural districts due largely to this 
system of promotion, is most gratifying. 

Each year since 1909 it has been the custom of the county 
superintendent to send a letter to be read at the annual school 
meeting by the clerk of the district, calling the attention of the 
people to various things of vital importance to the school wel- 
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fare of the community. Last year a oopy of this letter was 
sent prior to the meeting, to each member of every district 
board in order to familiarize several persons in the district with 
the subjects which woidd be brought up for discussion at the 
general meeting. These letters have helped to form a little 
closer bond between the county superintendent and the school 
patrons of the county. 

The custom of issuing certificates of perfect attendance, 
begun three years ago, has more than justified its continuance. 
During the last year 471 three-months' certificates were issued 
and 51 ** diplomas of honor" granted to pupils who were in 
perfect attendance during the school year. These figures are 
exclusive of the Sheridan City schools which had an enrollment 
of 1651 as compared to \M0 in the rest of the county. 

An innovation which had its inception during the year 
just closed, although the actual putting into practice will b** 
begun during the coming term, is the plan to give school credit 
for home industrial work. This idea has been successfully 
carried out in other states and bids fair to meet with equal ap- 
proval here in the rural districts of the county. 

The outlook in the city schools is also progressive. For 
the coming year six additional teachers have been employed, 
two for the grades, two for the high school where an enroll- 
ment of approximately three hundred is expected and the 
other two supervisors of the newly introduced subjects of 
domestic science and manual training which are to be taught 
in the seventh, eighth and high school years. 

The teaching of agriculture, according to the state course 
of study, has brought about hearty co-operation from the 
ranchers and some of the business men of the county. Our 
local farm expert, Mr. H. E. McCartney, has visited most of the 
schools of the county, giving professional advice to the teach- 
ers and arousing enthusiasm among the pupils. Largely 
through his influence some of the neighborhood Farmers' clubs 
have offered prizes to school children for excellence in various 
lines of agricultural activities. Also one of our newspapers, the 
Sheridan Post, has offered two beautiful $50 Sterling silver 
loving cups as prizes for the best one-eighth acre yield of po- 
tatoes grown by a school boy or girl, one cup to be awarded 
to the best irrigated crop, the other to best crop raised by dry 
farming methods. These inducements, in addition to the Boys' 
and Girls' clubs directed by the State Agricultural college are 
making the subject of agriculture immediately popular as an 
addition to the curriculum. 

Respectfully submitted, 

EDTTH K. O. CLARK, 
County Superintendent. 
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SWEETWATER COUNTY 

Since the last report from Sweetwater county was sub- 
mitted, there has been a steady advance toward betterment in 
the conditions of the schools, but this progress has been in the 
towns, rather than in the rural communities. Improvement in 
the rural schools is necessarily slow by reason of the sparseness 
of settlement, and not because of any lack of school spirit. In 
fact it is something of a problem to provide school facilities for 
all the children in the county. I have in mind an organized 
district which is eighteen miles long, with a small group of 
settlers at either end. Neither settlement is large enough to 
allow a legal organization of a school district, nor is the asses- 
sed valuation of the district great enough to warrant a divis- 
ion. The three hundred dollars provided by law is not suflS- 
cient to provide both settlements with teachers, and the result 
is that they practically have no school advantages. Other iso- 
lated families in the county are similarly placed. 

In Eden Valley two good schools are maintained. At 
Farson, a good frame building has been completed and twenty- 
five pupils were enrolled during the past year. At Eden they 
are planning a building to be finished for the next term of 
school. 

In Bock Springs and in the surrounding townsi there has 
been a marked growth and many material changes. The teach- 
ing force in Rock Springs has been increased to thirty-four 
and the rooms are still crowded. Plans have been made for a 
new high school building, modem in every respect with voca- 
tional and manual training rooms as well as equipment for 
domestic science and cooking. It is hoped that the new build- 
ing will be ready for occupancy some time during the coming 
school year. 

During the past year the schools of Superior have been 
characterized by numerous material improvements and an im- 
proving tone of school work. The classes have been re-graded 
and a new course of study adopted. A circulating library has 
been instituted for the schools at '*A" and **D" mines as well 
as for the central schools. 

At Reliance a comparatively new mining camp seven miles 
from Rock Springs an attractive three roomed building has 
been erected and three teachers are employed. One hundred 
and sixty-three pupils were enrolled last year. 

Lion is another new mining camp where an luiusually well- 
planned one room school house has been built during the past 
year. Twenty-four pupils were enrolled. 

Green River has strengthened its high school course and 
added another teacher. Best of all the playground has been 
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equipped with modern play apparatus and the grounds made 
attractive for the little people. 

There seems to be a general recognition of the necessity 
for the play spirit which accompanies healthy child develop- 
ment and of providing means for its gratification. The XT. P. 
Coal Company have put up slides and swings on the school 
grounds of their various camps and other districts will provide 
some simple play apparatus soon. 

In most of the districts the teachers employed last year 
are retained and this speaks well for the harmony in the 
schools. All things considered the schools of Sweetwater coun- 
ty are in a prosperous condition. 

Respectfully submitted 

RUTH JONES, 
County Superintendent. 



UINTA (^OUNTY 

I take pleasure in complying with your retiuest for a sum- 
mary of school conditions in Uinta county for the past two 
years. The opening of the year 1912 found our school districts 
in a very chaotic condition owing to the separation of the coun- 
ty into Lincoln and Uinta counties. The boundary between 
the two counties divided the territory of District Nineteen and 
left us with a stretch of unorganized district. This did not 
have enough population to warrant the formation of a new 
district. In addition to this the territory comprised in District 
Number Twenty was open to abandonment under the law as 
the records in my office proved that school had not been main- 
tained in this district for three months in either 1910 or 1911. 
Petitions were filed in my office praying for the division of 
existing districts and there seemed no other remedy than a 
total re-districting of the entire county. Under the new law 
this was done by the District Boundary Board and after futile 
endeavors to re-district on the lines set forth by the various 
petitions, a compromise was made by throwing the county into 
five large districts. In three of these districts the district school 
board has been increased to six members and the schools are 
progressing very rapidly, but of course all friction has not been 
eliminated as time has to be given for new plans to regulate 
themselves. However, from the brief time our large districts 
have been operating I consider that consolidation of districts 
a vast improvement over small poorly-organized districts. The 
weak spots in the new regime seem to be Almy, District Num- 
ber Two, and South Cumberland in District Pour. These 
places are now receiving the attention of the District Bonn- 
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dary Board and an effort will be made to place them on the 
same footing as the rest of the county. 

We have had several new school buildings erected in the 
last two years — one in District Two, one in District Three and 
a two-room graded building now contracted for in the same 
district, and a splendid four-room building in District Pour as 
well as two one-room buildings. District One is now erecting 
a magnificent High School building which will be completed 
and in use by the first of the year. The present High School 
building will become another grade building as the rapid in- 
crease of school children in this district is overcrowding the 
present capacity. 

By mutual agreement of the districts at the time of accept- 
ing the present school boundaries, no tuition is charged any- 
where in the county so our schools are free to all children. This 
enables a child in one district to attend a school in another 
district which is more accessible to him than his own. 

The change in the school laws whereby the apportionment 
of school funds is based upon the number of teachers employed 
in place of the school census has been an advantage to the 
isolated children of this county as now a teacher is furnished 
for a smaller number of children than heretofore. The num- 
ber of teachers in each district has been increased and the 
special district tax has been materially lowered throughout 
the county. 

Two of our larger districts have made an entire change of 
textbooks for their schools and I am assured that this will be 
followed in at least one and perhaps two other districts this 
year. Agriculture has been taught in the schools of the county 
and the teachers report that it has proven a very interesting 
subject both from their own and their pupils' standpoint. Dis- 
trict Number One has placed a regular course in Domestic Arti^ 
and also in manual training in their schools this year and have 
engaged special teachers for both branches. 

Teachers' salaries have been materially advanced in all 
districts and on the other hand, district boards are raising the 
standard of retjuirements along the lines of experience and 
professional training. Inexperienced teachers are obliged to 
attend a summer normal training course at least before their 
applications are considered and most of our districts refuse to 
employ a young teacher who has not had High School train- 
ing. The young teachers are showing a laudable effort to raise 
their certificates to First or Professional classes and to grasp 
all opportunities for professional training. The majority of 
our teachers are normal trained graduates with experience, a 
great many of them having been engaged from outside the 
state. 
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Our county is as a whole upon a very creditable financial 
basis and our district school boards are composed of the rep- 
resentative business men of the community who are uniting 
their efforts to advance our public school system. I consider 
that our schools are in a very encouraging condition. 

We have five school districts employing at present fifty- 
four teachers with an enrollment for the year 1913-14 of one 
thousand four hundred fifty -two children at a cost of tuition 
per pupil of $87.58 cents. 

RespectfuUv submitted, 

IVA THOMAS-IRISH, 
County Superintendent. 



WASHAKIE COUNTY 

Washakie county is one of our youngest and smallest 
counties and has but 482 pupils of school age. The county is 
divided into eight school districts, maintaining 19 schools, and 
employs 25 teachers. 

Worland, the county seat, has the only graded school in 
the county. Music and Drawing, Manual Training and Domes- 
tic Science have been added to the course during the last few 
years. 

Tn almost every rural school in the county some work in 
these subjects has been done. Of course the schools are with- 
out the proper e(iuipment, but it is surprising what the in- 
genious teacher can do^ especially when her heart is in her 
work. 1 am glad to say that Washakie county has some of 
these teachers. 

At the annual '* Washakie Day/' which in this county 
takes the place of the *' County Fair'' a school exhibit was ar- 
ranged. This exhibit consisted of the regular school work, 
penmanship, map drawing, composition work, etc. and to this 
was added a fine exhibit of plain sewing, embroidery, canned 
fruit and vegetables, corn, potatoes and grain. Next year we 
hope for a still better display. 

We have held two Joint Institutes with Big Horn county, 
last year at Basin during Thanksgiving week and this year at 
Worland during the week of September 7th to 12th. At both 
institutes a large number of teachers was present and the ses- 
sions proved both pleasant and profitable. 

The last few years have shown a remarkable increase in 
teachers* wages. Teachers holding First Grade ceritficates are 
now receiving $75 per month and most districts are paying $60 
to teachers having second grade certificates. We now have but 
few teachers with third grade certificates. 
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The length of term is another matter that is receiving 
much attention. But one district in the county has a six 
months term, all the others have a longer term. 

Considering the fact that ours is a new county, and that 
many of the districts are sparsely settled, the schools of Wash- 
akie county have made remarkable progress during the last 
two years. With the same hearty support and co-operation of 
patrons and school boards that has been manifested in the past 
two years, the future of the schools of this county looks bright 
indeed. 

Respectfullv submitted, 

MARY L. HATFIELD, 
County Superintendent. 



WESTON COUNTY. 

In response to your request I submit the following report 
of the schools of Weston county for the years 1913-1914. 

Much good has been accomplished in our schools the last 
two years. Our teachers have done very creditable work. 
They are using every effort to keep their work carefully graded 
and follow the state course of study. 

There are 1257 children of school age in the county. Of 
these 987 belong to District Number One which includes Up- 
ton, Cambria and Newcastle. There are now eight teachers in 
Newcastle, four in Upton and seven in Cambria. 

Several improvements have been made in our buildings 
Nine new school houses were built and several improved and 
remodeled. Two large rooms have been added to the Cambria 
building. 

Terms have been lengthened from six to eight months in 
several schools and teachers' salaries have been raised five 
dollars per month. 

Some of our teachers have attended our University especi- 
ally during the summer and more plan on going. Many of us 
realize that we have missed much by not being able to attend 
our University, but may yet take advantage of its opportuni- 
ties and we encourage our teachers and young people to at- 
tend. 

Our institutes have been most helpful — the one just closed 
being one of the best we ever had. We were fortunate in hav- 
ing President Duniway with us one day and such instructors 
as Dr. Butterworth, Mr. Oviatt and Miss Prahl. We are much 
indebted to the University for sending an instructor in Agri- 
culture. 

The Weston ('ounty Teachers' Association usually meets 
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three times a year, once in each town. Meetings are planned 
for the coming year. 

Altogether the outlook is bright and we look for much 
good work this year. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ORISE L. CARPENTER, 

County Superintendent. 



UNIVERSITY OF WYOMING 



There have been only certain internal changes in the or- 
ganization of the University as compared with the preceding 
hiennium. By appropriate action, the Graduate School has 
been discontinued as such. The University has had only a few 
students working for or attaining the graduate degrees. Its 
function is properly the carrying on of undergraduate instruc- 
tion, postponing until a future time the more extensive and 
more iliflficult work of a true Graduate School. It is the policy 
of the administration to encourage the graduates of the insti- 
tution to seek their postgraduate work elsewhere in the best 
developed and most highly equipped universities where special 
provision is made for advanced research. Nevertheless, a cer- 
tain number of students seek the University of Wyoming, find- 
ing here satisfactory courses along special lines for postgrad- 
uate work. 

Another step in reorganization was taken by the creation 
of the College of Education, embracing the State Normal School 
for the preparation of primary and intermediate teachers and 
the Department of Secondary Education for the training of 
high school teachers. At the same time, the State Preparatory 
school became the Training High School of the University. The 
reorganization thus made, emphasizes two essential facts. The 
fii'st is that the University is now prepared to fulfil its function 
of training high school teachers as well as those for the usual 
first eight grades of the public schools. The second point is 
that the work of the University is primarily devoted to caring 
for the interests of students of college grade. Only small num- 
bers are admitted in high school standing and these in order to 
provide practice teaching for university seniors who are going 
into the teaching profession. 

The University Extension Department was fully reorga- 
nized, the directorship being taken over by the President of 
the University. With these changes, making possible more 
adecpiate attention to the Department, lecture courses were 
multiplied and a striking growth took place in correspondence 
study work. 
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It contiuues to be true, as heretofore, that this consoli- 
dated State University with its avoidance of duplication and 
with its use of co-operating departments furnishes a wide scope 
of educational training under Wyoming conditions with marked 
economy and efficiency. 

The organization of the University at the present time em- 
braces the following Colleges and Departments: 

The College of Liberal Arts. 

The College of Agriculture. 

The (-ollege of Engineering. 

The College of Education. 

(1) State Normal School. 
(2) Department of Secondary Education. 

The Department of Commerce. 

The Department of Home Economics. 

The Department of Music. 

The Teachers' Training High School. 

The Department of University Extension. 

The Summer School. 

Admission Requirements. 

During the last biennium, a few changes were made in ad- 
mission re(|uireinents for the Departments and Colleges of the 
University. Admission to the four Colleges, namely. Liberal 
Arts, Agriculture, Engineering, antl Education, and the De- 
partment of Home Economics is based upon the completion of 
a standard four year high school course, including at least 
fifteen units. Admission to the Department of Commerce may 
be granted to students who have completed two years of high 
school work, thus putting this Department upon a reasonable 
standard of efficiency. In the Departments of Music and Uni- 
versity Extension, and in the Summer School, admission re- 
(luirements are made flexible, although stiulents working in 
these Departments and looking toward Universtiy degrees or 
diplomas must conform to regular standards. 

It is a subject for congratulation and one meeting growing 
appreciation from high school authorities that the University 
of Wyoming accepts the graduates of four year high school 
courses for entrance into its freshman class without prescrib- 
ing the content of such high school courses. Through the 
curriculum outlined for the Universtiy Training High School, 
an elfort is made to illustrate the standard and to set an ex- 
ample for high school education. 

The College of Liberal Arts. 

Unless students come to the University with a definite 
vocational purpose, they naturally register in the College of 
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Liberal Arts. Here a carefully regulated elective system is in 
operation. Students are not permitted to waste their time by 
electing work in Departments without co-ordination or visible 
purpose. For graduation, each student must do satisfactory 
work amounting to at least twenty -six credit hours in some one 
major department, besides completing at least fifteen credit 
hours in each of two departments as minors. The variety of 
courses in the College of Liberal Arts leads to their wide use 
by students who may be primarily enrolled in other Colleges 
or Departments. 

The requirements for graduation in the College of Liberal 
Arts are the completion of one hundred and twenty-six credit 
hours, including majors and minors as just specified and also 
satisfactory work in English, Physical Training and Military 
Drill. During the biennium, the work of all other colleges and 
Departments was so arranged as to make their graduation re- 
quirements uniform as to credit hours with these in the Col- 
lege of Liberal Arts. 

The College of Agriculture. 

The Board of Trustees resolved in the Fall of 1912 to pro- 
ceed with the erection of an Agricultural Hall to accommodate 
tiie College of Agriculture, the Wyoming Experiment Station 
and related scientific departments. The completion of the 
building did not take place within the period of the biennium. 
However it will be occupied during the academic year 1914-15. 
The past two years have brought a gratifying increase in the 
numbers of students coming to the College of Agriculture. 
There was also a growing demand for the establishment of a 
School of Agriculture of secondary grade, which should be 
provided as soon as funds will permit. 

The Agricultural Experiment Station. 

In connection with the Agricultural College of the Cni- 
versity of Wyoming, the Wyoming Agricultural Experiment 
Station, financed mostly by the United States Government, car- 
ries on practical experiments and scientific investigations in 
field agriculture, irrigation, livestock, veterinary science and 
related sciences. Scientific bulletins are issued and distributed 
free of cost to citizens of the state. Briefer and more popular 
statements of the work of the Experiment Station, together 
with appropriate matter from the Agricultural College, are pub- 
lished in the Wyoming Farm Bulletin issued monthly and sent 
without cost to citizens of Wyoming. 

It is a matter for regret that the state has not provided 
funds to permit the establishment of sub-stations or demon- 
stration farms at various points in Wyoming. To a consider- 
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able extent, farmers throughout the state are now co-operating 
with the Agricultural Colh»ge and Experiment Station, making 
tests and demonstrations with seed furnished to them. 

The College of Engineering. 

This College has attracted the larger number of the young 
men who have come to the University, although the College 
of Agriculture is now sharing the interest of men students. In 
its several Departments, MechanicHl and Electrical Engineer- 
ing, Civil and Irrigation Engineering, Mining Engineering, this 
(^ollege is fairly well equipped for undergraduate instruc- 
tion, except that it needs a new building to accommodate its 
laboratories, shops, drawing rooms and class rooms. The pres- 
ent Engineering building was constructed as cheaply as possible 
twenty-one years ago and has now become inadequate for its 
purposes. 

State Normal School and the College of Education. 

During the biennium, the enrollment of students in the 
State Normal School has increased largely. At the same time 
an unusual number have enrolled for secondary education. 
The building constructed for the use of the State Normal 
School four years ago is crowded and needs an extension. 
Graduates in either of the Departments of this professional 
College are tilling places in schools all over Wyoming and the 
graduates in each successive class are in immediate demand by 
superintendents and school boards. 

Department of Home Economics. 

This important Department is conducted in a space taking 
about one-half of the first floor of the women's dormitory. At 
the time the arrangement was made, the rooms in the dormi- 
tory were not fully occupied by women students and the new 
Department of Home Economics seemed to have space suffi- 
cient for its needs. The developments of the biennium, how- 
ever, have brought such an increase of women students that 
the Department of Home Economics needs more space at the 
same time that the rooms in the dormitory are insufficient for 
students who need to live in the building. Since no greater 
expansion for the Department of Home Economics can take 
place in Women's Hall, the need of a new building especially 
designed for such work has become obvious. 

The Summer School. 

The Summer School of the University has continued its 
remarkable growth. The attendance of the fifth session in 
1911 was sixty-eight students. In 1912 the enrollment had 
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grown to one hundred and six and in 1913 to one hundred and 
forty-nine. In 1914 the session beginning on June 15th brought 
an enrollment of two hundred and nine. Instruction in the 
Summer School is now eagerly sought by the teachers of the 
state of every grade, including numbers of superintendents, 
principals and high school teachers. Furthermore a number 
of people not in the teaching profession and not students of 
the University in regular sessions, find in the Summer School 
a variety of courses suited to their needs and giving them six 
weeks of inspirational study. In certain cases, the regular 
facultj^ of the University is supplemented by bringing in special 
instructors of distinction in their various fields. In 1913 Pro- 
fessor H. L. Miller of the Universitv of Wisconsin, Professor 
P. E. Davidson of Stanford University and Miss Lorna E. Annis 
of the Colorado Agricultural College were special instructors. 
In 1914 the special instructors included Professor George E. 
Howard of the University of Nebraska, Professor R. A. Schweg- 
ler of the University of Kansas, Professor H. W. Foght of the 
Bureau of Education, Washington, I). C., Miss Lorna E. Annis 
of Colorado and Miss N. E. Hicok of Muscatine, Iowa. In ad- 
dition, a number of superintendents and principals in active 
service in Wyoming schools were brought into the Summer 
Faculty to teach elementary branches required for teachers' 
certificates. 

University Extension. 

Considerable advance has been made in the organization 
and work of University Extension. In 1913 an appropriation 
of five thousand dollars for Agricultural Extension was granted 
by the legislature and was made immediately available. With 
the use of this appropriation, an agreement for co-operative 
work was made with the Federal Department of Agriculture. 
A State Leader and an Assistant State Leader in Farm Man- 
agement and Demonstration work were appointed. Two Coun- 
ty Agricultural Agents in Fremont and Sheridan counties were 
appointed. Farmers' Institutes were organized and held in 
every county in the state. Teachers' institutes were reached by 
special instructors assisting the teachers to carry out the pro- 
visions of a new law under which Elementary Agriculture must 
be taught in all public schools. 

Directly connected with this work of Agricultural Exten- 
sion are the problems of the Smith-Lever Act which recently 
became law. Under this Act, the University is now to receive 
ten thousand dollars per year which can be expended only for 
Extension work in Home Economics and Agriculture. Without 
discontinuing the organization and work already done, a com- 
petent staff will promptly begin to reach the people of the State 
in all sections in these important matters. 
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Universtiy Extension outside of Agriculture, although 
partly including it, has also been carried on by lecture courses 
and by correspondence study. Without mentioning a large 
number of individual lectures, courses usually of six each have 
been given in Laramie (two courses), Rawlins, Cheyenne (two 
courses), Sheridan, Douglas and Casper. The Correspondence 
Study Department has had an enrollment of fifty -six students. 
It is an interesting fact that seven of these were under de- 
tention in the State Penitentiary at Rawlins. 

The Faculty. 

The membership of the Faculty in all Departments for in- 
struction during the biennium is appended. This list includes 
all who served during any portion of the period but does not 
include those appointed for the year 1914-15. 

Clyde Augustus Duniway, A. M., Ph. D., LL. D., President 
and Professor of History. 

Aven Nelson, A. M.. Ph. D., Professor of Biology and 
Curator of Rocky Mountain Herbarium. 

Justice Freeland Soule, A. M., Professor of Greek and 
Latin. 

Henry Merz, M. A., Professor of German and French (on 
leave of absence 1913-14). 

Charles Hascom Ridgaway, A. M., Se. 1)., Professor of 
Mathematics. 

Agnes Mathilde Wergeland, Ph. D., Professor of History 
and Spanish (Deceased. March 6th, 1914). 

Helen Middlekauff, Professor of the English Language and 
Literature 1912-13. Correspondence Professor of English, 
Latin and German, 1913-14, and continuing. 

Henry Granger Knight, M. A., Dean of the College of Agri- 
culture, Director of the Experiment Station and Professor of 
Agricultural Chemistry. 

June E. Downey, M. A., Ph. D., Professor of Philosophy 
and English. 

Grace Raymond Hebard, M. A. Ph. I)., Professor of Polit- 
ical Economy and Librarian. 

Elmer George Hoefer, B. S., Professor of Mechanical and 
Electrical Engineering. 

John Conrad Fitterer, C. E., Professor of Civil and Irri- 
gation Engineering. 

Arthur Emmons Bellie, M. S., Professor of Physics. 

Alpheus Davis Faville, B. S., Professor of Animal Hus- 
bandry, and Station Husbandman. 

John A. Hill, B. S.. Wood Specialist and Professor of Tex- 
tile Industry. 
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Otto Louis Prien, M. D. V., B. S., Professor of Veterinary 
Science and Station Veterinarian (on leave of absence 1912-13). 

Thomas S. Parsons, M. S., Professor of Agronomy and Sta- 
tion Agronomist. 

John Oscar Creager, M. A., Principal of the State Normal 
School and Professor of Education. 

Albert C. Boyle, Jr., M. E., A. M., Ph. D., Professor of 
Mining Engineering. 

Frederick William Heyl, Ph. D., Professor of Chemistry. 
(Not continuing 1913-14). 

Ross B. Moudy, M. S., Professor of Chemistry, and State 
Chemist. 

Emeline Storm Whitcomb, B. S., Professor of Home Eco- 
nomics. 

Beverly C. Daly, First Lieutenant U. S. A., Retired, Pro- 
fessor of Military Science and Tactics. 

Carl Eben Stormquist, Ph. D., Professor of Mathematics. 

Benjamin H. Grave, Ph. D., Professor of Zoology. (Not 
continuing 1913-14.) 

Roland Henry Prien, M. D. V., Acting Professor of Veteri- 
nary Science and Station Veterinarian. (1912-13 only). 

Sylvester K. Loy, Ph. D., Research Chemist, also Profes- 
sor of Chemistry beginning 1913. 

Albert E. Bowman, B. S., Extension Professor of Agricul- 
ture, and Assistant State Leader of Farm Management and 
Field Demonstrations. Beginning 1913. 

Raymond Burnett Pease, A. M., Professor of English. Be- 
ginning 1913. 

Julian Edward Butterworth, M. A., Ph. D., Professor of 
Secondary Education. Beginning 1913. 

Charles J. Oviatt, M. S., Extension Professor of Agricul- 
ture and State Leader of Farm Management and Field Demon- 
strations. (On leave of absence 1912-13; resigned April 20th, 
1914). 

John William Scott, A. M., Ph. D., Professor of Zoology 
and Research Parasitologist. Beginning 1913. 

E. Deane Hunton, B. S., Assistant Professor of Commer- 
cial Subjects. 

Emma Howell Knight, B. A., Adviser of Women and As- 
sistant Professor of Home Economics. 

Karl T. Steik, A. M., Engineering Chemist, also Assistant 
Professor of Chemistry, beginning 1913. 

Abram Gideon, Ph. D., Assistant Professor of German and 
French. 1913-14 only. 

Ruth Adsit, Supervisor of the Training Grade School. 

Eva Meek, Director of Department of Music and Instruc- 
tor in Vocal Music and Violin. On leave of absence 1913-14. 
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Frank Sumner Burrage, B. A., Secretary of the Board of 
Trustees; Registrar, and Secretary to the President. 

William Harlow Reed, Curator of the Museum and Instruc- 
tor in Geology. 

Ralph W. Thacker, H. A., Athletic Director. Beginning 
1913. 

Louis A. Reilly, B. A., Acting Director Department of 
Music and Instructor in Vocal Music. 1913-14 only. 

Robert J. C'owper, Instructor in Shop "Work. 
IVIabelle A. Land DeKay, B. A., Instructor in English, 
Maude Hammond Fling, M. A., Instructor in Greek and 
Latin. Not continuing 1913-14. 

Amy Gunnell Abbot, B. A., Instructor in German. 

Otto G. Wichmann, Instructor in German. 

James McLay, Instructor in Animal Husbandary and Stock 

Superintendent. (Resigned September Ist, 1913). 

John L. Hunton, Instructor in Piano. (Not continuing 
1913-14). 

Wilbur Hitchcock, B. S., Instructor in Engineering. 

Katharine Lorenz Powel, Ph. B. Instructor in Home Eco- 
nomics. 

Mae Merle Kissick, B. A., B. S., Instructor in History. 
(Not continuing 1913-14). 

Leon C. Exelby, B. S., Athletic Coach and Instructor in 
Animal Husbandry. Resigned February 19th, 1913). 

Milton Josiah Mallery, M. A., Instructor in Commercial 
Subjects. 

Annie Wilson Rowland, Mus. B., Instructor in Piano and 
Organ. 

Jesse Meander Mann, B. A., Instructor in Botany. 

Laura A. White, A. M., Instructor in History. Beginning 
1913. 

Clara Frances Mclntyre, A. M., Instructor in English. Be- 
ginning 1913. 

George Currie, A. M., Instructor in Greek and Latin. Be- 
ginning 1913. 

Katherine E. Nenno, Instructor in Geography and Arith- 
metic. 

May McDearmon, Mus. B., Instructor in Violin and Piano. 
1913-14 only. 

Elizabeth Henry, Ph. B., Assistant Librarian. Beginning 
1913. 

Clara H. Prahl, B. A., B. Ped., Critic Teacher in the Train- 
ing Scjiool. 

Gertrude E. Pouting, B. A., Critic Teacher in the Training 
School. Not continuing 1913-14. 
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J. Ethel Brown, B. A., Superivsor of Music in the Training 
School. Not continuing 1913-14. 

Dorothy Worthington, B. A., B. Ped., Critic Teacher in the 
Training School. 

Marion Roberts, B. Ped., Critic Teacher in the Training 
School. Not continuing 1913-14. 

Flora Nethercote, Supervisor of Drawing in the Training 
School. Not continuing 1913-14. 

Katherine Nenno, Critic Teac'iier in the Training School. 
Not continuing 1913. 

Clara E. Bowman. Critic Teacher in the Training School. 
Not continuing 1913. 

Eugenia M. Neer, Critic Teacher in the Training School. 
Beginning 1913. 

Anna Rice, B. Ped., Critic Teacher in the Training School. 
Beginning 1913. 

Helen A. Nelson, Assistant in Training School. Not con- 
tinuing 1913-14. 

Alice Downey. Assistant in the Training School. 

Lucile Wright, Assistant in the Training School. 

Mary HoUenback, Assistant in the Training School. 

Emma Welty, Assistant in the Training School. Beginning 
1913. 

Frank Edgar Hepner, M. S., Research Chemist. 

LeRoy Swingle, Ph. D., Research Parasitologist. Not con- 
tinuing 1913-14. 

Merritt McGee, A. M., Assistant State Chemist. Not con- 
tinuing 1913-14. 

Elvin Verne Lynn, M. A., Assistant Research Chemist. Be- 
ginning 1913. 

James Everett McWilliams, B. S., Assistant Wool Special- 
ist. Beginning 1913. 

Edward Noel Roberts, B. A., Assistant Research Chemist. 
Beginning 1913. 

Herbert Ellsworth McCartney, B. S., County Agriculturist, 
Sheridan County. Beginning 1913. 

Arthur Lawrence Campbell, B. S., County A^culturist, 
Fremont County. Beginning 1913. 
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Summary of Enrollment. 

1912-13 19l:M4 

In graduate standing 8 14 

Seniors 15 25 

Juniors 27 20 

Sophomores 32 31 

Freshmen 47 80 

Special ^ 41 32 

Training High School 43 46 

Music (not taking other subjects 19 9 

Short ('ourse 5 

Summer School 106 149 

338 411 

Correspondence Study Department 11 56 

349 467 

Less names counted more than once 20 44 



329 423 



C. A. DUNIWAY, 

President. 
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